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ACYA SPIRITUAL REVIVAL II
“NEW BEGINNING”

On the weekend of April 9" to the 11™, 2010, the Armenian Church Youth
Association (ACYA), under the auspices of H.E. Archbishop Moushegh
Mardirossian, Prelate, held the Spiritual Revival Il “New Beginning” religious
retreat led by Very Rev. Fr. Barthev Gulumian and organized by the ACYA
Sisters’ Guild Sub-committee.

On the evening of April 9", over 50 youth from various Prelacy churches

gathered at St. Mary’s Church in Glendale to depart to AYF Camp. Upon
arrival, the youth were by a member of the organizing committee. The
weekend began with an Evening Service lead by Very Rev. Fr. Barthev
Gulumian, and an introduction of each youth.
Saturday, April 10", began with a hike, followed by Morning Service. After the
service, the youth viewed the taped message of the Prelate. All of us have
experienced new beginnings in our lives, such as moving to a new city, starting
a new job or school, making new friends, and so on, said the Prelate. However,
when we accept our Lord Jesus Christ as our personal Savior, we experience a
new beginning like no other. Our hearts and souls are transformed and every
day becomes a new beginning when we let God lead and direct our path. "Let
us recognize what it is we need to let go of to move into the new, ask God to
help us to release the negatives of the past, and follow His plan for our lives; for
a new beginning is discovered as we trust the plan of God. Let us admit our
spiritual needs, repent for our old lives, receive through prayer Jesus Christ in
our hearts, and accept the new identity and life God has granted us through His
Son our Lord Jesus Christ. And let us thank God for His promise and gift of
making all things new for us who believe, asking Him to help us cast off the old
and receive His gift of joy, peace, and a new beginning in His Son", concluded
the Prelate.

ACYA Chairman Raffi Naljian then delivered his message to the
participants. In the afternoon Fr. Barthev gave the first lecture entitled, ®New
beginning in this lifeUL. The youth learned that in order to have a new
beginning, an individual must renew his/her heart, soul and mind. After the
lecture, the youth divided into seven groups for a group activity where they
presented a new beginning from the Bible through a skit or reading. Each
group researched one of the following new beginnings: Noah, Virgin Mary, Mary
Magdalene, David, Paul, Abraham, and Moses. After a break, the second
lecture was presented by Fr. Barthev entitled, “New beginning in the after-life".
A question and answer session followed.



Following the lectures, two individuals were selected to present
testimonials on a new beginning in their life. One was a priest from Lebanon
who presented his testimonial through a live internet connection, and the other
was a retreat participant who presented his revelations and new beginning as a
Christian.  When the testimonials were complete, there was a roundtable
debate on whether women should be allowed into the priesthood and/or as
preachers? Two individuals were selected to present this topic, which was
followed by an active discussion.

Before the Saturday Evening Service, the youth wrote down their sins
anonymously to later be burned in the fireplace. The youth also wrote down
prayers that were placed in the middle of the room during the Evening Service
for God to hear our prayers. The night ended with a religious movie The Hiding
Place, and a bonfire.

Sunday, April 11", the last day of the retreat, began with a morning hike,
followed by Morning Service. After the service, each of the youth shared their
experiences about the retreat, such as how they would be able to utilize the
information learned from the Bible and their experiences in their everyday life to
make a new beginning for themselves. The day ended with the singing of three
religious songs by members of the "Lousavorich” choir.

Lydia Basmajian
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