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NAME DAY OF FORTY MARTYRS CHURCH CELEBRATED WITH
EPISCOPAL DIVINE LITURGY AND BLESSING OF MADAGH

On Sunday, April 3, 2011, the name day of Forty Martyrs Church in
Orange County was celebrated with Episcopal Divine Liturgy and the blessing
of madagh.

Divine Liturgy was celebrated by H.E. Archbishop Moushegh
Mardirossian, Prelate, who also delivered the sermon and conducted the
blessing of madagh ceremony.

Very Rev. Fr. Barthev Gulumian and Parish Pastor Archpriest Fr. Hrant
Yeretzian assisted at the altar.

Prior to his sermon, the Prelate gave thanks to God for the opportunity to
celebrate the name day of the church with the community, and invited the
faithful to join him in praying for peace and harmony to all nations.

Given that the day before was the Feast of the Forty Martyrs, the
Prelate's sermon focused on the lives and virtues of the forty martyrs who were
martyred in the year 316 for their faith and allegiance to their Christian faith.
He spoke of how Sepastia Lake became like a baptismal font for the martyrs,
from where lookeding up to heavens they saw the Light which is Jesus Christ
and received the strength to remain steadfast in their faith. That is how they
became worthy of eternal life. Like the forty martyrs, we too must our lives with
unfaltering faith, incessant prayer, and unyielding devotion to God, said the
Prelate.

The Prelate also spoke of the message given to us by the Sunday of the
Judge, which is to pray without tiring. He emphasizes the importance of prayer
as a means of cleansing our souls and bringing us closer to God, and as a
medium through which we submit our needs to His will.

Following the service, requiem prayers were offered for the souls of all
departed servants and sponsors of the church, after which the Prelate was led
in a procession to "Gugasian" Hall for the blessing of madagh, which was
prepared by the Parish Ladies Guild.

A luncheon followed at the hall. Rev. Fr. Hrant welcomed the guests and
thanked the Prelate for conducting the day's services and celebrating with the
community. He also thanked Fr. Barthev for participating in the services, and



Executive Council members Mrs. George Chorbajian and Mr. Toros Kejejian for
their attendance. He then presented the newly elected Parish Board of
Trustees and Delegates, and thanked them as well for their attendance.

In his message, the Prelate commended all the servants of the church,
and especially the Ladies Guild for their hard work in preparing for the day. He
invited all those in attendance to unite their efforts and work together for the
splendor of the church and the community of Orange County.

The day's festivities came to a close with the Prelate's benediction.



