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PROF. VAHRAM SHEMMASSIAN LECTURES ON THE HUMANITARIAN
MISSION OF THE ALEPPO PRELACY
DURING THE GENOCIDE

On the evening of Wednesday, May 2", a lecture presentation took place at
“Armenak Der Bedrossian” hall of St. Mary’s Church in Glendale under the auspices of
H.E. Archbishop Moushegh Mardirossian, Prelate, and initiated by the Western Prelacy
Outreach Committee. The lecture, which was organized by St. Mary’s Pastors and
Board of Trustees, featured Prof. Vahram Shemmassian lecturing on the topic “The
Armenian Prelacy of Aleppo during the first months of the Genocide”.

The event was in a way a continuation of Genocide commemoration events that
took place a week earlier, though it was not a typical commemorative event but rather a
presentation of research finding with regards to the humanitarian service of the Prelacy
of Aleppo during the first months of the Genocide.

The evening began with a collective prayer and welcoming remarks by MC Rev.
Vazken Atmajian, followed by a musical performance by Misak Kayersian. Before
beginning his lecture Prof. Shemmassian thanked the Prelate and the organizing
committees for offering him the opportunity to present his findings. In his lecture he
detailed the assistance given to survivors of the Genocide by H.H. Catholicos Sahag
Khabaian of blessed memory and the Aleppo Prelacy which established numerous
committees and subcommittees for this noble purpose.

Following the lecture and question and answer session the artistic program
continued with a performance on the piano by Hovig Keushgerian and song selections
by Hermine Amirian and Misak Kayserian accompanied by Armenouhi Derderian on the
piano.

Closing remarks were delivered the Prelate who firstly commended the evening’s
organizers, the participants in the artistic program, and those in attendance who with
their participation time and time again demonstrate their support in the Prelacy. The
Prelate then commended Prof. Shemmassian for his meticulous research and for his
readiness to work in partnership with the Prelacy.

The Prelate in conclusion blessed the memory of all those who selflessly devoted
their time and efforts to providing for the needs of their brethren in such a dire time.

The evening came to a close with a benediction by the Prelate and the collective
singing of “Giligia”.
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