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CELEBRATING THE NAME DAY OF HOLY CROSS CATHEDRAL

EPISCOPAL DIVINE LITURGY AND BLESSING OF MADAGH ON
THE FEAST OF THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS

On Sunday, September 13™, 2009, the Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy
Cross and the name-day of Holy Cross Cathedral was celebrated with
Episcopal Divine Liturgy and the blessing of madagh and basil.

Accompanied by the singing of “Hrashapar”, H.E. Archbishop Moushegh
Mardirossian, Prelate, proceeded to the altar, which was adorned with roses
and basil, to begin the service.



Parish pastors Rev. Fr. Nareg Pehlivanian and Rev. Fr. Ashod
Kambourian assisted at the altar, while former pastors Archpriest Fr. Nareg
Shrikian and Rev. Fr. Papken Manuelian participated in the service. Hundreds
of faithful were in attendance, among them Executive Council members,
delegates, sponsors, and friends.

In his sermon the Prelate reflected on the meaning behind the Holy
Cross saying, ®The Cross is a symbol of glory and redemption, the path to light
and righteousness, and the key to salvation. Those who look to the Cross and
fully comprehend its deeper meaning are cleansed and enlightened spiritually
and physically. The Armenian people have recognized the significance of the
Cross on which our Lord Savior shed His blood and which brings peace to our
lives. Thus, we are all called upon to reflect on our lives and strengthen our
faith and spirit by the power of the Holy Cross to find peace and salvation.UUL

Following Divine Liturgy the Prelate conducted the “Antasdan” ceremony,
blessing the four sides of the church, then the blessing of basil.

The Prelate, clergy, and faithful then headed to “Bagramian” Hall for the
blessing of “madagh”. The ceremony concluded with the singing of the Cilician
and Armenian national anthems.

During the ensuing reception remarks were delivered by Board of
Trustees Chair Dr. Hagop Dikranian, Executive Council Chair Dr. Garo Agopian,
Executive Council member Mr. Levon Kirakosian, and Ladies Auxiliary Chair
Mrs. Knar Baghdassarian. The Prelate then addressed the faithful, conveying
his blessings, commendation, and encouragement to all the servants of the
church, and wished success and prosperity to the parish.
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