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H.H. ARAM | WELCOMES U.S. STATE DEPARTMENT'S EFFORTS
WITH TURKISH AUTHORITIES REGARDING THE RESTORATION
OF CONFISCATED PROPERTIES TO RELIGIOUS MINORITIES

Hereunder the letter of His Holiness Aram | to the Secretary of State the
Honorable Hillary Rodham Clinton:

Dear Secretary Clinton,

A few days ago we returned from a pontifical visit to the Armenian com-
munity of California under the jurisdiction of the Armenian Catholicosate of
Cilicia. We were proud, indeed, to be a witness to so many achievements which
have been realized in our community during the last few years in all spheres of
its life.

In fact, during our meetings with the community organizations, the
Armenian National Committee of America shared with us your letter of
September 14, 2011 in which you re-affirmed the support of the United States
of America for religious freedom in Turkey, announcing at the same time the
commitment of your government to raising your "concern regarding the
restoration of previously confiscated properties to religious minority communi-
ties with Turkish authorities at the highest levels". We warmly welcome this
courageous initiative.

The Holy See of Cilicia, which was violently uprooted from its centuries-
old Seat, remains the legal owner and spiritual steward for numerous churches,
monasteries, hospitals, nursing homes, schools, orphanages, monuments,
cemeteries, and other religious sites and properties across the Armenian lands
currently within the borders of present-day Turkey. These properties, as well as
countless movable assets YL among them spiritual and cultural treasures YU
were illegally seized from the Armenian Church by the Ottoman Turkish Empire
starting in the 1890's and extending through the entire Armenian Genocide
(1915). Indeed, the tragic history of mass murder in Turkey, as well as the con-
fiscation and desecration of religious sites is well documented by governments,
churches and academic institutions around the world, including, we understand,
in the vast archival holdings of the U.S. Department of State.

In a letter to the Prime minister of Turkey, Mr. Recep Tayyip Erdogan
dated August 31, 2011, we observed that the August 26, 2011 announcement



of Turkey's government in respect to the confiscated properties of religious mi-
norities represents only a small, as yet unrealized, step toward justice. We also
underscored that the Armenian people will never stop demanding justice from
Turkey and full restoration of their national rights.

Dear Mrs. Secretary,

We support your firm stand and offer you our assistance in this worthy
endeavor as your government seeks to secure the return by Turkey of confis-
cated religious properties to their rightful owners.

Prayerfully

ARAM |
CATHOLICOS OF CILICIA
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PRELATE WELCOMES CALIFORNIA STATE ASSEMBLY
MAJORITY LEADER CHARLES CALDERON



On Friday, November
11, 2011, H.E. Archbishop
Moushegh Mardirossian,
Prelate, welcomed to the
Prelacy  California  State
Assembly Majority Leader
Charles Calderon.
Assemblymember Calderon
was joined by his son lan
Calderon, who is a candidate
for the California State
Assembly District 58 seat

- o : currently held by his father.
Very Rev. Fr. Muron Aznlklan Executlve Council member Mr. Levon
Kirakosian, ANC Western Region Government Affairs Director Mr. Haig
Hovsepian, and San Gabriel Valley ANC Chairman Mr. Viken Pakradouni joined
the Prelate in the meeting.

The discussion centered on the return of confiscated Armenian Churches
in Turkey, and what assistance the California State Assembly may be able to
provide in this matter, as well as other important issues relevant to the
Armenian community.

At the conclusion of the meeting the Prelate presented Assemblymember
Calderon with a Pontifical Visit memento.
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PRELATE CONGRATULATES JACK HADJINIAN ON HIS
ELECTION TO THE MONTEBELLO CITY COUNCIL



On Tuesday, November 8, 2011, Jack Hadjinian became the first
Armenian-American elected to the Montebello City Council. Mr. Hadjinian has
been a community activist for many years and serves the Armenian Church as
a Delegate and Board of Trustees member of Holy Cross Cathedral in
Montebello.

On behalf of the Prelacy Religious and Executive Councils, the Prelate
sent a congratulatory letter to Mr. Hadjinian, expressing confidence that he will
serve the city of Montebello with the same dedication and integrity that he has
served our Church and community, and will work hard to advance the best
interests of the resident and the progress of the city.
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nwpwg nwuphb Yynnut, nGUwdwpnietwdp pdpwdwp MNpu. YUndhwnwu
PbohoGwlh: Gpgbgnnnietwl Yyp Jwulwygkhl LwbEL Yyhpwyuoptw) nwynngh
wowytGpwnubnp:

Lwhupwl pwnnqp, «Wjuon NLpwhiwgwu» 2wnpwywuh
Epgbgnnnietwdp hunpwl pwnénwgwl dnuwnpnietwl hwdwn
wWwuwnnpwuwnniwsé 10 nyhputpp' Swynp Stdhpdtwl, Uwunik] Mwjpwdbwl,




Rwjy Ohwlutubwlu, Uwpghu ULwbdwpbwlu, UWwnhu MNwuwwlubwl, WYEph
Uwpqwptbwlu, UWibnpu Qwpwprtwl, ULwpbly lwswwnnipbwl, dpkd
MNwjpwdbwu Gu YEph MEpwEpGwUu: QGnUwnpnipbtwlU jwwninlly wnoppuGnL,
uwnunuutpnt  GL pwpwywlubpne  Gpgbgnnnipbwdp  wnbnh  nlubgui
hngGwwpwn wpwpnnniehiup 6o UGpYwutpp GpyhtnwoénRtwUp hEnGLltgwu
pEt huswtu Uppwqwl 3Swjpp, O6Ujwgnp pubdwjGwiLGpnil  thnjuwlgbg
nwpnietwl 4 wunmhdwulbnp, nwpunwyhwyniptwdp Atpw. S. Uphtnnlu O.
Jnn. UguhyGwlh:

- Ywnpg MUwwwuniebwU, npwtugh wnoppny GL GpyhLtnwoénLREwUp,
hwiwwnwgbwutnniu wnebL pwluwl Wuwnnidn) tnwl nninp:

- Ywng Cluptpgwunietwl, npwtugh pupbpgwunietwl dwdpny hptlug
dwinptpp qupqwgubl, Wuwnnwdén) fuouptinnil Gu opEupuGnniu inGnbwy pwu
GL GYGnGgLn) Uk qgnuyniebwdp upnwUu Wunp fjuouptipp:

- Ywng Gpndutgniggniebwl, gng unnyhlu »3pwdwnhdp«p, Jwubu swnp Gu
thwnwinptU 3wjpp, Npnhu 6L Unipp 3nghl:

- bwng Qwhpuywnietwu, nip dGnUwnpninn nwhputGpnl h2luwlncehiu
up umgLI: LIl:n unan GytnbgLn) gwhl:nu nL Jwuptnutpp Jwnbint GL JwnpBnt:

' WpwnpnnnietUEU Gunp
Uppwqwl  3wjpp  hp  fuoupp Unp
. dGnuwnpninn nwhpuGpnlu nunnGny
Jwpnwg  Uibwmwpwuh  hGwnGLlGw]
wwwgwdp. «SEp Wuwnniwé, ene U.
Inghhn twnwquwjrLGpnY |NLuwLnpkE
wju unthpGwutpniu Jhwinpp, npwkugh
hwiwwpny uwywuwpytu Lno U
Gytntghhn»:

«Yu  wunhdéwupb  np  Yp
gwulwjhp» puwL Unppwquwln,
«Wuinnitwéd wpdwuh ppwe dtgh: MnLp
hwdptGpnipbwdp GL
swluwuhpniebwdp ophuwly whwh
Swnwjtp  4Gp  2ppwwywwmhu G
Wuwnnwén) wgphu gnybh G wwpybown
SwnwjnnuGn whwh pwpe: Q6
YGwlph pUpwgphl jwpwwnbL whinh
unpyhp 4tp niubgwédp wwht) Gu atp
ghintGlhputpp wibgutl: Nppwl nn
unpyhp,  wjbpwl  whwnh  wéhp
hnqbwtu, whuwh qupgwuwp
Jonwinpwwtbu 6L wjn wyhwnh prw
Gpw2tuhpp, npwtugh &bp  pwjtpp
pupwlwU jugnnnieEUE jJwennniehLlu: Wuop, nnip GhUEnGgwywu wwowoluh GL
SwnwjnirtwU hpwihpnibgwp, npwtugh nupniebwl dwdpny wpdbinpktp
nnip &Gqg. &Gp qnpép hppbL |nLuwinp 6pwg dGqUE wnwy pnn pupwlwy,
npwktugh nnip wwjdwnwlwp nt ywjdwnwglutp Wunnidn) inniup:




«Uppng Lwhwwnwlwg GutntgLn) hhduwnnpniptwlu 48-nn
nwptnwpdhu Uunthpniwéd wju U, Mwunwpwaght, Wunniwéd dtg pninnpu
wndwuh ppwt 6L pudh 2unph wwnpgbibg, np Gutntginy unthpbwp 10
uwwuwnpyntuGpnlt nwpnietwUu 4 wuwmhdwlUubpp  2unphtUp, npnup
hhJuwywUu wnwohUu wuwnhdwllubpu G JGp GuGntgLn) dwnwjnietwl Gu UG
oSwnwjwlywl  YGwuphu: Huwmwh Gnkp, np  wuwhuh nwpnieGwU
wuwnhdwuutpnt wpdwlwgwd wywwnwlh 6o Gphnwuwpn unthpGwuGpkEu E,
npn Jtp Gytntghu hwpunwgwé E LPwhwlwlbpny, “wpnwuwbunbpny,
Gwhuynwnuutpny 6L Ywpnnhynultpnd:

«UhptLh nwhpubp GL hwiwwnwgbwutp, gbnbghy gniqunhwynietwdp
Jdp wjuopniwl WiGnwpwUuht  wywwgwdp hwiwwnmph dwupU £, npnyhGunb
hwiwwph Jpwj hhduniwé £ wdtl wuwnmhdwl, Uuncthpnd 6o SwnwjniehLu:
Juwnnwh bGnktp, np JGp nluGgwé hwiwwmpht Jwpdwwpniehtup Wunniwé
whwnh wwj Jtgh Gpyuph wppwjniebwlu JdEp: GUE'p wjuon, punpGup
WuwnniédE, np dJGgut pipwpwlshippl wywpgbie hdwuwnnipbwU  hngh,
npwtugh OSwnwjwywlu hus YGwluph G yhdwyh dJEp w| guwunthup,
ghinwlygonptt hwiwwnwlp G ghwnwlygoptt YGwuph JGpwdbup dJbGp
Swnwjwlywlu YGwlpp: Wuop dGp Sunnutpu nt hwpwquwuwubpp hngblywu
gnhnibwynipbwdp JwjtGltghu hptug uhpbhuGpniu nupnietwU wuwnhdwuh
wnnwgniehitup. Junmwh  GJ, np wunUp hpGlg Swnwjwywu YGwlpny,
gnpéUwwktu whwh wpdbinpbu  hpGug nwpnietwl  Yngndp, Wuwnnudn)
ywdphU nL ywwunnthpwuutGpniu hGnGLGiny GL huwquwuntny:
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dtp thpyhgp Shuntu Ephuwnp
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dowyutpp bp wjghhux»:
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uncthpGwuGnniu pwppn:
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ghpGup thpyt GpGGth nu wubpbinje thnpanighllubpEl G dwnwjwywl
nLjuinh Ut ywhkE wuhuwfuwn:
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EPISCOPAL DIVINE LITURGY AND ORDINATION OF ACOLYTES
ON THE 48™ ANNIVERSARY OF HOLY MARTYRS CHURCH IN
ENCINO

On Sunday, November 6™, 2011,
the 48" anniversary of Holy Martyrs
Church in Encino was celebrated with
Episcopal Divine Liturgy, ordination of
acolytes, and the blessing of madagh.

H.E. Archbishop Moushegh
Mardirossian, Prelate, celebrated Divine
Liturgy and delivered the sermon. Very
Rev. Fr. Muron Aznikian and Rev. Fr.
Razmig Khatchadourian assisted at the
altar. H.E. Archbishop Yeprem Tabakian
was also present at the services.

During the service, the Prelate
ordained as acolytes Hagop Demirjian,
Manuel Bayramian, Haig Ohanessian,
Sarkis Najarian, Adiss Bablanian, Gary
| Markarian, Avedis Patatian, Nareg
Khatchadourian, Vrej Bayramian, and
" Gary Berberian.




Prior to the sermon, the ten candidates ascended the altar where they
knelt as the Prelate, with the reading and singing of prayers, hymns, and
Psalms, ordained them as acolytes.

Addressing the newly ordained acolytes, the Prelate stated that through
their service they will serve as an example to others and urged them to
continuously increase their knowledge for the more they learn the more they will
grow spiritually and mentally and better serve our Church. Stressing the
importance of the day, the Prelate noted that young adults and adults who have
been ordained as acolytes, which is the first level of service in the Armenian
Church, have gone on to become priests, monks, Bishops, Archbishops, and
Catholicoi, and thus enriched our Church with their service.

The Prelate noted that the day's Scripture reading on faith coincided
beautifully with the ordinations as service and devotion is built on faith, and our
faith will be rewarded by God through eternal life. Let us beseech Almighty
God to grant us the wisdom to remain on our path of service, said the Prelate,
and addressing the acolytes said, "today your parents and relatives were filled
with spiritual joy as they witnessed your ordinations. We are confident that you
will remain committed to your calling and serve devotedly and in fulfillment of
God's will."

"May this blessed day be a day of renewal for us all and an inspiration to
stay strong in our faith, live Christ centered lives, and remain the faithful
followers of our Lord Jesus Christ", concluded the Prelate.

At the conclusion of his sermon, the Prelate gave thanks to God for
granting the opportunity to celebrate the 48™ anniversary of the Church and to
ordain the acolytes which will enrich the Church in its service. The Prelate
honored the memory of past servants for their contributions to the progress of
the Church, and prayed for God to safeguard the current servants and lead
them in their service.

Following the requiem, the Prelate was led in a procession to
"Avedissian" Hall where he conducted the blessing of madagh, prepared by the
parish Ladies Auxiliary and sponsored by Mrs. Jeanette Vartazarian in memory
of her husband Razmig Vartazarian.

After the ceremony, the Prelate commended the Parish Pastor, Board of
Trustees, and Ladies Auxiliary for their service, and Mrs. Vartazarian for her
donation.

The day's celebration came to a close with the Prelate's benediction, and
the Cilician and Armenian national anthems.
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Unwpbiwywl Gytntginy Gnpwjpwygniptwl ubpywjwgnighsubpp, npnup
Ugqqg. UnwelUnpnwpwl GUwéd EhU' Unwelunpn UppwquwUuhlu qbynigbint
Gnpwjpwygniebwl  wphuwwnwlpubpntt n. Spwaghputpnil Jwuhpl:
Rwunhwnudhu Jwulwyhg Gnwe Uqg. Unwolnpnwpwuh Ephunnutwywl
Qwunhwnpwynietwl pwdwudniuph Jwpphs QGpw. S. Uhtnnu G, dpn.
UquhytGwu:

LGpywjwgnighsgubnp Unwselnnn Uppwquwlp hpwihptghu
QnhwpwunitebwlU woUhU wnrhpny Gnpwjpwlgniptwlu  Jwqlwybpwwéd
dGnuwnpyhu: klnphpnwygniphlbutpp pugpytGghu Uqg. Wnwolnpnwpwuh
hnJwUhhUu wwy JGp GubntghutGpnu Jtp wbnh nLutgnn unipp gpwjhu
uGpunnnniebwlu nu hngbunp nwunhwpwyniptwl w2huwwnwuplbnp, npnug
dwupb  UGpYwjwgnighgutpp wnpunwjwjnnttgwl gnhniuwyniptwdp:
PUlwnpyntbgwl UwbL GnpwjpwygnipbwU nu Uqq. Wnwolunpnwpwuhu Jhebi
gnpéwygnietwl ubpunwgdwl nL punwpdwydwlu vhengubpp:

PRELATE WELCOMES ARMENIAN ECCLESIASTICAL
BROTHERHOOD MEMBERS

On Friday, November
4, 2011, H.E. Archbishop
Moushegh Mardirossian,
Prelate, welcomed to the
Prelacy members of the
Armenian Ecclesiastical
Brotherhood. Very Rev. Fr.
Muron Aznikian participated
in the meeting.

The guests reported
on the current and future
activities and endeavors of
the Brotherhood, and invited
the Prelate to their annual
Thanksgiving celebration.
There was also a discussion
on Bible studies and Christian Education offered at Prelacy Churches, and talk
on expanding collaboration between the Prelacy and the Armenian
Ecclesiastical Brotherhood.
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