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ORDINATION OF DEACONS AT HOLY MARTYRS CHURCH

On Sunday, July 30, 2006, His Eminence Archbishop Moushegh Mardirossian,
Prelate, assisted by Rev. Razmig Khatchadourian, conducted Episcopal Holy Mass and
ordination of deacons at Holy Martyrs Church in Encino. H.E. Archbishop Yeprem
Tabakian was also in attendance on this festive day. The six stole bearers ordained
during the Holy Mass were Puzant Dabaghian, Bedros Asadourian, Vahakn Topjian,
Kevork Palanjian, Raffi Garabedian, and Avedis Apkarian.

With the singing of a special hymn for the occasion, the ordination of the deacons
began during Holy Mass. With the reading of Psalms, the stole bearers rose to the altar
on their knees. Following the ordination, the Prelate delivered his message to the
faithful and to the newly ordained deacons. First, he gave thanks to God, that under the
supervision of Very Rev. Fr. Barthev Gulumian, Co-Director of the Prelacy Christian
Education Department, these six servants of our church successfully completed the
special course initiated by the Prelacy Christian Education Department and became
worthy of ordination. He then congratulated the deacons. Rev. Fr. R. Khatchadourian
expressed thanks to the Prelate and congratulated the deacons on behalf of the Board
of Trustees.

Following Holy Mass, choir members, led by H.E. Archbishop M. Mardirossian,
walked in a procession to the church hall where a reception took place organized by the
parish Ladies Guild. During the reception, the faithful were also offered the opportunity
to congratulate the deacons and to express their best wishes. On this occasion, the
Prelate presented each deacon with a New Testament. The reception came to a close
with the singing of “Giligia”.
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