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bn wwwgwuhu Jtp, Unweunpn Uppwquwlp wunpwnwpéwt LwbL
1909nhU intnh niubgwé Unwlwih Ynnnpwdlbpnil 6L ngbyngtg jhowwnwyp
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uGpnlunutpp wktnp £ nwunmhwpwytbp ng Jhwju wugbwih wiwlunutbpnyg n
wndtpubpny, wj bwbL pwpqwiwd wwwaqwih Jdp nGuiwywuny:

PRELATE CONSECRATES NEW BAPTISMAL FONT AT
HOLY MARTYRS CHURCH

On Sunday, April 26", 2009, H.E. Archbishop Moushegh Mardirossian,
Prelate, presided over Divine Liturgy at Holy Martyrs Church in Encino, where
he also delivered the sermon, consecrated the new baptismal font, and blessed
the new altar curtain. At the conclusion of Divine Liturgy, the Prelate presided
over the requiem service during which prayers were offered for the martyrs of
the Adana massacres of 1909.

Prior to delivering the sermon, the Prelate, assisted by H.E. Archbishop
Yeprem Tabakian and Rev. Fr. Razmig Khatchadourian, consecrated the new
baptismal font blessed the new altar curtain.

The Prelate began his sermon by first and foremost thanking God for
bringing the faithful together to celebrate the third Sunday of Easter, Green
Sunday, and to proclaim triumphantly, “Praise be to You, O Lord, for Your
Glorious Resurrection”.

The Prelate noted that this Sunday has particularly special meaning
since it was the day that Jesus’ disciples gathered at the same upper room
where the Last Supper had taken place and with the blessing of wine and
bread, in the example of Jesus, conducted the first Christian church service and
experienced a blossoming in their faith, likening it to the blossoming of nature
designated the third Sunday of Easter Green Sunday. The disciples, reinforced
in their faith, subsequently set out to spread the Light and Word of God
throughout the world. “We, as the heirs of that staunch faith, must reaffirm and
reassert that we too are unyielding in our faith and manifest that faith through
our deeds and in the way we live our lives”, continued the Prelate.

In speaking of the consecration of the baptismal font, the Prelate
referred to the day’s Scripture reading which records a conversation between
Jesus and Nicodemus during which Jesus speaks to him about the necessity of
being born again and of being born of water and the Spirit to enter the kingdom
of God, praying for the new font to be a symbol of spiritual rebirth for us all.
The Prelate thanked the sponsors of the baptismal font, Mr. and Mrs. Armen
and Ani Akian, and the sponsors of the altar curtain, the Khodanian family,
praying for the Lord to bless and reward them for their devotion and support.

The Prelate noted that this year is the 100" anniversary of the Adana
massacres and invited the faithful to join in prayer for the souls of our 30,000
martyrs and for a just resolution to our cause. He concluded by stressing that
we maintain our focus on the new generation and to instruct them and instill in



them the value of our centuries old religious and national heritage to ensure not
just the survival but the progress of our church, our nation, and our cause.
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