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ON THE FEAST OF THE FORTY MARTYRS AND THE NAME DAY OF FORTY
MARTYRS CHURCH

LET US CONTINUE ON OUR JOURNEY OF FAITH WITH
CONSCIENCE AND PRAYER

On Sunday, March 2" the Feast of the Forty Martyrs and the name day
of Forty Martyrs Church in Orange County were celebrated with Episcopal
Divine Liturgy celebrated by H.E. Archbishop Moushegh Mardirossian, Prelate,
who also delivered the sermon.

The Prelate was assisted at the altar by Christian Education Department
Directors Very Rev. Fathers Muron Aznikian and Barthev Gulumian.

Prior to his sermon the Prelate spoke of the events unfolding in Armenia
and urged the faithful to pray for peace and stability.

The Prelate began his sermon by extolling the life and martyrdom of our
champions of faith, the Forty Martyrs, who gave their lives for their faith and
their deep love of our Lord Jesus Christ. The Prelate referenced the hymn
dedicated to the Forty Martyrs stressing that the lake in Sebastia became the
path that led them to eternal life and asserted that like the Forty Martyrs, we too
are called to renew our faith and to live our lives with conscience and prayer.
The Sunday of the Judge gives us this same message, to constantly and
tirelessly pray. The Prelate emphasized the importance of prayer as a means
of communicating with God and bringing before Him our supplications.

At the conclusion of Divine Liturgy and requiem services, the Prelate
conducted the blessing of the new Bishop’s Throne which was sponsored by
Mr. and Mrs. Parsegh and Marie Yaghmourian. He was then led in a
procession to “Gugasian” Hall where he blessed the madagh. During the
reception that followed parish pastor Rev. Fr. Hrant Yeretsian thanked the
Prelate for his celebrating the name day of the church with the parish members.
Congratulatory remarks were also offered by Executive Council Chair Dr. Garo
Agopian.

Closing remarks were offered by the Prelate during which he
commended the members and servants of the church for their work in
advancing the parish and called on them to prepare to celebrate the 20"
anniversary of the establishment of the church in June.
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