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WESTERN PRELACY CLERGY CONFERENCE

On the eve of the 36™ Prelacy Representative Assembly, the annual
clergy conference was held on Wednesday, May 7", at the “Armenag Der
Bedrossian” Hall of St. Mary’s Church in Glendale. The conference was
presided over by H.E. Archbishop Moushegh Mardirossian, Prelate, with the
participation of the clergy order. Former Prelate H.E. Archbishop Yeprem
Tabakian and retired clergy members also participated.

The day began with church services followed by a spiritual meditation by
the Prelate on 1 John 5:14-17 in which the Prelate stressed the importance of
prayer and trust in God.

The conference convened with remarks by the Prelate who commended
the devotion and service of the clergy members, and wished for the day’s
proceedings to progress smoothly. He then presented a comprehensive report
of the Prelacy’s endeavors, including religious ceremonies, youth and Sunday
School activities, construction projects of our parishes and churches, the
establishment of a new high school, the need for new clergy members, the
spiritual needs of our parishioners, and adding new elements to the Prelacy’s
weekly television programming. The Prelate also spoke of the organizing of
joint events by the three Prelacies of North America and Canada to celebrate
the 50" anniversary of the establishment of a Prelacy in North America, as well
as the 35" anniversary of the Western Prelacy.

Archbishop Tabakian then thanked the Prelate for the invitation to attend
the conference and wished the participants success, stressing the importance
of collaboration. Following the election of Very Rev. Fr. Muron Aznikian as
Chair of the meeting and Very Rev. Fr. Barthev Gulumian as secretary, the
annual report of the Religious Council was presented and subsequent changes
made.

Very Rev. Fr. Aznikian presented a draft of the events planned for the
“Year of Christian Education” which includes a lecture series to take place at
each church in the coming months.

The second session convened after lunch with Very Rev. Fr. Barthev
Gulumian presenting the clergy guidebook for review, which was later adopted
by the members and by the approval of the Prelate will be published and
implemented. The Prelacy by-laws was then presented by the Prelate, followed
by the election of religious delegates for the Representative Assembly and the
outlining of proposals to present to the Assembly. The conference concluded
with a discussion of future endeavors including the General Assembly, the
blessing of Holy Muron, and youth group activities.

The conference concluded in the evening with the Prelate’s closing
remarks and benediction.
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