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PRELATE CELEBRATES DIVINE LITURGY ON THE NAME DAY OF
FORTY MARTYRS CHURCH OF ORANGE COUNTY

On Sunday, March 14™ 2010, H.E. Archbishop Moushegh Mardirossian
celebrated Divine Liturgy at Forty Martyrs Church in Orange County on the
occasion of the Feast of the Forty Martyrs which is also the name day of the
church.

Assisting at the altar were Very Rev. Fr. Barthev Gulumian and parish
pastor Rev. Fr. Hrant Yeretzian.

Prior to his sermon, the Prelate gave thanks to God for granting the
opportunity to be with the Forty Martyrs parish community, and called on the
faithful to join him in prayer for peace and harmony to all the peoples of the
world. The Prelate remembered the founders of Forty Martyrs Church and all
the faithful servants who driven by their faith, devoted their time and efforts to
the establishment and advancement of the church.

The Prelate’s sermon focused on the lives and virtues of the forty
martyrs who were martyred in the year 316 for their unyielding faith and
devotion to God. The Prelate pointed out how Sepastia lake became like a



baptismal font for the martyred youth, from where looking up to the heavens
they saw the Light which is Jesus Christ and received inspiration to remain
steadfast in their faith. Those who defended their faith and their faith in our
Savior Jesus Christ became worthy of eternal life while the one who faltered in
his faith and fled the freezing waters succumbed. Like the forty martyrs, we too
must live a life of faith and prayer and stand firm in our devotion and loyalty to
God so as not to allow anyone or any thing to weaken our faith, said the
Prelate, and concluded by urging the faithful to become renewed by the
inspiring lives of the forty martyrs.

Following the service requiem was offered for the souls of the late parish
pastor and servants of the church, after which the Prelate was led in a
procession to “Gugasian” Hall to conduct the blessing of madagh.

A luncheon followed at the hall. Rev. Fr. Hrant Yeretzian welcomed the
faithful and expressed his thanks to the Prelate for joining the community on
this occasion and to Fr. Barthev for participating in the services. He continued,
thanking Executive Council Chair Dr. Garo Agopian, church and hall sponsors
Keuylian and Gugasian families, and sponsors of the day’s madagh, the
Tatarian family. A short cultural program also took place.

In his message, the Prelate commended the Ladies Guild and all those
who worked hard to prepare for the day. He invited the community to gather
around the church and unite their efforts, working in unison and harmony for the
splendor of Forty Martyrs Church and the parish community of Orange County.

The day came to a close with the benediction by the Prelate.
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