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WESTERN PRELACY
GENOCIDE COMMEMORATION LECTURE

The Western Prelacy commemorated the 93™ anniversary of the
Armenian Genocide on the evening of Tuesday, April 29" at St. Mary’s Church
with a lecture and artistic program. The event was held under the auspices of
H.E. Archbishop Moushegh Mardirossian, Prelate, and was organized by the



Prelacy Outreach Committee. Among those in attendance were Clergy and
Executive Council members, Delegates, and Board of Trustees members.

The evening began with the Lord’s Prayer, followed by welcoming
remarks by Master of Ceremonies Mrs. Sona Madarian.

The keynote speaker was Very Rev. Fr. Muron Aznikian who spoke on
the subject “The Armenian Genocide and the Martyrdom of Clergy”. Very Rev.
Fr. Aznikian began his lecture by presenting a historical timeline of the
Genocide and continued by speaking of the unspeakable losses suffered by the
Armenian people, specifically the massacre of thousands of clergy members.
During the lecture, Sunday School and Armenian Church Youth Association
members read passages depicting the sufferings the clergy endured and the
circumstances of their martyrdom.

Very Rev. Fr. Aznikian continued on to say that to honor the memory of
our martyrs we must remain true to their ideals and legacy, to our culture,
unique identity, traditions, and religious and national heritage. He concluded
with a call to remember and commemorate the sacrifices of our martyrs each
and every day, and to reaffirm our commitment to fight for our rights until justice
is served.

In addition to the lecture, an artistic program took place in which Deacon
Zohrab Yaralian and Mrs. Salpi Mayilian participated with songs and Mrs.Sossie
Gureghian with poetry recitations.

The event concluded with remarks by the Prelate who began by
commending the Outreach Committee, the keynote speaker, and all the
program participants. In addressing the topic presented, the Prelate noted that
although the lecture recollected the devastating loss of life and land, of our
intellectuals and our culture, at the same time we were reaffirmed the will of our
people to rise from the ashes and to continue the struggle. The Prelate
concluded by stressing that it is the responsibility of all of us to preserve the
memory of our martyrs, to uphold their faith, and to honor their martyrdom and
legacy by keeping their spirit of sacrifice alive in our hearts and by uniting our
efforts in fulfillment of our collective hopes and dreams.

The program concluded with the benediction by the Prelate, followed by
a reception at the “Armenag Der Bedrossian” Hall.
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