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PONTIFICAL DIVINE LITURGY AND MESSAGE
AT HOLY TRINITY CHURCH IN FRESNO

October 9, 2011 will be remembered as a historic day for the Fresno
Armenian Community and specifically for the Holy Trinity Church famiy.

On that day, His Holiness Catholicos Aram |, during his Pontifical visit to
Fresno celebrated Divine Liturgy in the historic church and delivered his
Pontifical message to the faithful.

Participating in the Liturgy were H.E. Archbishop Moushegh
Mardirossian, Prelate, H.E. Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan, Prelate of the
Eastern United States, and Staff Bearer Very Rev. Mesrob Sarkissian. Present
were members of the Central Executive and Executive Council, and hundreds
of faithful. His Holiness Aram | was greeted by the Deacons and the Choir of
the church at the footsteps of the church. Also, greeting His Holiness were the
Homenetmen Scouts of the Sassoon Chapter to honor His Holiness.

During the extraordinary and beautiful Liturgy, the students of the Holy
Trinity Armenian Apostolic Church sang the RChristos Ee Mech.UL His
Holiness Aram | then delivered his Pontifical message, speaking about the
importance of having faith. His Holiness added that only by believing in our
Lord Jesus Christ can one be a true Christian. Having faith brings a sense of
peace and strength to humanity. His Holiness explained that being a true



Christian does not necessarily mean to simply follow Bible studies but to
actually live the Christian life. One must apply the meanings in the Bible and
apply them in one’s own personal life. Doing this also means that one must
participate in the church and by doing so, the Church brings meaning to our
lives and our children’s lives. His Holiness concluded by urging the faithful to
demonstrate their faith and commitment by actively participating in Church life.

MEETING WITH THE SUNDAY SCHOOL STUDENTS

After the Divine Liturgy, His Holiness Aram | went to greet and speak to
the Sunday school children, who had been anxiously waiting for him. The
children and many of their parents as well warmly greeted His Holiness. Board
member Mr. Michael Sarabian delivered his welcoming remarks and introduced
Mrs. Sato Sanikian, who also gave her welcoming remarks. Sunday School
students Nareg Apkarian and Gohar Sanikian welcomed His Holiness both in
Armenian and English.

His Holiness Aram | spoke to the children and encouraged them to lead a
Christian life. He then gave the children an opportunity to ask him a number of
questions which he answered in a very endearing manner.



