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ST. SARKIS CHURCH NAME DAY AND 20™ ANNIVERSARY OF THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE PARISH COMMUNITY CELEBRATIONS

Saturday, February 11 and Sunday, February 12 were memorable dates
for the St. Sarkis Church and its community in Pasadena. On the evening of
Saturday, February 11, on the occasion of the eve of the feast of St. Sarkis, an
evening service took place followed by a banquet to mark the 20™ anniversary
of the establishment of a parish community in Pasadena. On Sunday, February
12, Holy Mass was conducted and Blessing of the Offerings to celebrate the
feast of St. Sarkis.

On Sunday, February 12, His Eminence Archbishop Moushegh
Mardirossian conducted Holy Mass and the Blessing of the Offerings. He was
joined at the altar by Very Rev. Fr. Muron Aznikian and Rev. Khoren
Babouchian, pastor at St. Sarkis. Prior to his sermon, Archbishop M.
Mardirossian read the Pontifical blessing of His Holiness Aram |, Catholicos of
the Great House of Cilicia. In His letter, the Catholicos congratulated the name
day of the church and also its 20™ anniversary, which resulted in the building of



the present-day location, which He consecrated in October during His Pontifical
visit to the Prelacy. He encouraged the faithful saying that we must continue
with the faith of our forefathers, be zealous stewards, and unite around our
church, language, culture, and traditions to ensure the endurance of our
people.

In his sermon, the Prelate congratulated the 20™ anniversary of the
parish and with praise and blessings expressed his gratitude to the past and
present devotees whose selfless service led the church to where it is today.
The Prelate specifically remembered the first pastor of St. Sarkis, Rev. Sarkis
Andreassian, and also all the Board of Trustees, delegates, and Ladies
Auxiliary members whose dedicated service resulted in the realization of the
greatest dream of all, to have our own church. This newly built church,
flourished by its faithful parishioners, was enriched just a few months ago when
His Holiness Aram | anointed its altar and pillars with Holy Muron and bestowed
upon it the name St. Sarkis, in honor of St. Sarkis Church in the Sis quarter of
Beirut, Lebanon. Addressing the crowd, the Prelate said “you are the ones who
will keep the church alive and bright and give it the breath and life it needs and
in return you and your children will be blessed and blessed will also be all those
who remain faithful to the Armenian Apostolic faith and our centuries old
traditions”. He continued to say, “protect this holy house of worship for this is
where your children will be baptized and wed, where the repented will receive
forgiveness, where the sick and spiritually weak, the grieving and hopeless will
be healed and receive peace and consolation”. Since this was also the name
day of St. Sarkis the commander, the Prelate spoke of St. Sarkis, his son
Mardiros and the fourteen martyrs who shed their blood for Christ as a
testament that Christ was the savior and the only path to eternal life.

Subsequently, the Prelate briefly outlined the key aspects of St. Sarkis’s
life as a brave commander, then spoke of his character stressing that he was a
person who, filled with Christ’s life, spread the Christian faith, freed captives,
granted believers their wishes, performed miracles, and persecuted heathens.
In his conclusion, the Prelate prayed for the spirit of St. Sarkis to grant peace to
mankind and his namesake church and parishioners, grant them the realization
of their prayers and vows, and be an intercessor to Christ on behalf of the
faithful. He continued by saying may the Lord bless St. Sarkis Church, its
parishioners, pastor, Board of Trustees, delegates, deacons, choir, Ladies
Auxiliary, sponsors Mr. and Mrs. Sarkis Kitsinian and family, and all the
servants of past and present, keeping them safe from harm for the brightening
of this church. Following Holy Mass, the Prelate conducted Requiem services
after which he conducted the Blessing of the Offering services, which the
deacons then distributed to the parishioners.

EVE OF THE FEAST OF ST. SARKIS AND 20™ ANNIVERSARY BANQUET

On Saturday, February 11, the eve of the Feast of St. Sarkis service took
place as well as a banquet in honor of the 20" anniversary of the establishment



of the parish. The eve of the feast service was conducted under the auspices
of Archbishop Mardirossian, Prelate, joined at the altar by Very Rev. Fr. Barthev
Gulumian and Rev. Khoren Babouchian, pastor of the church. At the
conclusion of the service, the clergy and deacons sang a hymn, composed by
St. Nerses, dedicated to St. Sarkis after which the Prelate sang a hymn,
beseeching the intercession of St. Sarkis, his son and their fourteen loyal
soldiers for the faithful parishioners.

Following the service, the Prelate spoke of the day’s message and called
for all those present to live a God fearing life in the example of St. Sarkis.
Thus, he entreated the faithful to spiritually ready themselves for the following
day’s festivities and Holy Mass, and by receiving the sacrament of the Holy
Communion to live with the presence of Christ in their souls as St. Sarkis and
his followers lived.

Later in the evening, the 20" anniversary banquet took place at the
Pasadena Armenian Center. The official program began with the Prelate’s
welcoming remarks and blessing of the tables followed by welcoming remarks
by St. Sarkis curch Board of Trustees Chairman, Mr. Sarkis Tatuigian, and
Ladies Auxiliary Chair Mrs. Terez Kemanjian. A DVD was then presented to the
guests chronicling the past 20 years of the parish community, including the
construction of the present-day church. Next was the lighting of the candles,
after which certificates were handed out by the Prelate who, on this occasion,
conferred his message. The Prelate greeted the guests and after expressing
his joy for this gathering said: “Today our dreams have already come true as
the Pasadena community has been endowed with its own church”. He brought
to attention Mr. and Mr. Sarkis and Suzan Kitsinian, whose bequest made the
dream of having this church a reality. On the other hand, the Prelate pointed
out that just having a church is not enough and that it is crucial to keep the
church alive and full. He then announced that following the architectural
traditions of the Armenian Churches, the church will have a dome and bell
tower in the near future. He concluded by praising the sponsors and organizers
of the banquet and congratulated all those with the names Sarkis and Mardiros.

The second part of the program proceeded in a festive atmosphere, after
which the guests headed home filled with glee and content.



