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ä²î¶²Øºò ²è²æÜàð¸ êð
 
 Ø»ñ »Ï»Õ»óõáÛ ïûÝ³óáÛóÇÝ Ñ³Ù³Ó³ÛÝ« ê© ÚáíÑ³ÝÝáõ Î³ñ³å
ï³ñÇ ÏÁ ½áõ·³¹Çå¿ñ ºñÏáõß³µÃÇ« 15 ÚáõÝáõ³ñÇÝ£ÜÏ³ïÇ áõÝ»
ïûÝÁ Ý³»õ ÐáÉáíáõïÇ ê© Î³ñ³å»ï Ø³Ûñ »Ï»Õ»óõáÛ ³Ýáõ³Ý³Ïáãá
ÎÇñ³ÏÇ« 14 ÚáõÝáõ³ñÇÝ« »åÇëÏáåáë³Ï³Ý Ñ³Ý¹Çë³õáñ ëáõñ
ä³ï³ñ³· Ù³ïáõóáõ»ó³õ »Ï»Õ»óõáÛ Ù¿ç« »õ ËÝ¹ñáõ»ó³õ 
·»ñ³·áÛÝÇÝ »õ ÏÇÝ»ñáõÝ Ù¿ç ÍÝ³ÍÝ»ñ¿Ý Ù»Í³·áÛÝÇÝª ê© ÚáíÑ³
µ³ñ»ËûëáõÃÇõÝÁ« ß³ñ³Ï³Ý³·ÇñÇÝ µ³é»ñáíª Çñ ÝßË³ñÝ»ñáõÝ ÙÇ
¹»Õ ßÝáñÑ»Éáõ øñÇëïáëÇ »ñÏñå³·áÕÝ»ñáõë£  
 ê© »õ ³ÝÙ³Ñ ä³ï³ñ³·Á Ù³ïáÛó Â»ÙÇë µ³ñ»ç³Ý ²é³çÝá
Øáõß»Õ ê© ²ñù© Ø³ñïÇñáë»³ÝÁ« áñ Çñ»Ý ³éÁÝÃ»ñ³Ï³Û »õ
ëå³ë³ñÏáÕ áõÝ¿ñ Â»ÙÇë øñÇëïáÝ¿³Ï³Ý ¸³ëïÇ³ñ³ÏáõÃ»³Ý 
í³ñÇãÝ»ñÁª ¶»ñå© î© ØÇõéáÝ Ì© ìñ¹© ²½ÝÇÏ»³Ý »õ Ðá·ß© î© 
ÎÇõÉÇõÙ»³Ý£ ºÏ»Õ»óõáÛ Ñá·»õáñ ÑáíÇõª ²ñÅ© î© ìÇ·¿Ý ²© øÑÝÛ©
Ñá·³µ³ñÓáõÃÇõÝÁ É³õ³·áÛÝë Ï³½Ù³Ï»ñå³Í ¿ÇÝ« áñå¿ë½Ç Ù
Ñ³Ý¹Çë³õáñ³å¿ë Ýßáõ¿ÇÝ ½áÛ· ïûÝ»ñÁ£ 
 §Ðñ³ß³÷³é¦Ç »ñ·»óáÕáõÃ»³Ùµ« ²é³çÝáñ¹ êñµ³½³Ý Ð³ÛñÁ
»Ï»Õ»óÇ£ ºñ·»óáÕáõÃÇõÝÁ ÃáíÇã ÃñÃÇéÝ»ñáí »õ Ý»ñ¹³ßÝ³Ï ù³Õ
Ï³ï³ñ¿ñ »Ï»Õ»óõáÛ »ñ·ã³ËáõÙµÁ« Õ»Ï³í³ñáõÃ»³Ùµ öñáý© 
»ñ·»ÑáÝÇ ÁÝÏ»ñ³ÏóáõÃ»³Ùµª öñáý© È»õáÝ ²µñ³Ñ³Ù»³ÝÇ£ 
 ÚÁÝÃ³óë ê© ä³ï³ñ³·ÇÝ« »õ ù³ñá½¿Ý ³é³ç« êñµ³½³Ý Ð³Ûñ
²ëïáõ³Í³Ùûñ« ê© ¶ñÇ·áñ Èáõë³õáñãÇ« »õ ßáõñç 40 ëñµ³å³
Ñ³õ³ïùÇ ÏáÃáÕÝ»ñáõ ûÍáõÙÁª Ç å¿ïë Ñ³õ³ï³ó»Éáó£ Ðá·»õáñ Ë³Ý
áõ Ûáõ½áõÙÝ³ÉÇó ³åñáõÙÁ ïÇñ³Ï³Ý ¿ÇÝ µáÉáñ Ñ³õ³ï³ó»³ÉÝ»ñá
³ãù»ñáõÝ íñ³Û© ³ÝáÝù ÙÇ³µ»ñ³Ý »õ ÉÇ³Ãáù« ¹åÇñÝ»ñáõÝ Ñ»ï Ïþ
ÏþÁë¿ÇÝ© §²Ù¿Ý£ ²É¿ÉáõÇ³¯« ³É¿ÉáõÇ³¯« ³É¿ÉáõÇ³¯¦£ ºõ ³Ù¿Ý ³Ý·³Ù
êñµ³½³Ý Ð³ÛñÁ §úñÑÝ»ëóÇ« ûÍ»ëóÇ »õ ëñµ»ëóÇ¦ ÏþÁë¿ñ« Ï³ñÍ¿ù
ëÇñïÁ« ÙÇïùÝ áõ Ñá·ÇÝ ¿ÇÝ áñ ÏþûñÑÝáõ¿ÇÝ« í»ñëïÇÝ ÏþûÍáõ¿ÇÝ á
ð ºÎºÔºòôàÚ 
ÜÂ²òøÆÜ 

´²¼²Ü Ð²ÚðÀ 

»ïÇ ïûÝÁ ³Ûë 
Ý³Éáí« áñ ³Ûë 
õÃ»³Ý ïûÝÝ ¿« 
µ »õ ³ÝÙ³Ñ 
Ù³ñ·³ñ¿Ý»ñáõ 
ÝÝ¿ë ØÏñïÇãÇ 
çáó³õ Ï»³ÝùÇ 

ñ¹ª ´³ñÓñ© î© 
 ê© ê»Õ³ÝÇÝ 
´³Å³ÝÙáõÝùÇ 
ä³ñÃ»õ ìñ¹© 

 ì³ëÇÉ»³Ý »õ 
»Í ßáõùáí »õ 

 Ùáõïù ·áñÍ»ó 
óñáõÃ»³Ùµ ÏÁ 

²ñ³ Ø³Ý³ßÇ« 

Á Ï³ï³ñ»ó ê© 
ïÏ»ñÝ»ñáõ áõ 
¹³í³éáõÃÇõÝÝ 
õ ëñïÇÝ Ù¿ç áõ 
³Õ³Õ³Ï¿ÇÝ áõ 
 áñ ²é³çÝáñ¹ 
 Ý»ñÏ³Ý»ñáõÝ 
õ ÏÁ ëñµáõ¿ÇÝ£ 



Ð³Ûáó ¹³ñ³õáñ áõËïÝ ¿ ³Ûë« Ñ³Ûáõ ·áÛáõÃ»³Ý ·³ÕïÝÇùÁ« ³ÝÙ³ÑáõÃ»³Ý 
»ñ³ßËÇùÁ« Ñ³õ³ïùÇ ·ñ³õ³Ï³ÝÁ£ 
 ø³ñá½Ç å³ÑáõÝ« êñµ³½³Ý Ð³ÛñÁ ³Ù¿Ý µ³Ý¿ ³é³ç« ÷³éù »õ ·áÑáõÃÇõÝ 
Û³ÛïÝ»ó ²ëïáõÍáÛ« ³Ûë ûñÑÝ»³É »õ »½³ÏÇ å³Ñáõ³Ý Ñ³Ù³ñ« áñ Æñ ßÝáñÑùáí 
Ï³ï³ñáõ»ó³õ ëñµ³å³ïÏ»ñÝ»ñáõ ûÍáõÙÁ« ³õ»ÉóÝ»Éáíª §î¿¯ñ« ³ëáÝó Ù¿ç¿Ý 
µÅßÏáõÃÇõÝ å³ñ·»õ¿ Ù»ñ ó³õ»ñáõÝ« Ù»Õù»ñáõ Ý»ñáõÙ »õ ù³õáõÃÇõÝ ßÝáñÑ¿ 
µáÉáñÇë¦£ ²å³ êñµ³½³ÝÁ ³Ý¹ñ³¹³ñÓ³õ ê© ÚáíÑ³ÝÝ¿ë ØÏñïÇãÇ ÍÝÝ¹»³Ý 
å³ñ³·³Ý»ñáõÝ »õ Ù³Ý³õ³Ý¹ ³Ýáñ ÍÝ»ÉáõÝ å³ï×³éÇÝ Ù³ëÇÝ£ àñáíÑ»ï»õ« Áë³õ 
êñµ³½³ÝÁ« ê© ÚáíÑ³ÝÝ¿ë ÇÝùÝ³Ýå³ï³Ï ãÍÝ³õ« »õ ÍÝ»É¿Ý ³É Û»ïáÛ ÇÝùÝ Çñ 
³ÝÓÇÝ Ñ³Ù³ñ ã³åñ»ó³õ« Çñ ³ÝÓÁ« Çñ »ëÁ ãÙï³Í»ó« ³ÛÉ« ß³ñ³Ï³Ý³·ñÇÝ 
µ³é»ñáí« ³Ý ²ëïáõÍáÛ àñ¹ÇÇÝ Ù³ñ¹»ÕáõÃ»³Ý ×³Ý³å³ñÑÇÝ Ý³Ë³Ï³ñ³å»ïÁ« 
²ñ¹³ñáõÃ»³Ý ²ñ»·³ÏÇÝ Í³·áõÙÁ Í³Ýáõó³ÝáÕ ³ñáõë»³ÏÁ« ´³ÝÇÝ ²ëïáõÍáÛ 
·³ÉáõëïÁ ³õ»ïáÕÁ« Ï³ñ³å»ïÁ »õ ÙÇ³Å³Ù³Ý³Ï ²ëïáõÍáÛ ¶³éÝáõÏÁ ÙÏñïáÕÁ 
»Õ³õ£ ê© ÚáíÑ³ÝÝ¿ë ØÏñïÇã« ³õ»ÉÇÝ« Ûáñáí³ÛÝ¿ áñáí³ÛÝ øñÇëïáëÇ »ñÏñå³·áÕÁ 
»Õ³õ« ²ëïáõ³Íáñ¹áÛÝ Ù³ñ¹»ÕáõÃÇõÝÁ ê© Ðá·Çáí ×³Ýãó³õª ï³Ï³õÇÝ Çñ ÙûñÁ 
áñáí³ÛÝÁ »Õ³Í Å³Ù³Ý³ÏÁ« ÇëÏ Çñ ÍÝáõÝ¹¿Ý »ïù« ê© Ðá·ÇÇÝ ÇÙ³ëïáõÃ»³Ùµ 
´³ñÓñ»³ÉÇÝ ³Ý×³é ËáñÑáõñ¹Ý»ñÁ ï»ëÝáÕÁ »Õ³õ« ´³ñÓñ»ÉáÛÝ Ù³ñ·³ñ¿Ý£ ê© 
ÚáíÑ³ÝÝ¿ë ³ÝÏ³ß³é Ñ³õ³ïùÇ »õ Ñ³Ùá½áõÙÇ ³ËáÛ»³Ý ¹³ñÓ³õ« Ññ³õÇñ»Éáí Ù»½ 
Ù»ñ Ï»³Ýù»ñÁ »õë ËáÝ³ñÑ»óÝ»Éáõ îÇ»½»ñùÇ êï»ÕÍÇãÇÝ« ´³ÝÇÝ« áñ ÚÇëáõë 
øñÇëïáëÝ ¿£ §ê© ÚáíÑ³ÝÝ¿ëÇ ÝÙ³Ý Ñá·»Ï³Ý ³ñÅ¿ùÝ»ñÁ ³õ»ÉÇ° í»ñ ¹³ë»Ýù« ù³Ýª 
ýÇ½Çù³Ï³Ý Ù»ñ å¿ïù»ñÁ¦« ³õ»Éóáõó êñµ³½³Ý Ð³ÛñÁ« áñáíÑ»ï»õ Ñá·ÇÝ §³é³õ»É 
¿ ù³Ý ½Ù³ñÙÇÝ¦£  

ø³ñá½Ç ³õ³ñïÇÝ« ²é³çÝáñ¹ êñµ³½³ÝÁ ³ÕûÃù µ³ñÓñ³óáõó ³é ²ëïáõ³Í« 
»õ ÅáÕáíáõñ¹ÇÝ ëñïÇÝ Ã³ñ·Ù³ÝÁ Ñ³Ý¹Çë³Ý³Éáí« ß³ñ³Ï³Ý³·ñÇÝ µ³é»ñáí 
¹ÇÙ»ó êáõñµÇÝ Áë»Éáí© §¸áõÝ« á¯í ê© ÚáíÑ³ÝÝ¿ë« í»ñ¿Ý Ù»½Ç û·ÝáõÃ»³Ý ÷áõÃ³°« 
¹áõÝª ³é³ù»³É »õ Ù³ñ·³ñ¿« Ï³ñ³å»ï »õ ÙÏñïÇã àñ¹õáÛÝ ²ëïáõÍáÛ£ ¸áõÝ« 
ÇÝùÝ³Ýáõ¿ñ ù³Ñ³Ý³Û« Ë³ãÇÝ íñ³Û å³ï³ñ³·áõ³Í øñÇëïáë ø³Ñ³Ý³Û³å»ïÇÝ« 
»ñ·³µ³ÝáÕÝ»ñáõë »õ ïûÝáÕÝ»ñáõë å³ßï³ÙáõÝùÁ Ù³ïáõó³Ý¿« »õ Ù»½Ç Ñ³Ù³ñ 
µ³ñ»Ëûë¿ øñÇëïáëÇ Ùûï¦£ 
 ê© ä³ï³ñ³·Ç ³õ³ñïÇÝ« ï»ÕÇ áõÝ»ó³õ Ù³ï³ÕûñÑÝ¿ù£ ´³ßËáõáÕ Ù³ëÇÝ 
Ñ»ï Ù³ï³ÕÝ ³É µ³ÅÝáõ»ó³õ« »õ Ñ³õ³ï³ó»³ÉÝ»ñ Çñ»Ýó ïáõÝ»ñÁ í»ñ³¹³ñÓ³Ý 
Ñá·»õáñ ³åñáõÙÝ»ñáí ÉÇóù³õáñáõ³Í« áõñ³ËáõÃÇõÝÁ Çñ»Ýó ëñïÇÝ »õ Ù³ï³ÕÁª 
Çñ»Ýó Ó»éùÇÝ£ 
  
êÆðàÚ Ö²Þ 
 
 ä³ï³ñ³·¿Ý ³ÝÙÇç³å¿ë »ïù« »Ï»Õ»óõáÛ §Î³ñ³å»ï»³Ý¦ ëñ³ÑÇÝ Ù¿ç 
ï»ÕÇ áõÝ»ó³õ ëÇñáÛ ×³ß« Ý³Ë³·³ÑáõÃ»³Ùµ ²é³çÝáñ¹ êñµ³½³Ý Ðûñ« 
Ý»ñÏ³ÛáõÃ»³Ùµ ÙÇ³µ³Ý »õ ù³Ñ³Ý³Û Ð³Ûñ»ñáõÝ« ²½·³ÛÇÝ ì³ñãáõÃ»³Ý 
Ý»ñÏ³Û³óáõóÇãÝ»ñáõ« »Ï»Õ»óõáÛ Ðá·³µ³ñÓ³Ï³Ý Ï³½ÙÇÝ« îÇÏÝ³Ýó úÅ³Ý¹³Ï 
Ø³ñÙÝÇÝ« ê³ñÏ³õ³·³ó áõ ¸åñ³ó ¹³ë»ñáõÝ« »ñ·ã³ËáõÙµÇ ³Ý¹³ÙÝ»ñáõÝ« 
»Ï»Õ»óõáÛ µ³ñ»ñ³ñÝ»ñáõÝ áõ µ³ñ»Ï³ÙÝ»ñáõÝ« »õ Ñ³õ³ï³ó»³É µ³½ÙáõÃ»³Ý£ 

ÞÝáñÑ³Ï³É³Ï³Ý Ëûëùáí Ñ³Ý¹¿ë »Ï³õ »Ï»Õ»óõáÛ Ñá·»õáñ ÑáíÇõÁ« áñ 
Ñá·³µ³ñÓáõÃ»³Ý »õ Çñ ³ÝáõÝáí »ñ³Ëï³·ÇïáõÃÇõÝ Û³ÛïÝ»ó ²é³çÝáñ¹ 
êñµ³½³Ý Ðûñ, »õ ·Ý³Ñ³ï»ó »Ï»Õ»óõáÛ Ù»Í ÁÝï³ÝÇùÁ£ ²å³ Û³ïáõÏ Ï»ñåáí 
ßÝáñÑ³Ï³ÉáõÃÇõÝ Û³ÛïÝ»ó »Ï»Õ»óõáÛë ûÍÙ³Ý ÏÝù³Ñûñª îÇ³ñ ì³Ñ¿ 



Î³ñ³å»ï»³ÝÇÝ áõ ³Ýáñ ÁÝï³ÝÇùÇÝ, áñáÝù ÙÇßï å³ïñ³ëï »Õ³Í »Ý Çñ»Ýó 
ÝÇõÃ³µ³ñáÛ³Ï³Ý ÝáõÇñ³ïáõáõÃ»³Ùµ ûÅ³Ý¹³Ï»Éáõ »Ï»Õ»óõáÛ »õ Çñ»Ýó 
ÁÝï³ÝÇùÇÝ ³ÝáõÝáí ÏÝùáõ³Í §Î³ñ³å»ï»³Ý¦ ëñ³ÑÇÝ£ 

¶áñÍ³¹ñáõ»ó³õ ·»Õ³ñáõ»ëï³Ï³Ý Û³Ûï³·Çñ »õ µ³ßËáõ»ó³Ý 
·Ý³Ñ³ï³·Çñ»ñ »Ï»Õ»óõáÛ »ñ·ã³ËáõÙµÇÝ Ù¿ç ùë³Ý »õ ³õ»ÉÇ ï³ñÇÝ»ñ 
Í³é³ÛáõÃÇõÝ µ»ñ³Í ³Ý¹³Ù¬³Ý¹³ÙáõÑÇÝ»ñáõ£ Ú³ïáõÏ ·Ý³Ñ³ï³ÝùÇ 
³ñÅ³Ý³ó³õ »Ï»Õ»óõáÛ µ³ÝÏ³ÉÇ å³ï³ëË³Ý³ïáõª îÇ³ñ Ø»ëñáå ²µñ³Ñ³Ù»³Ý, 
áñ ùë³ÝÑÇÝ· ï³ñÇÝ»ñ¿ Ç í»ñ ³Ýß³Ñ³ËÝ¹ñûñ¿Ý »õ å³ï³ëË³Ý³ïáõáõÃ»³Ý 
Ëáñ ·Çï³ÏóáõÃ»³Ùµ ÏÁ Í³é³Û¿ ê. Î³ñ³å»ï Ù³Ûñ »Ï»Õ»óõáÛ£ ì»ñçÇÝ 
ï³ñÇÝ»ñáõ ³õ³Ý¹áõÃÇõÝ ¹³ñÓ³Í ù³Õóñ ëáíáñáõÃ»³Ùµ ÙÁ« »Ï»Õ»óÇÝ ÏÁ å³ïáõ¿ 
Ý³»õ ÝáõÇñ»³É Í³é³Û ÙÁ£ ²Ûë ï³ñÇ å³ïáõÁáõ»ó³õ ²½·³ÛÇÝ ì³ñãáõÃ»³Ý 
³Ý¹³Ù« ²½·³ÛÇÝ »ñ»ë÷áË³Ý »õ Ñá·³µ³ñÓáõÃ»³Ý Ý³ËÏÇÝ ³ï»Ý³å»ïÝ»ñ¿Ýª 
îÇ³ñ Î³ñû ²õ³·»³Ý« áñáõÝ Û³ÝÓÝáõ»ó³õ ÛÇß³ï³ÏÇ Ýáõ¿ñ ÙÁ« »õ ÁÝÃ»ñóáõ»ó³õ 
³Ûë ³éÃÇõ ßÝáñÑáõ³Í ²é³çÝáñ¹ êñµ³½³Ý Ðûñ ·Ý³Ñ³ï³·ÇñÁ£  

Êáñ Ûáõ½áõÙáí« îÇ³ñ Î³ñû ²õ³·»³Ý Ëûëù ³ñï³ë³Ý»ó »õ ÛÇß»ó Çñ 
Í»ñáõÝ³½³ñ¹ Ù³ÛñÁ« áñ Çñ ù³ÛÉ»ñÁ »Ï»Õ»óÇ ³é³çÝáñ¹³Í ¿ñ ÷áùñ ï³ñÇù¿Ý« 
ÈÇµ³Ý³ÝÇ êñµáó ì³ñ¹³Ý³Ýó ºÏ»Õ»óÇÝ« »õ ³ÛÉáõñ© ³Ý Ý³»õ Û³ÛïÝ»ó« áñ 
ÐáÉÇíáõïÇ Ù¿ç« ²é³çÝáñ¹ êñµ³½³Ý Ð³ÛñÁ« ï³Ï³õÇÝ ì³ñ¹³å»ï Å³Ù³Ý³ÏÇÝ« 
ù³ç³É»ñ³Í ¿ñ ½ÇÝù« áñ ê© Î³ñ³å»ï »Ï»Õ»óõáÛ ×³µáí Í³é³Û¿ Ð³Û ³½·ÇÝ£ 
 ö³ÏÙ³Ý ËûëùÁ ³ñï³ë³Ý»ó êñµ³½³Ý Ð³ÛñÁ« áñ ³é³ÝÓÇÝ-³é³ÝÓÇÝ 
·Ý³Ñ³ï»ó ³Ûëûñáõ³Ý Ï³½Ù³Ï»ñåÇã Û³ÝÓÝ³ËáõÙµÁ« »Ï»Õ»óõáÛ Ñá·»õáñ ÑáíÇõÁ« 
Ñá·³µ³ñÓ³Ï³Ý Ï³½ÙÁ« îÇÏÝ³Ýó ØÇáõÃÇõÝÁ« »ñ·ã³ËáõÙµÁ« ë³ñÏ³õ³·³ó ¹³ëÁ 
»õ µ³ñ»ñ³ñÝ»ñÁ« Ïáã áõÕÕ»Éáí µáÉáñÇÝ« áñ ³Ûëå¿ëª Ñ³Ù»ñ³ßË áõ ÙÇ³ï»Õ 
·áñÍ³ÏóáõÃ»³Ùµ ÙÇßï Ï³Ý·áõÝ å³Ñ»Ý ê© Î³ñ³å»ï Ø³Ûñ ºÏ»Õ»óÇÝ« »õ 
Í³ÕÏ»óÝ»Ý ½³ÛÝª Ç ÷³éë ²ëïáõÍáÛ »õ Ù»ñ ÅáÕáíáõñ¹ÇÝ£ 
 §ä³Ñå³ÝÇã¦ ûñÑÝáõÃ»³Ùµ »õ §ÎÇÉÇÏÇ³¦ Ù³ÕÃ»ñ·Ç »ñ·»óáÕáõÃ»³Ùµ í»ñç 
·ï³õ ûñáõ³Ý Ñ³Ý¹ÇëáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñÁ£ 
 
 

ä.ì.Î. 
 
 
DURING HOLY MASS ON THE FEAST OF ST. JOHN THE BAPTIST  
AND THE NAME DAY OF ST. GARABED CHURCH 
 
 

LET US TEND TO OUR SPIRITUAL VALUES RATHER THAN  
OUR PHYSICAL NEEDS 

 
DECLARED THE PRELATE 

 
 According to our church calendar, Monday, January 15, was the Feast of St. John 
the Baptist.  This Feast was celebrated with Episcopal Holy Mass on Sunday, January 
14, at St. Garabed Church in Hollywood, along with the name day of the church. 



 H.E. Archbishop Moushegh Mardirossian, Prelate, conducted Holy Mass, assisted 
at the altar by Very Rev. Fathers Muron Aznikian and Barthev Gulumian, and parish 
priest Archpriest Fr. Vicken Vassilian. 
 With the singing of “Hrashapar” by the church choir, directed by Prof. Ara Manash 
and accompanied by Prof. Levon Aprahamian on the organ, the Prelate entered the 
church.  Prior to delivering his sermon, the Prelate conducted the blessing of close to 40 
saints’ icons, including that of the Holy Mother-of-God and St. Gregory the Illuminator. 
 The Prelate began his sermon by thanking God for the blessed occasion.  He 
then reflected on the circumstances and reasons for the birth of St. John the Baptist, 
stating that he was born for a greater purpose than himself.  In the words of the hymns, 
he was born to be the forerunner of Christ’s path to incarnation, the star who announced 
the rise of the Sun of Righteousness, the bearer of the news of the coming of Christ, 
and the Baptist of our Lord.  St. John became the champion of true faith and 
convictions, inviting us to humble ourselves before our Lord, Jesus Christ.  “Like St. 
John, let us tend to our spiritual values rather than our physical needs,” said the Prelate 
adding, “the spiritual is more important than the physical.”  The Prelate concluded his 
sermon with a prayer beseeching St. John, the forerunner and Baptist, to be our 
intercessor with Christ. 
 At the conclusion of Mass, the blessing of “madagh” took place followed by a 
reception. 
 The reception was held at “Karapetian” hall presided over by the Prelate, and 
with the participation of Clergy members, Executive Council representatives, parish 
Board of Trustees and Ladies Auxiliary members, Deacons, Choir members, sponsors, 
friends, and parishioners.  On behalf of the Board of Trustees, Archpriest Fr. Vicken 
Vassilian thanked the Prelate and expressed his appreciation to the church larger 
family.  He specially thanked Mr. Vahe Karapetian and his family who continuously offer 
their financial and moral support to the church and to “Karapetian” Hall, which is named 
in their honor.  Following the artistic program, certificates of appreciation were 
presented to those members who have been part of the choir for over twenty years.  
Also, Mr. Mesrob Aprahamian, who has served the church for over twenty-five years, 
was commended for his noble service.  In keeping with the tradition of honoring a 
devoted servant of the church, this year Mr. Garo Avakian, Executive Council member, 
delegate, and former chair of the Board of Trustees, was honored for his decades-long 
devotion to the church. Mr. Avakian was presented with a memento and the Prelate’s 
letter of appreciation was read.   
 In his closing remarks, the Prelate thanked the organizers of the reception, the 
parish priest, Board of Trustees, Ladies Auxiliary, Choir, Deacons, and sponsors, urging 
them all to continue to selflessly serve God, our church, and our people. 
 The reception came to a close with the “Bahbanich” prayer and the singing of 
“Giligia”. 
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