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PRELATE HOSTS ANNUAL
ORIENTAL ORTHODOX CLERGY CONFERENCE

On the morning of Thursday, January 17, the Council of Oriental
Orthodox Bishops gathered at Holy Cross Cathedral in Montebello to celebrate
Divine Liturgy. Participating in the Liturgy were H.E. Archbishop Moushegh
Mardirossian, Prelate, H.E. Archbishop Hovnan Derderian, Primate, H.G.
Bishop Serapion of the Coptic Orthodox Church, and H.E. Archbishop Mor
Clemis Eugene Kaplan of the Syriac Orthodox Church.

Assisting the Bishops at the altar were Rev. Fr. Arshag Khatchadourian,



Rev. Fr. Ardag Demirjian, and deacons. Close to 125 clergy from each Diocese
participated in the Liturgy, among them Very Rev. Fr. Muron Aznikian, Very
Rev. Fr. Baret Yeretzian, Very Rev. Fr. Dajad Yardemian, Very Rev. Fr.
Kegham Zakarian, and Very Rev. Fr. Barthev Gulumian.

The Liturgy began with the “Hrashapar” procession leading the four
Bishops to the altar. During the service the four spiritual heads of the
Churches, H.H. Karekin I, Catholicos of all Armenians, H.H. Aram |, Catholicos
of the Great House of Cilicia, H.H. Pope Shenouda Ill, head of the Coptic
Orthodox Church, and H.H. Patriarch Zakka |, head of the Syriac Orthodox
Church, were venerated by the Bishops.

During Holy Communion, clergy from each Diocese approached the altar
to receive Communion from their respective Bishops.

Very Rev. Fr. Muron Aznikian welcomed the clergy on behalf of the
Prelate after which he gave a lecture on the Feast of the Nativity and
Theophany of our Lord Jesus Christ. At the conclusion of the service, the
Prelate addressed the clergy wishing them and their Dioceses a prosperous
year.

The clergy then headed to Tumanjian Hall where the Prelate and Pastors
and Board of Trustees of Holy Cross hosted lunch. During the reception, the
Prelate invited the Bishops to offer their remarks. Christmas hymns were also
sung by the participants. The Prelate offered his well wishes to all and
presented the Bishops and clergy members with a memento.
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