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PRELATE TO PRESIDE OVER DIVINE LITURGY AND
SUNDAY SCHOOL CELEBRATION OF HOLY MARTYRS CHURCH

On Tuesday, December 25" the Armenian Church will celebrate the
Feast of St. Stephen the Protodeacon and first martyr. On Sunday, December
23“’, H.E. Archbishop Moushegh Mardirossian, Prelate, will preside over Divine
Liturgy at Holy Martyrs Church in Encino where he will deliver the sermon on
the martyrdom of St. Stephen.

Following Liturgy, the Prelate will preside over the New Year’s and
Christmas celebration of the Sunday School which will take place at
“Avedissian” Hall. Lunch will follow hosted by the parish Board of Trustees.



IUu3uusuuLvh Uu2quU3bhv anaindk oNk LUUQUI
4u3luuv 3n43luvuLEutGUL U24. unuunNrauruu u3scLGES

Cwpwrpe, 15 Mywnbdptph Ytuophu Ugqwjhu Unwounpnwnpwl wjgbitg

Rwjwuwnwuh Uggwjphu dnnnyph thnju Lwhiwguwh, 3. 3. “Gwuwygnipbwu
Phipnjh - wunwdJd G Uwpiwgqwhnietwl  pGUUWSNL  Shwp Ywhwl
3nyhwlltubwl 6L nhdwinpnibgwt @EUhu pwpGhulwd Wnwelnpn Rwnén. S.
Untptn Upp. UwnpwnhpnuGwUh nt dnnnjuwywuniptwl UGpyuwjwgnighgubpniu
Unndt
--------------------- i RwjpGuh  hppphu  Y’puyGpwlwipl  3.3..
LUGnpnuwlywlu Yyndhwnkth UGpYwjwgnighy Shuwn
ULGinphp PquhplGwl G wunwdJdutGptl Shwp dwl
Qnuwpbwl: LGpywj; Ehpu  Ypolwlywl dnnnyh,
Ugqawjpu  dwpgniebwl  Ubpywjwgnighsubpp,
Shuwywu  pppwultpnt  hngbinp  hnyhtutn,
hnqwpwpénietwlug wwnblwwbwnutp, Uqgwjhu
Jwpdwpwuutpnt vbwdwyw| Uwpdhuph nt Uqq.
&  UnweUunpnwpwluh Ywpg dp jwldUwhunidpbnn
8 Ubpywjwgnighglbn, hugwbtu  UwbL  Shyuwug
i) Odwunwy Uwpdhuph G Uqg. Wnwebnpnwpwuh
#{ wusdlwywquh wunwdutkp:

Unwoeunpn UppwquwUl nt hhipGpp wnwgehu
hGpehU nunnniGgwlu «U. Spnwuwn Gu U, Whtu»
dwuwnnin, wuww pwnénwgwl Uqgq.
UnwoUunpnwpwuh nwhihd, nip wnbnh nlubguit
ww2wnolwlwu huJUnthnLUn Unwounpn Uppwquwlp nngnitubg Shwp dwhwl
3nyhwuutubwuph UGpYwniehtup wju jwpyhu wnwy, np wulwhupupwg sk,
uwlwju wu wnwehU wlugwd prrwiny £ np Ywygblt Uqg. Unwelunpnwnpwuh
unp 2tupp: Wu hwyhpd yGpwynd wunpwnwpéwer Ugg. Unweunpnwpwlh
gnpénlluEntebwU nu Spwaghputpnlu, npnup Unp hnphgnulbGpne wnebL Yp
guunthU wjdu:

Nngnjuh  fuoup nLnntg nt
pwntdwnpeniehtbutpn Ywwwnbg

LwbL uqq. JwpgniptGwl
wwnblwwbwn nyuwn. Ywno
SwynpGwl:

Cunwnwebiny 1hoGwi
wnunwjwjnnietwlg, Shwp
Jwhwl 3nyhwlUtuGwl
gnhntbwynipbwl GL

| | 2unphwinpwlph fuouptin

wnpunwuwutg, bywwbny, np Uqq.
Unwolnpnwpwuh unn 2tupp
JjwpdwpwiEn wwjdwulbp yhunh untbnét dnnnynpnp wnweunpntint gnpdhu
dbp: WU wunpwnwpéwt Iwjwunwlh nt hwjnietwl nhdwgpwiwd wjddnt

- | e I ol




hwugnpniwUuhU G JGp wnwt vhwuuniptwl, gnpébwygnietwl nu wpnhitbuwewnn
gnpSh hpwdwjwywuubpp:

Shwp UtGinhp hquhpGwl unphwlwnipbwU fuoup ninntg Wnwselnpn
UppwqwuhU &L hhippuywyp dnnnjuywuniptwlU, np wju hwunhwnidhlu
wnhprp Yp unbnénch:

Rwunhwynwdh  wwwolwywl  pwdhuh  wiwpwnhlu,  UWnwlunpn
Uppwquwlp jnuwunctEp Jp jwbédubg Shwp dwhwl 3ndhwultubwup, wwuw,
Shyuwug Odwunwy Uwnpdhup ubpywubpp hpipwuphpbg dwpny, npniu
pupwgpht' dJwbtpdhy qgpnjg wbnh nluGgwe  hwypGuh  hhiphu nL
hhippuywuGpniu Uhebi:

UG h pwU JEY nL YEu dwd inbGrwd hwunhwynudh wiwpunhU, UGpywutpp
pwnh Gpe nLjwennniehlu Jwnrtght Shwnp YwhwUu 3ndhwluutuGwuhu:

VICE SPEAKER OF THE ARMENIAN PARLIAMENT
VAHAN HOVANNESIAN VISITS THE WESTERN PRELACY

On Saturday, December 15", Vice Speaker of the Armenian Parliament
and ARF Bureau member Vahan Hovannesian visited the Western Prelacy
where he was greeted by H.E. Archbishop Moushegh Mardirossian, Prelate.
Mr. Hovannesian was accompanied by ARF Central Committee representative
Mr. Avedik Izmirlian and member Mr. John Kossakian.

Also in attendance were representatives of the Religious and Executive
Councils, clergy members, Boards of Trustees Chairmen, members of the
Board of Regents and Prelacy committees, Ladies Auxiliary, and staff.

Upon their arrival the Prelate and guests first headed to the “St Dertad
and St. Ashkhen” Chapel after which :
they proceeded to the reception
room where the official meeting took
place. The Prelate welcomed Mr.
Hovannesian on his first visit to the
Prelacy new building and briefly
described the activities and the
various projects undertaken by the
Prelacy. Welcoming remarks were
also offered by Executive Council
Chairman Dr. Garo Agopian.

Mr. Hovannesian thanked the
hosts for the sentiments. He continued by acknowledging the challenges
Armenia and the Armenian people are currently facing and the need for unity
and collaboration. He stated that those in a leadership position are well aware
of their role and mission and spare no effort in the realization of their
endeavors. He also praised the role of the Western Prelacy as one of those
institutions that provide for the individual and collective needs of our people.
Mr. Hovannesian also spoke of the conditions of Armenia during Communism




and the rise in the number of sects in the present day, stating that our national
church has a vital role in the remedying of this situation.

Mr. Avedik Izmirlian thanked the Prelate for the reception and stated that
the partnership between the Prelacy and the ARF contributes to the successful
realization of our collective endeavors.

At the conclusion of the official meeting the Prelate presented Mr.
Hovannesian with a memento, after which the guests enjoyed the reception
prepared by the Ladies Auxiliary.
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WESTERN PRELACY CELEBRATION OF THE
ARMENIAN LANGUAGE AND BOOK PRESENTATION

On the afternoon of Sunday, December 16, the Western Prelacy
celebrated the Year of the Armenian Language with a lecture and book
presentation of “Mesrobaveb” by Jacques Hagopian. The event, which was
held under the auspices of H.E. Archbishop Moushegh Mardirossian, Prelate,
and organized by the Prelacy Outreach Committee, was held at “Karapetian”
Hall of St. Garabed Church in Hollywood.

Following the opening prayer, the Chairman of the Outreach Committee
Herair Jermakian, who also served as emcee, welcomed the attendees and
announced that this event was organized in response to the declaration of 2007
as the Year of the Armenian Language by H.H. Aram |, Catholicos of the Great
House of Cilicia. He then invited keynote speaker Dr. Viken Yacoubian to offer
his thoughts.

By citing scientific studies and personal experiences, Dr. Yacoubian
stated that language is the foundation of social interactions and the bridge



between people that gives individuals a sense of belonging and self esteem.
Interaction, communication, and survival are basic human needs, he continued,
and spoke of the role that relationships formed by a common language have in
the cultivation of cultural identity. Dr. Yacoubian spoke specifically of
Armenians in the Diaspora for whom language is doubly important since it is a
means and a bridge that binds the Armenian people together and allows them
to be participants in our national culture. Dr. Yacoubian concluded by stressing
the unbreakable bond between language and culture.

The book presentation portion of the program began with an introduction
of the newly published book by Mr. Sarkis
Mahserejian. Mr. Mahserejian remarked
that neither Jacques Hagopian nor his
~ writings need much of an introduction
¢ since the poet has been a dominent
author in our literary world for nearly
seventy years. He then invited Mr.
Hagopian to present “Mesrobaveb” by
reciting passages from the book.

Closing remarks were offered by
the Prelate who expressed his appreciation to the attendees for participating in
the event and in our literary heritage. He reminded the attendees that
throughout the year our churches and schools have heeded the call of His
Holiness to celebrate the Armenian Language and commended Dr. Viken
Yacoubian and Jacques Hagopian for contributing to this celebration wishing
them both successes in their future endeavors.

At the conclusion of the program the Prelate presented mementos to Dr.
Viken Yacoubian and Jacques Hagopian. Following the Prelate’s benediction a
reception took place organized by the parish Ladies Auxiliary. Mr. Hagopian
autographed copies of his book.
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PRELATE WELCOMES EDITOR OF “AZTAG” DAILY
SHAHAN KANDAHARIAN TO THE PRELACY

On Tuesday, December 18" H.E. Archbishop
Moushegh Mardirossian, Prelate, welcomed editor of
Beirut’s Aztag Daily Mr. Shahan Kandaharian to the
Prelacy. Mr. Kandaharian is currently on a brief visit to
Los Angeles.

The Prelate familiarized the editor with the
| Prelacy headquarters and the activities carried out by
" the various departments. Mr. Kandaharian, in turn,
reported on the current situation in Lebanon and
specifically on Aztag’s undertakings. The meeting
concluded with the Prelate wishing Mr. Kandaharian
success in his endeavors.
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FORMER INMATES RECEIVE HOLY COMMUNION AT THE
PRELACY ST. DERTAD AND ST. ASHKHEN CHAPEL

On Tuesday, December 18, H.E. Archbishop Moushegh Mardirossian,
Prelate, welcomed to the Prelacy Chaplain Raffi Garabedian and a group of
former inmates who had come to receive Holy Communion at the St. Dertad
and St. Ashkhen Chapel. Christian Education Co-Director Very Rev. Fr. Muron
Aznikian and St. Mary’s pastor Rev. Ardag Demirjian participated in the service



while Executive Council Vice-Chair Dr. Hagop Der Megerdichian and members
of the Armenian Relief Society Regional Executive attended.

Upon their arrival, the group of more than twenty youth was escorted to
the Chapel where they participated in group confession prior to receiving
Communion. The Prelate then invited them to the reception hall where
encouraging remarks were offered by the Prelate, Chaplain Raffi, Dr. Der
Megerdichian, and ARS Regional Executive Chair Mrs. Sonia Peltekian, all of
whom conveyed their satisfaction that the youth had made the decision to
change their lives around and follow the Word of God.

The opportunity was offered for the youth themselves to convey their
remarks, a few of whom described their circumstances and expressed gratitude
to the Prelacy and Chaplain Raffi for their guidance and care.

The group then headed to the Dikran and Zarouhi Der Ghazarian Hall
where lunch was hosted by the ARS Western Region. During lunch, the youth
presented the Prelate with a memento that was signed by the group members.
Members of the ARS also had the chance to inform the youth of the services
their organization provides and expressed their readiness to assist the youth in
any manner necessary.
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