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AT THE WESTERN PRELACY CLERGY CONFERENCE

THE FOUNDATION OF OUR MISSION SHOULD BE
ALERTNESS, LOYALTY, READINESS, AND FRUITFUL SERVICE

DECLARED THE PRELATE

In keeping with tradition, each year prior to the National Representative
Assembly a clergy conference takes place, which convened this year on
Wednesday, may 16, 2007, at the hall of the new Prelacy building.

The conference began at 10:00 a.m. with sunrise service at the St.
Dertad and St. Ashkhen Chapel, following which the conference began with
opening remarks of H.E. Archbishop Moushegh Mardirossian, Prelate, in which
he gave thanks to God for His blessings and guidance and conveyed his wishes
for the conference to afford the opportunity for introspection and renewal.

The Prelate had chosen as his theme a passage from Chapter 12 of the
Gospel of Luke in which Christ speaks of the obligation of servants to be alert
- and to carry out their duties
faithfully. The Prelate stated that
often times we avoid challenges

and hard work and seek the easy
| , path instead. However, as humble

servants of Christ, we must be
spiritually alert and ready to face
all challenges and successfully
complete what God requires of us
with strong and renewed faith.
: The first session of the
ot conference commenced with the
Lord’s Prayer. During the session the annual report of the Religious Council
was read and analyzed and suggestions were made to be presented to
delegates at the 35™ Assembly. In his lecture on cremation, Archpriest Rev.
Khoren Habeshian first spoke of the burial rituals of different religions, then




spoke of cremation specifically taking into consideration that it is slowly
becoming an issue for Armenians living in the Western world.

After lunch, the second session commenced during which the Prelate
spoke of issues that arose from the three-day Ghevontiants clergy conference
regarding the modification of the rituals of Baptism, Communion, Marriage,
Burial, and Ordination to correspond with the present day. In the second part of
the session, clergy members discussed concerns to present to the Assembly
and church services related to upcoming religious feasts. The session also
discussed upcoming events to celebrate “The Year of the Armenian Language”
which H.H. Catholicos Aram | declared 2007 to be.

The conference came to a close with the benediction by the Prelate.
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