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WESTERN PRELACY CELEBRATES PAREGENTAN  
WITH A TRADITIONAL DINNER 

 
- PRELACY SPONSOR MRS. ASHKHEN PILAVJIAN HOSTED THE DINNER 

 
In our church calendar, Paregentan is a special holiday that is celebrated on the 

eve of Lent.  According to our tradition, this is a time of joy when everyone gathers to 
enjoy the traditional feast and festivities. 
 As is customary in the Western Prelacy, a special dinner was planned this year 
for Paregentan, under the auspices of His Eminence Archbishop Moushegh 
Mardirossian, Prelate, and organized by the Prelacy Ladies Auxiliary.  As in previous 
years, Mrs. Ashkhen Pilavjian once again hosted the dinner. 
 The event took place on Sunday, February 26, 2006 at 5:00 p.m. at the 
§Avedissian¦ Hall of Holy Martyrs Church.  In attendance were clergy members, 
Central Executive Committee member Mr. Khajag Dikijian, Prelacy Executive Council 
members, delegates, representative of various parishes, and over 400 Prelacy 
sponsors and friends.  
  Prelacy staff member Mrs. Knar Kortoshian, the emcee of the evening, 
welcomed the guests, after which she briefly gave a background on the history of 
Paregentan noting that Paregentan is not a holiday unique to Armenians but we have 
modified it to give it a unique Armenian character.  She also highlighted the role of the 
Prelacy in organizing similar traditional events throughout the year in order to be 
connected with our customs and national roots. She then invited the Prelate and 
clergy members to conduct a prayer officially commencing the evening. 
 Ladies Auxiliary member Mrs. Salpi Srourian welcomed the guests on behalf of 
the Ladies Auxiliary, after which dinner was served.  During dinner, the atmosphere 
became even more cheerful as children pranced around with colorful masks and the 
§Yeram¦ dance group performing traditional Armenian dances.  Singer Raffi 
Khardalian further added to the cheerful atmosphere with his popular songs.  
Throughout the course of the evening, Mrs. Kortoshian gave brief facts about 
Paregentan.   
 The speaker of the day was Rev. Ardag Demirjian, pastor at St. Mary’s Church, 
who spoke of the meaning of Paregentan and the centuries old traditions associated 



with it.  The social segment of the evening then continued with music and dancing, 
with the guests eventually departing filled with joy and delight. 
 
 
 


