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DURING DIVINE LITURGY ON THE SECOND ANNIVERSARY OF THE
CRESCENTA VALLEY PARISH

“LET OUR LIPS SERVE TO GLORIFY GOD
AND OUR EARS TO HEAR THE TRUTH”

On Sunday, September 9, the Crescenta Valley parish celebrated its two
year anniversary with Divine Liturgy celebrated by H.E. Archbishop Moushegh
Mardirossian, Prelate, who was assisted at the altar by Very Rev. Fr. Barthev
Gulumian and Rev. Ardag Demirjian.

The daily gospel reading was from Mark 7:31-37 which tells of how Jesus
visited Decapolis where He performed a miracle by placing His hand on the
ears and tongue of one who was deaf and had a speech impediment and
opened his ears and cured his speech impediment, stressing that even today it
is Jesus who makes the deaf hear and the mute speak blessing the worthy
ones with the ability to hear the truth and to speak with courage. The Prelate
then citing the following passage from “I Confess with Faith” by St. Nerses the
Graceful, “All-caring Lord, place Thy holy fear as a guard before my ears, that
they may not delight in hearing evil words, before my mouth, that it may speak
no falsehood...”, concluded by declaring, “let our lips serve to glorify God and
our ears to hear the truth.”

At the conclusion of Divine Liturgy, the Prelate headed in a procession to
the hall adjacent to the church where he presided over the official opening of
the hall. In his remarks the Prelate first thanked God for His blessings. He also
commended the Board of Trustees, Delegates, Ladies Auxiliary, acolytes and
choir members for their devotion and service to the parish, and congratulated
them on the second anniversary of the establishment of the parish expressing
his wishes for the community to have its own church in the near future.

During the ensuing reception, remarks were made by Rev. Ardag
Demirjian and Board of Trustees Chairman Mr. Dikran Der Sarkissian, both of
whom expressed their gratitude to the Prelate and to all those who tirelessly
serve towards the development of the parish. Mr. Der Sarkissian also
announced that by the ordinance of the Prelate, Bible study classes will be
offered in the newly opened hall by Very Rev. Fr. Muron Aznikian on
Wednesday evenings and by Very Rev. Fr. Barthev Gulumian on Monday
evenings for the youth group. Sunday School classes will also be taught in the
new building.

The reception came to a close with the Prelate’s benediction.
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