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PRELATE WELCOMES UNITED NATIONS
RESIDENT COORDINATOR DAFINA GERCHEVA

On Wednesday, May 4" 2011, H.E. Archbishop Moushegh Mardirossian,
Prelate, welcomed to the Prelacy United Nations Resident Coordinator Ms.
Dafina Gercheva and Senior Advisor Mr. Armen Baibourtian. They were
accompanied by Armenian American Chamber of Commerce Vice-President
Mr. Yervand Arjoyan, and Mr. Khatchadour Khoodigian, who had coordinated
the visit.

Very Rev. Fr. Barthev Gulumian, Central Executive member Mr. Vahe
Yacoubian, Executive Council Chair Mrs. Rima Boghossian, and Executive
Council Vice-Chair Mr. George Chorbajian participated in the meeting.

The Prelate gave a general overview of the Prelacy's endeavors and
mission, focusing specifically on our churches and schools. The guests
reported on the endeavors of international organizations operating in Armenia
and also on United Nations development programs aimed at improving
Armenia's financial and social sectors. There was also discussion on Diaspora
assistance to Armenia and how individuals and organizations can aid Armenia
through the United Nations.

In response to questions from the guests on Armenian communities in
America, the Prelate and Council members spoke of persecution by the
Ottoman Empire and the subsequent Genocide as the primary reason for
emigration of Armenians to America. They also noted that the Armenian
community of Fresno can play an important role in the development of Armenia
since they live in a largely agricultural area and have unique experiences that
other communities may not.

At the conclusion of their meeting, the Prelate presented the guests with
mementos.



