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THE CELEBRATION OF THE FEAST OF ST. GHEVONT
IN THE WESTERN PRELACY



On Tuesday, February 21, 2006, the Western Prelacy celebrated the
Feast of St. Ghevont. Since this feast is also the feast of the Armenian Priests,
a one-day clergy seminar took place under the auspices of His Eminence
Archbishop Moushegh Mardirossian, Prelate, at Holy Martyrs Church in Encino
from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Joining the Prelate were His Eminence
Archbishop Yeprem Tabakian and the entire order of clergy of the Western
Prelacy.

The day began with a service at Holy Martyrs Church, during which the
Prelate welcomed Arch. Tabakian and all clergy members, and then offered the
spiritual message of the day. At 11:30 a.m. the students of the upper grades of
Ferrahian High School gathered in the church, where Mr. Garo Bedrosian gave
the students a brief background on the Feast of St. Ghevont. The Prelate also
spoke to the students about the purpose of the day’s seminar, and then called
on them to examine their lives and their endeavors, to be prepared in their
studies, and to fulfill what is asked of them. Following this brief lecture, the
clergy sang songs dedicated to St. Vartan followed by the joint singing of the
Lord’s Prayer.

At the end of these ceremonies, the Prelate and clergy headed to the
temporary offices of the Prelacy to begin the seminar.

The first session of the seminar opened with the Lord’s Prayer and
welcoming remarks by Arch. Mardirossian. With great joy, the Prelate then
announced that responding to his and the Executive Council’'s request, His
Holiness Aram |, Catholicos of the Great House of Cilicia, has bequeathed the
title of Archpriest to Rev. Vicken Vassilian, Pastor of St. Garabed church in
Hollywood, and offered Rev. Nareg Pehlivanian and Rev. Avedis Torossian,
Pastors of Holy Cross Cathedral and St Gregory Church respectively, the
privilege of wearing an ornamental pi/lon. The Prelate said that he would
personally deliver the encyclical to the pastors when he visits their respective
churches.

The election of the Divan took place with Very Rev. Fr. Muron Aznikian
being elected to the post of Chairman and Very Rev. Fr. Barthev Gulumian as
secretary. Very Rev. Fr. Aznikian thanked his brothers and invited Arch.
Tabakian to confer his remarks, after which Very Rev. Fr. Gulumian, the first
speaker of the day, spoke on the subject of “The Parish Priest on Performing
Sacraments and Rites”. The lecture was followed by lunch at 1:30 p.m. after
which the Religious Council held their meeting from 2:45 p.m. to 4:45 p.m.

The second session of the seminar began at 5:00 p.m. Professor Hans
Fuelner of the Vienna University religious studies department participated in
this session with a brief presentation about the topic of his thesis, which is
“Armenian Holy Mass according to St. Athanasius”. The lecture was followed
by a question and answer session. The second speaker was Very Rev. Fr.
Muron Aznikian whose topic was “The Parish Priest in his Pastoral Duties”.

Following the seminar, the Prelate praised the speakers, as well as all
clergy members for their participation. Thus he presented all those present
with the book “Holy Week” from Antelias. The seminar closed at 6:00 p.m. with
the recitation of the “Bahbanich” prayer by the Prelate.



In the evening, at 7:00 p.m., Holy Mass was conducted by Arch.
Mardirossian, Prelate, on the occasion of St. Ghevont. Serving at the altar
were all the clergy members of the Western Prelacy. In attendance were
members of the Prelacy Executive Council, Board of Trustees of the host
church, and faithful members of the community. The Prelate offered the
sermon in which he spoke of the message of St. Ghevont and the day’s
seminar.

At the conclusion of Holy Mass, the entire order of clergy and the
congregation sang songs dedicated to St. Vartan. Later on, a reception was
held in the church hall organized by the Holy Martyrs Ladies Auxiliary.
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