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ACYA FIRST ANNUAL
SPIRITUAL REVIVAL AND AWAKENING RETREAT

The Armenian Church Youth Association, under the auspices of H.E.
Archbishop Moushegh Mardirossian, Prelate, held its first ever “Spiritual Revival
& Awakening” camping retreat at the AYF Camp.

The event brought young, faithful Armenians from the local churches of
the Western Prelacy together during the weekend of March 13, 2009. With the
guidance of Very Rev. Fr. Barthev Gulumian, and dedicated members of the
ACYA executive committee, fifty young Armenians came together from March
13th through the 15th at AYF Camp for prayer services, worship, testimonials,
and educational and enlightening lectures.

The retreat began on Friday evening with prayer service led by Fr.
Barthev and four deacons from local churches, in which all the youth
participated. The service was highlighted with a group reading of “| Confess in
Faith” by St. Nerses the Graceful. Prior to the service, all members were
presented with copies of prayer service books, a gift from the Prelate.

Day two of the seminar began with a morning hike, culminating in prayer
and spiritual songs being sung on a snowy mountaintop. The seminar officially
began with opening prayers and remarks by ACYA Chairman Raffi Naljian, who
also set the atmosphere for the topic of the seminar, “A Young Christian’s
Devotion to Cleanse from Sin and Lead a Life in Christ's Path”. Members
participated with the reading of scriptures, discussions, and a question-and
answer session with Fr. Barthev.

The event was highlighted with the visit of the Prelate, who was
accompanied by Rev. Fr. Vazken Atmajian, pastor of St. Mary’s Church in
Glendale. The Prelate conveyed his blessings and encouraged the youth and
young adults alike to grow spiritually and become more involved in various
church activities in the years to come. The Prelate later toured the
campgrounds with fellow members, joined members in various discussions,
blessed the luncheon, and participated in the afternoon lunch with the
attendees.

Upon the Prelate’s departure, the seminar continued with Fr. Barthev's
presentation on the Christian young adult’s commitment to daily prayer and a
God-pleasing lifestyle.

The nighttime portion of the event included a special service for prayer
requests. The agenda item provided the young adults with an opportunity to
request prayers for self- betterment, health, career, work, and loved ones.



The night concluded with a showing of a Biblical film and a late-night
bonfire where everyone joined in singing hymns, reading prayers and psalms,
and giving personal testimonials.

The third and final day of the spiritual retreat began with another morning
hike. Upon their return, the youth enjoyed a morning service conducted by Fr.
Barthev and deacons. Prior to the conclusion of the retreat, the members
relayed to each other their weekend experience and knowledge gained.

The retreat greatly and positively impacted the spirits of all those in
attendance and the members returned on Sunday afternoon with enlightened
minds and their hearts touched.

A Participant
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