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PRELATE WELCOMES IRANIAN MP GEVORG VARTANIAN

On the afternoon of Thursday, February 12", H.E. Archbishop Moushegh
Mardirossian, Prelate, welcomed to the Prelacy Iranian Parliament member
Gevorg Vartanian, who was accompanied by A.R.F. Central Committee
member Mr. Harout Manoukian and his wife Bianca. Religious Council
members Rev. Fathers Vazken Atmajian and Gomidas Torossian, as well as
the Chairman of the Friends of New Julfa Committee Mr. Vahak Abcarians were
also present.

Given it was Mr. Vartanian’s first visit to the Prelacy, the Prelate
acquainted him with the endeavors of the Prelacy which has served the
community for over thirty-five years under the jurisdiction of the Holy See of
Cilicia. He briefed Mr. Vartanian on future projects and plans, and extended an
invitation for him to attend services and participate in the traditional bonfire on
the eve of the Feast of the Presentation of our Lord, which will be celebrated at
St. Mary’s Church. The Prelate also reported that clergy members from the
three North American Prelacies would be gathering in Philadelphia next week
for the biennial joint Ghevontiants conference. In conclusion, the Prelate
spoke highly of the ongoing relations and collaboration with the Iranian-
Armenian community.

Mr. Vartanian relayed information about his endeavors and of the state
of the Armenian community in Iran. He asserted that the Armenian community
remains strong and closely tied with Armenia, and that the Armenian population
is well regarded in the country.

The Prelate and guest also exchanged information on commonalities
between the Prelacies of the Western United States and Tehran and on
collaborative efforts.

The meeting concluded with the Prelate conveying his best wishes to Mr.
Vartanian in his service to the Armenians of Iran and presented him with a
memento. Mr. Vartanian in turn presented the Prelate with a memento.
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