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YEAR OF THE ARMENIAN WOMAN KICKS OFF WITH A
LITERARY LUNCHEON AT THE PRELACY

In response to the proclamation by H.H. Catholicos Aram | declaring
2010 the Year of the Armenian Woman, a number of events will take place
within the Western Prelacy throughout the year to honor the role and
contributions of the Armenian woman.

The celebration of the Year of the Armenian Woman kicked off on
Thursday, January 28™ 2010, with a literary luncheon at the Prelacy “Dikran
and Zarouhie Der Ghazarian” Hall held under the auspices of H.E. Archbishop
Moushegh Mardirossian, Prelate, and organized by the Ladies Auxiliary.

The hall was filled to capacity as nearly 150 women had gathered for the
event. Following the invocation by the Prelate, Ladies Auxiliary Chair Mrs.
Mariam Karapetian delivered the welcoming remarks, in which she spoke of the
purpose of the gathering, which is the first in a series to be held throughout the
year, and cited passages from the Pontifical message on the value of the
Armenian woman.

The keynote speaker was renowned author and scholar Mrs. Sona
Zeitlian, who presented the topic “The Role of the Armenian Woman in
Armenian Life: Past and Present”.

Mrs. Zeitlian firstly noted that this and past proclamations by His
Holiness serve to broaden our knowledge and foster our collective intellect as a
community. She stressed that in honor of the Year of the Armenian Woman, it
is imperative that proper recognition be given to Armenian women for their role
as the pillars of our families, given that healthy families are the foundation of
healthy and strong societies. She reflected on the monumental responsibilities
Armenian women have taken on in our history, from pre-Christian times to the
present-day, as defenders and promoters of our national identity, instillers of
our religious and national values, and their contributions to our homeland and
people through social service organizations such as the Armenian Relief
Society which this year will be celebrating its centennial.

In conclusion, Mrs. Zeitlian touched upon challenges facing Armenian
women. She reminded the guests that in the days of the First Republic of
Armenia, women had the right to vote, which was not a widespread
phenomenon for that time. In the 21% century, the challenge for the Armenian
woman is to lead a life cognizant of her rights and responsibilities, and of her
input in society, all the while bearing in mind the all-important truth of a healthy
family yields a strong society.

The cultural program included a recitation by Ladies Auxiliary member
Mrs. Salpi Srourian of a poem dedicated to Armenian mothers.

The event concluded with the Prelate’s message. The Prelate first
informed the guests that the Pontifical Message of the Year of the Armenian
Woman will be read in Prelacy Churches on Sunday, February 21%. The
Prelate exalted the invaluable contributions of Armenian women in our national
life, and their multifaceted roles as mothers, pillars of our families, educators,
nurturers, and preservers of our culture and traditions. He noted how centuries



on, Armenian woman continue to look to the Holy Mother of God, and the
sacrificial and virtuous life she lived, for inspiration and guidance. In
conclusion, the Prelate stressed the great importance of the Armenian woman
as an equal contributor to our collective lives and communities.
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