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PRELATE CELEBRATES DIVINE LITURGY IN LAS VEGAS ON THE
THIRD ANNIVERSARY OF THE RE-ESTABLISHMENT OF THE
PARISH

On the weekend of September 25™, 2009, the third anniversary of the re-
establishment of the Las Vegas Parish was ceremoniously observed with a
banquet and Divine Liturgy celebrated by H.E. Archbishop Moushegh
Mardirossian, Prelate.

On Sunday, September 27", the Prelate arrived at the church where he
has greeted by scouts from the Homenetmen “Artsakh” Chapter.
Accompanying the Prelate and assisting at the altar were Very Rev. Fr. Barthev
Gulumian and Deacon Zohrab Yaralian. Among those in attendance were
Executive Council members Mr. Vahe Hovaguimian and Mr. Vabhrij Pilavjian.

Prior to his sermon the Prelate congratulated the parish community on
their anniversary, and commended all those who diligently serve for the growth
of the parish.

In his sermon on the Feast of the Holy Cross of Varak, the Prelate first
gave a brief historical background of the origin of the Feast, stating that the
miraculous event occurred sometime between the years 653 and 660, at a time
when the Armenian people were experiencing great hardships due to a series
of wars. It was in that despair that the Cross appeared and illuminated the
Varak Mountain as a symbol of hope and faith from God. And for twelve days
the Cross shined above the mountaintop, drawing in faithful from near and far
who came to offer prayers at the miraculous revelation. Furthermore, the Cross
appeared following the persistent prayers of generations of devout hermits who
lived in the mountains and whose primary desire was to be in the presence of
the Holy Cross. The Prelate asserted that this Feast still has great implications
for us today; “First, do not underestimate the power of prayer, be persistent in
your prayers, and pray with a pure heart and with faith. The hermits prayed for
generations until they were graced with the presence of the Holy Cross.
Second, comprehend the deep significance of the Cross. The Cross is love, a
symbol of the depths of God’s love for us, His children. It is faith, hope,
freedom from sin, redemption and salvation. The Holy Cross is a weapon
against enemies, protection for those who believe, comfort to those who fear; it
is life-giving.” Thus, the Prelate urged the faithful to look to the Cross for faith,
hope, strength, and healing, and trust in the power of the Cross as their guide
as they work for the splendor of the parish community.

The service concluded with the singing of the Cilician anthem and a
group photo.

The annual banquet was held on the evening of Saturday, September
26™, organized by the Parish Council and the Ladies Auxiliary. Welcoming
remarks were delivered by Mrs. Shake Ajamian and Parish Council Chair Mr.
Adroushan Armenian. An artistic program also took place. ANC representative
Mr. Ara Shirinian then introduced to the guests candidate for the U.S. Senate
Mr. Danny Tarkanian, who expressed his readiness to work closely with the
ANC to further the Armenian Cause upon his election.



During the banquet, long-time community activist Mr. Hriyr Dadaian was
honored for his service. On this occasion, the Prelate presented Mr. Dadaian
with a letter of blessing and commendation. “Mr. Hriyr Dadaian’s service has
encompassed a wide range of fields. In his youth, he served his country as a
member of the United States Air Force. Upon his relocation to Las Vegas in the
early 1990’s, he became a key player in the development and expansion of the
Las Vegas Armenian community. His decades-long contribution to the
advancement of the Armenian Cause is also noteworthy. He has worked
closely with the Armenian National Committee, fostering a working relationship
with public officials for awareness of our Cause and recognition of our rights,
and has also done great work through the Armenian American Cultural Society.
In short, Mr. Dadaian has spared no effort in working towards the progress of
the Armenian people, and his life and service should be an inspiration to all and
especially to our youth,” read the letter.

In addition to the Prelate’s letter of blessing and commendation, Mr.
Dadaian had received commendations from state and local officials for his
contributions to the Las Vegas community.

In conclusion the Prelate once again congratulated the parish
community, expressing hope that they the dream to have their own church will
be realized in the near future.
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