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FEAST OF THE PRESENTATION OF OUR LORD CELEBRATION
WITHIN THE PRELACY

- HOMENETMEN SCOUTS ANNUAL MEETING WITH THE PRELATE



Monday, February 14, 2011 was the Feast of the Presentation of our
Lord to the Temple. The eve of the Feast was celebrated on Sunday, February
13", with evening service and the traditional bonfire in Prelacy churches.

H.E. Archbishop Moushegh Mardirossian, Prelate, presided over the
service at St. Mary's Church in Glendale and also delivered the sermon. In
keeping with tradition, Homenetmen leaders and scouts as well as members of
the Armenian Church Youth Association were in attendance.

In his sermon, the Prelate reminded the faithful that H.H. Catholicos
Aram | has proclaimed this year the Year of the Armenian Child, stating that it is
the responsibility of all to heed this call by His Holiness and give extra focus to
the development of our children. The Prelate also spoke of the day's Feast and
what it means to us today. He stated that Joseph and Mary presented Jesus to
the Temple in keeping with the religious and national traditions of the day,
stressing that each and every Armenian Christian today has the same
responsibility to remain faithful to our traditions and to instill those traditions in
our children. In conclusion, the Prelate urged that as a nation we present
ourselves to our Lord and submit ourselves to Him so that we may receive His
abundant blessings in our lives.

After the Prelate's sermon, parents approached the altar and handed
their children to the Reverend Fathers to present to the altar.

Following the church service, clergy and faithful gathered in the church
courtyard for the lighting of the traditional bonfire, around which they sang
traditional songs.

The church Board of Trustees then hosted a dinner at the "Armenak Der
Bedrossian" Hall. Parish Pastor Rev. Fr. Vazken Atmajian was the Master of
Ceremonies. Welcoming remarks were delivered by Board of Trustees Chair
Mr. Zareh Markarian, followed by remarks by Homenetmen Regional Executive
representative Mr. Pierre Manoukian and Scouting leader Mr. Paul Derderian.
On behalf of the greater Homenetmen family, both thanked the Prelate for his
paternal care and guidance and gave their word that all their activities
throughout this year would be dedicated to the Armenian child.

Very Rev. Fr. Barthev Gulumian then gave a brief explanation to the
scouts on the meaning of the day's Feast. Stating that Jesus was sent to
illuminate the world and our spirits, he urged the Homenetmen leaders to
become the guiding light for our scouts and instruct them on the ways of our
faith and national values.

In his message, the Prelate once again commended the members of the
Homenetmen Regional Executive and scouts leaders for their dedication to the
proper upbringing of our youth, and urged all to serve our faith, our church,
nation, and homeland with the same devotion. Attendees then received prayer
books and mementos, and the evening came to a close with the collective
singing of "Harach Nahadag".



