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DEACONSHIP PREPARATION COURSES BEGIN

The rites and rituals of the Armenian Apostolic Church are sacred
aspects of our church that have existed for centuries. It is our responsibility to
ensure that these ceremonies take place in the proper manner and to keep our
centuries old rituals alive.

A ritual conducted in the proper manner inspires faith in the parishioners
and gives them spiritual fulfillment. Priests, both celibate and married, play a
crucial role in this task, but so do the deacons, stole bearers, and acolytes who
serve at the altar.

The Western Prelacy Christian Education Department, with the guidance
of the Prelate, has organized lesson plans specifically for deacons. The
lessons have already begun and are currently being taught by Very Rev. Fr.
Barthev Gulumian. They take place every Monday at 7:00 p.m. at St. Mary’s
Church in Glendale. The candidates will follow a special program on the theme
of rituals and services of the Armenian Church calendar, after successful
completion of which they will have the designation of deacon.






