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¸²êºðàôÜ 

 
 ºñ»ëáõÝ ÑÇÝ· ï³ñáõ³Ý ·»Õ»óÇÏ ³õ³Ý¹áõÃÇõÝ ÙÁÝ ¿ áñ ÏÁ 

ß³ñáõÝ³ÏáõÇ« »ñμ ³Ûë ï³ñÇ »õë ²Ù»ñÇÏ³ÛÇ ØÇ³ó»³É Ü³Ñ³Ý·Ý»ñáõ 
²ñ»õ»É»³Ý »õ ²ñ»õÙï»³Ý áõ ¶³Ý³ï³ÛÇ Â»Ù»ñáõ ³õ»ÉÇ ù³Ý 30 
ÏÕ»ñ³Ï³ÝÝ»ñ êñμáó Ô»õáÝ¹»³Ýó ø³Ñ³Ý³ÛÇó ïûÝÇÝ ³éÇÃáí  
(μ³ó³é³μ³ñ ³Ûë ï³ñÇ ×³Ùμáñ¹³Ï³Ý ¹Åáõ³ñáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñ Ñ³ñÃ»Éáõ 
Ýå³ï³Ïáí« Ð³Ù³·áõÙ³ñÁ Ù¿Ï ß³μ³Ã Ï³ÝáõË ï»ÕÇ áõÝ»ó³õª ³éÇÃ 
ï³Éáõ Ñ³Ù³ñ ³é³ÝÓÇÝ Ñ³Ù³ÛÝùÝ»ñáõÝ ×Çß¹ Å³Ù³Ý³ÏÇÝ Ï³ñ»Ý³É Ýß»Éáõ 
Ñ³Ù³ñ ß³μÃáõ³Ý ïûÝ»ñÁ)  Ñ³õ³ùáõ»ó³Ý ÂáñáÝÃáÛÇ ê© ²ëïáõ³Í³ÍÇÝ 
Ð³Ûó© ²é³ù© ºÏ»Õ»óõáÛ Û³ñÏÇÝ ï³Ï« »ñ»ùûñ»³Û Û³Ûï³·ñáí ÙÁª 
ùÝÝ³ñÏ»Éáõ Ñ³Ù³ñ Ã»Ù»ñë Ûáõ½áÕ ³½·³ÛÇÝ-ÏñûÝ³Ï³Ý »õ »Ï»Õ»ó³Ï³Ý 
Ùï³Ñá·áõÃÇõÝÝ»ñÁª Ý³Ë³·³ÑáõÃ»³Ùμ »ñ»ù Ã»Ù³Ï³É ²é³çÝáñ¹ 
êñμ³½³ÝÝ»ñáõÝª ´³ñÓñ© î© Ê³Å³Ï ²ñù© Ú³Ïáμ»³Ý (¶³Ý³ï³ÛÇ 
ÑÇõñÁÝÏ³É Â»Ù)« ´³ñÓñ© î© úß³Ï³Ý ²ñù© âûÉáÛ»³Ý (²©Ø©Ü³Ñ³Ý·Ý»ñáõ 
²ñ»õ»É»³Ý Â»Ù)« »õ ´³ñÓñ© î© Øáõß»Õ ²ñù© Ø³ñïÇñáë»³Ý 
(²©Ø©Ü³Ñ³Ý·Ý»ñáõ ²ñ»õÙï»³Ý Â»Ù): 

 ÄáÕáíÇÝ μ³óáõÙÁ Ï³ï³ñáõ»ó³õ 21 ö»ïñáõ³ñÇÝ« ³é³õûï»³Ý 
Å³ÙÁ 10:30-ÇÝ« Ñ³õ³ù³Ï³Ý ³ÕûÃùáí: ÐÇõñÁÝÏ³É ÐáíÇõÇÝª ¶»ñå© î© 
Ø»ÕñÇÏ Ì© ìñ¹© ´³ñÇù»³ÝÇ μ³ñÇ ·³ÉáõëïÇ Ëûëù¿Ý »ïù« áÕçáÛÝÇ »õ 
ûñÑÝáõÃ»³Ý Ëûëù»ñáí »ÉáÛÃ áõÝ»ó³Ý ²ñ»õ»É»³Ý »õ ²ñ»õÙï»³Ý Â»ÙÇ 
²é³çÝáñ¹ êñμ³½³Ý Ð³Ûñ»ñÁ: 

 ÚáïÁÝÏ³Ûë áõÝÏÝ¹ñáõ»ó³õ Ø»ÍÇ î³ÝÝ ÎÇÉÇÏÇáÛ êáõñμ ²ÃáéÇ 
¶³Ñ³Ï³Éª Ü©ê©ú©î©î© ²ñ³Ù ²© Î³ÃáÕÇÏáëÇ å³ï·³ÙÁ« ½áñ ÁÝÃ»ñó»ó 
ÑÇõñÁÝÏ³É Ã»ÙÇ ²é³çÝáñ¹ ´³ñÓñ© î© Ê³Å³Ï ²ñù© Ú³Ïáμ»³Ý: ì»Ñ³÷³é 
Ð³Ûñ³å»ïÁ Ï’áÕçáõÝ¿ñ »ñ»ù Ã»Ù»ñáõ Ñá·»õáñ³Ï³Ý³ó ¹³ëÁª Ûáñ¹áñ»Éáí 
½³ÝáÝù« áñ ³Ùáõñ Ï³éãÇÝ Çñ»Ýó Ñ³õ³ïùÇÝ áõ ³é³ù»ÉáõÃ»³Ý »õ 
Ð³Û³ëï³Ý»³Ûó ²é³ù»É³Ï³Ý ºÏ»Õ»óõáÛ »õ Ñ³Û ÅáÕáíáõñ¹ÇÝ Í³é³Û»ÉÁ 
¹³ñÓÝ»Ý Çñ»Ýó ·ÉË³õáñ Ýå³ï³ÏÁ: 

 ÄáÕáíÁ Çñ ³ßË³ï³ÝùÝ»ñáõÝ ëÏë³õ ¹Çõ³ÝÇ ÁÝïñáõÃ»³Ùμ© 
²ï»Ý³å»ï ÁÝïñáõ»ó³õ ¶»ñß© î© ²Ýáõß³õ³Ý ºåë© ¸³ÝÇ¿É»³Ý« ÇëÏ 



²ï»Ý³¹åÇñÝ»ñª î¿ñ Ðñ³Ûñ ²© øÑÝÛ© ÜÇÏáÉ»³Ý »õ î¿ñ ²ñï³Ï øÑÝÛ© 
î¿ÙÇñ×»³Ý: 

 Î³ñ¹³óáõ»ó³õ Ü©ê©ú©î©î© ²ñ³Ù ²© ì»Ñ³÷³é Ð³Ûñ³å»ïÇ 
Ñéã³Ï³·Çñ-å³ï·³ÙÁ« Áëï áñáõÝ 2011 ï³ñÇÝ ÏÁ Û³ïÏ³óáõ¿ñ Ð³Û 
Ø³ÝáõÏÇÝ: Ø³ÝáõÏÁ ÏÁ Ý»ñÏ³Û³Ý³ñ ²ëïáõ³Í³ßáõÝãÇÝ« ºÏ»Õ»óõáÛ« 
ÇÝãå¿ë Ý³»õ Ý»ñÏ³Û ÁÝÏ»ñáõÃ»³Ý Ï»³ÝùÇÝ Ù¿ç »õ ³å³« ÇÝãå¿ë ÙÇßï« 
ì»Ñ³÷³é Ð³Ûñ³å»ïÁ Çñ ¹ÇåáõÏ ³Ëï³×³Ý³ãáõÙÝ»ñáí ÏÁ ß»ßï¿ñ Ð³Û 
Ø³ÝáõÏÇÝ ÏñûÝ³μ³ñáÛ³Ï³Ý ¹³ëïÇ³ñ³ÏáõÃ»³Ý Ññ³Ù³Û³Ï³Ý 
³ÝÑñ³Å»ßïáõÃÇõÝÝ áõ ³Ýáñ ï¿ñ Ï³Ý·ÝÇÉÁ: 

 ºñ»ùûñ»³Û Ñ³Ù³·áõÙ³ñÇ ÁÝÃ³óùÇÝ« ³é³õûï»³Ý »õ »ñ»ÏáÛ»³Ý 
Å³Ù»ñ·áõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáõ ³õ³ñïÇÝ« Ñá·»õáñ³Ï³Ý³ó ¹³ëÝ áõ Ý»ñÏ³Û 
Ñ³õ³ï³ó»³ÉÝ»ñÁ áõÝÏÝ¹ñ»óÇÝ ûñáõ³Ý ËáñÑñ¹³ÍáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñÁ« áñáÝù 
Ï³ï³ñ»óÇÝ Ñ»ï»õ»³É Ñá·»õáñ Ñ³Ûñ»ñÁ© 

 1© ²ñÅ© î© Ø»ëñáå øÑÝÛ© È³ùÇë»³Ý« Ðá·»õáñ ÐáíÇõ ÜÇõ ºáñùÇ ê© 
Èáõë³õáñÇã Ø³Ûñ ºÏ»Õ»óõáÛ: ÜÇõÃª §²ñ¹« áí áñ Çñ ³ÝÓÁ ³Ûë Ù³ÝáõÏÇÝ å¿ë 
ËáÝ³ñÑ»óÝ¿ª ³ÝÇÏ³ ¿ Ù»ÍÁ »ñÏÇÝùÇ ³ñù³ÛáõÃ»³Ý Ù¿ç: ºõ áí áñ ³ÛëåÇëÇ 
Ù³ÝáõÏ ÙÁ ÇÙ ³ÝáõÝáíë Ï’ÁÝ¹áõÝÇª ½Çë ÁÝ¹áõÝ³Í Ï’ÁÉÉ³Û¦ (ØÃ© 18.2-5) 

 2. Ðá·ß© î© ¶»Õ³ñ¹ ìñ¹© øÇõëå¿Ï»³Ý« Ðá·»õáñ ÐáíÇõ ¶³Ý³ï³ÛÇ 
ê¿ÝÃ ¶³ÃñÇÝ½Ç ê© äûÕáë ºÏ»Õ»óõáÛ: ÜÇõÃª §È³õ ·Çïó¿ù« áí áñ 
³ñù³ÛáõÃÇõÝÁ ãÁÝ¹áõÝÇñ ÷áùñÇÏ Ù³ÝáõÏÇ ÙÁ å¿ë« ÑáÝ åÇïÇ ãÙïÝ¿¦ (Øñ© 
10.15): 

 3. Ðá·ß© î© ä³ñÃ»õ ìñ¹© ÎÇõÉÇõÙ»³Ý« ì³ñÇã ²ñ»õÙï»³Ý Â»ÙÇ 
øñÇëïáÝ¿³Ï³Ý ¸³ëïÇ³ñ³ÏáõÃ»³Ý ´³Å³ÝÙáõÝùÇ: ÜÇõÃª §ÎñÃ¿ Ù³ÝáõÏÁ 
×³Ùμ³Ý ëÏë³Í ³ï»Ý¦ (²é© 22.6): 

 ÆëÏ »ñ»ùûñ»³Û ÝÇëï»ñáõ ÁÝÃ³óùÇÝ »Õ³Ý Ý³»õ ¹³ë³ËûëáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñ 
Ñ»ï»õ»³É Ñ»ñÃ³Ï³ÝáõÃ»³Ùμ© 

 1© äñÝ Âáñáë ä³åÇÏ»³Ý« î»ëáõã ØáÝÃñ¿³ÉÇ ê© Ú³Ïáμ Ø³Ûñ 
ºÏ»Õ»óõáÛ ÎÇñ³ÏÝûñ»³Û í³ñÅ³ñ³ÝÇ: ÜÇõÃª §ÆÝãå¿ë Ý»ñ·ñ³õ»É 
Ù³ÝáõÏÝ»ñÁ ÎÇñ³ÏÝûñ»³Û í³ñÅ³ñ³Ý¿Ý Ý»ñë¦: 

 2. îÇÏÇÝ êáÝÇ³ øÇÉ¿×»³Ý-²×¿Ù»³Ý« Ù³ëÝ³·¿ï Ñá·»μ³Ý »õ 
Ù³ÝÏ³í³ñÅ: ÜÇõÃª §Ø³ÝáõÏÝ»ñáõ øñÇëïáÝ¿³Ï³Ý ¸³ëïÇ³ñ³ÏáõÃ»³Ý »õ 
Ð³Û»óÇ ¸³ëïÇ³ñ³ÏáõÃ»³Ý Ò»õ»ñ »õ à×»ñ¦: 

 3. ²ñÅ© î© Ü»ñë¿ë ²© øÑÝÛ© Ø³ÝáõÏ»³Ý« Ðá·»õáñ ÐáíÇõ 
üÇÉ³ï»ÉýÇ³ÛÇ ê© ¶ñÇ·áñ Èáõë³õáñÇã ºÏ»Õ»óõáÛ: ÜÇõÃª §Ø³ÝáõÏÁ 
²ëïáõ³Í³ßáõÝãÇÝ Ù¿ç¦: 

 4© ²ñÅ© î© ²ñï³Ï øÑÝÛ© î¿ÙÇñ×»³Ý« Ðá·»õáñ ÐáíÇõ ÎÉ¿Ýï¿ÛÉÇ ê© 
²ëïáõ³Í³ÍÇÝ ºÏ»Õ»óõáÛ: ÜÇõÃª §êñμáó Ô»õáÝ¹»³Ýó ø³Ñ³Ý³ÛÇó 
Ü³Ñ³ï³ÏáõÃ»³Ý ³ñÅ¿ùÁ« ï»ÕÁ »õ ¹»ñÁ ³ÛÅÙáõ Ñá·»õáñ³Ï³ÝáõÃ»³Ý 
³é³ù»ÉáõÃ»³Ý Ù¿ç¦: 

 ¸³ë³ËûëáõÃ»³Ýó ³õ³ñïÇÝ« ï»ÕÇ áõÝ»ó³Ý Û³õ»É»³É 
ùÝÝ³ñÏáõÙÝ»ñ áõ Ñ³ñó³½ñáÛóÝ»ñª μ³õ³ñ³ñ»Éáí Ý»ñÏ³Ý»ñáõ 
Ñ»ï³ùñùñáõÃÇõÝÝ áõ Ùï³Ñá·áõÃÇõÝÝ»ñÁ: 

 ºñ»ùß³μÃÇ »ñ»ÏáÛ»³Ý« Áëï êñμáó Ô»õáÝ¹»³Ýó ø³Ñ³Ý³ÛÇó ïûÝÇ 
³ñ³ñáÕ³Ï³ñ·ÇÝ« ï»ÕÇ áõÝ»ó³õ êáõñμ »õ ²ÝÙ³Ñ ä³ï³ñ³·: êáõñμ 
ä³ï³ñ³·Á Ù³ïáõó»ó ²©Ø©Ü³Ñ³Ý·Ý»ñáõ ²ñ»õ»É»³Ý Â»ÙÇ 
²é³çÝáñ¹³Ï³Ý öáË³Ýáñ¹« ¶»ñß© î© ²Ýáõß³õ³Ý ºåÇëÏáåáë ¸³ÝÇ¿É»³Ý« 



áñ Çñ å³ï·³ÙÇÝ Ù¿ç å³ÝÍ³óáõó ÛÇß³ï³ÏÁ êñμáó Ô»õáÝ¹»³Ýó »õ 
ì³ñ¹³Ý³Ýó Ý³Ñ³ï³ÏÝ»ñáõÝ« áñáÝù Çñ»Ýó Ï»³ÝùáíÝ ÇëÏ Ï»Ý¹³ÝÇ 
ûñÇÝ³ÏÁ Ñ³Ý¹Çë³ó³Ý Ñ»ï³·³Û ë»ñáõÝ¹Ý»ñáõÝ: 

 Ú³õ³ñï êáõñμ »õ ²ÝÙ³Ñ ä³ï³ñ³·ÇÝ« Ñ³Ù³Ó³ÛÝ ï³ñÇÝ»ñáõ 
ÁÝÏ³É»³É ³õ³Ý¹áõÃ»³Ý« Ï³ï³ñáõ»ó³õ Ý³»õ Ðá·»Ñ³Ý·Çëï Ã»Ù»ñáõë 
Í³é³ÛáÕ Ñ³Ý·áõó»³É Ñá·»õáñ³Ï³ÝÝ»ñáõ Ñá·ÇÝ»ñáõ ÛÇß³ï³ÏÇÝ: 

 ÆëÏ ä³ï³ñ³·¿Ý »ïù« Ñá·»õáñ³Ï³ÝÝ»ñÁ ³éÇÃÁ áõÝ»ó³Ý 
ÂáñáÝÃáÛÇ Ñ³Ù³ÛÝùÇ ³½·³ÛÇÝ Ù³ñÙÇÝÝ»ñáõ Ý»ñÏ³Û³óáõóÇãÝ»ñáõÝ Ñ»ï 
ëÇñáÛ ë»Õ³ÝÇ ÙÁ ßáõñç ·ïÝáõÇÉ« áñ å³ïñ³ëïáõ³Í ¿ñ ºÏ»Õ»óõáÛë 
îÇÏÝ³Ýó ÙÇáõÃ»³Ý ÏáÕÙ¿: 

 Ð³Ù³·áõÙ³ñÇÝ ùÝÝ³ñÏáõ»ó³Ý Ñá·»õáñ³Ï³Ý Í³é³ÛáõÃ»³Ý 
ÁÝ¹Ù¿ç¿Ý Í³·³Í ·áñÍÝ³Ï³Ý ½³Ý³½³Ý ¹Åáõ³ñáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñÝ áõ ³ÝáÝó 
Ñ³Ù³å³ï³ëË³Ý ÉáõÍáõÙÝ»ñÁª »ÉÉ»Éáí ÑáíÇõÝ»ñáõ ï³ñÇÝ»ñáõ 
Í³é³ÛáõÃ»³Ý ÷áñÓ³éáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñ¿Ý: 

 ¶»Õ»óÇÏ Ý³Ë³Ó»éÝáõÃÇõÝ ¿ñ Ý³»õ Ð³Ù³·áõÙ³ñÇ Ù³ëÝ³ÏÇóÝ»ñáõÝ 
³Ûó»ÉáõÃÇõÝÁ Ð©ú©Ø©Ç ²Ù¿Ýûñ»³Û ì³ñÅ³ñ³Ý« í³Û»É»Éáõ Ñ³Ù³ñ 
³ß³Ï»ñïáõÃ»³Ý ÏáÕÙ¿ Ññ³Ùóáõ³Í êñμáó Ô»õáÝ¹»³Ýó ø³Ñ³Ý³ÛÇó »õ 
ì³ñ¹³Ý³Ýó ïûÝ³Ï³ï³ñáõÃ»³Ý Ñ³Ý¹ÇëáõÃÇõÝÁ« áõñÏ¿ Ù»Í 
ïå³õáñáõÃ»³Ùμ μ³ÅÝáõ»ó³Ý: 

 ²å³ ï»ÕÇ áõÝ»ó³õ Â»Ù»ñáõ ³é³ÝÓÇÝ Ñ³õ³ù« áõñ Çõñ³ù³ÝãÇõñ Â»Ù 
³éÇÃÁ áõÝ»ó³õ ³Ù÷á÷áõ»Éáõ áõ ùÝÝ³ñÏ»Éáõ áõÕÕ³ÏÇ ½Çñ»Ýù Ûáõ½áÕ 
ï»Õ³Ï³Ý Ñ³ñó»ñÁ: 

 úñáõ³Ý ³õ³ñïÇÝ« Ý³Ë³Ó»éÝáõÃ»³Ùμ »õ Ï³½Ù³Ï»ñåáõÃ»³Ùμ 
ÑÇõñÁÝÏ³É ÐáíÇõª ¶»ñå© î© Ø»ÕñÇÏ Ì© ìñ¹© ´³ñÇù»³ÝÇ »õ Ç å³ïÇõ 
Ðá·»õáñ³Ï³Ý³ó Ð³Ù³·áõÙ³ñÇ Ù³ëÝ³ÏÇóÝ»ñáõÝ« Ññ³Ùóáõ»ó³õ Ñ³Û 
Ñá·»õáñ »ñ³ÅßïáõÃ»³Ý ¹³ßÝ³Ï³Ñ³Ý¹¿ë ÙÁ ºÏ»Õ»óõáÛ Ù¿ç« 
Ï³ï³ñáÕáõÃ»³Ùμª ìÇùÃáñ â¿ÝÏÇ (¹³ßÝ³Ùáõñ) »õ ²ÝÃáÝÇ ðÇÝ³ÉïÇÇ 
(ë³ùë³ýáÝ)« áñáÝù Ý»ñÏ³Û³óáõóÇÝ ¶»ñå© î© Ø»ÕñÇÏ Ì© ìñ¹© ´³ñÇù»³ÝÇ« 
êï»÷³Ý ¾ÙÇ»³ÝÇ »õ ê»¹ñ³Ï ê»¹ñ³Ï»³ÝÇ ¹³ßÝ³õáñ³Í ß³ñ³Ï³ÝÝ»ñÁ: 
àõÝÏÝ¹ÇñÝ»ñÁ« áñáÝó Ù³ë ÏÁ Ï³½Ù¿ñ Ý³»õ ³õ»ÉÇ ù³Ý ï³ëÝ»³Ï ÙÁ ûï³ñ 
»Ï»Õ»ó³Ï³Ý ÑÇõñ»ñ« Ù»Í ïå³õáñáõÃ»³Ùμ μ³ÅÝáõ»ó³Ý ³Ûë ÇÝùÝ³ïÇå 
Ó»éÝ³ñÏ¿Ý: 

 ì»ñçÇÝ ûñÁ ³ñÓ³Ý³·ñáõ»ó³Ý ·áñÍÝ³Ï³Ý »õ ÁÝ¹Ñ³Ýáõñ μáÉáñ 
³é³ç³ñÏÝ»ñÁ« Ð³Û Ø³ÝáõÏÇ î³ñáõ³Ý í»ñ³μ»ñ»³É« áñáõÝ ·ÉË³õáñ 
Ùï³Ñá·áõÃÇõÝÝ ¿ñ Ñ³Ù³Ã»Ù³Ï³Ý ÏñûÝÇ ¹³ë³·Çñù»ñáõ 
å³ïñ³ëïáõÃÇõÝÁ: 

 ú·ï³ß³ï »õ »Õμ³Ûñ³Ï³Ý á·Çáí ³éÉóáõÝ ³Ûë Ñ³Ù³·áõÙ³ñÁ Çñ 
ÉñáõÙÇÝ Ñ³ë³õ 24 ö»ïñáõ³ñÇ Ï¿ëûñ¿ »ïù Å³ÙÁ 1:00-ÇÝ« §²ß³Ï»ñïù 
øñÇëïáëÇ¦ ß³ñ³Ï³ÝÇ »ñ·»óáÕáõÃ»³Ùμ: 
 

 
GHEVONTIANTZ JOINT CLERGY CONFERENCE OF THE NORTH 

AMERICAN PRELACIES HELD IN CANADA 
 
 A beautiful tradition of thirty-five years continued this past week when 

more than thirty clergy from the Eastern and Western Prelacies of the United 



States and the Prelacy of Canada gathered together at St. Mary Armenian 
Apostolic Church in Toronto, Canada on the occasion of the Feast of the St. 
Ghevontian Priests. The annual conference was held a week early this year in 
order to allow the attending pastors to return in time to participate in the feast 
day celebrations of the following week within their various communities. The 
three-day conference was held under the presidency of three North American 
prelates: Their Eminences Abp. Khajag Hagopian (Canada), Abp. Oshagan 
Choloyan (Eastern United States), and Abp. Moushegh Mardirossian (Western 
United States). 

 The conference convened on February 22nd, 2011, at 10:00 A.M. with a 
collective prayer. After host Pastor, Very Rev. Fr. Meghrig Parikian welcomed 
the visiting clergymen, the Prelates of the Eastern and Western Prelacies 
addressed the assembled clergy with heartfelt words of welcome and blessing.  

 The message of His Holiness Aram I, Catholicos of the Great House of 
Cilicia, was read by His Eminence Abp. Khajag Hagopian, Prelate of the host 
Prelacy of Canada to the assembled clergy who out of honor and respect to the 
Catholicos stood on their feet while it was read. His Holiness greeted the clergy 
of the three prelacies urging them to adhere strongly to their faith and mission 
and to make service to the Armenian Apostolic Church and people their main 
goal.  

 The conference began its deliberations by electing an executive as 
follows: His Grace Bishop Anoushavan Tanielian, Chairman and Rev. 
Archpriest Hrayr Nigolian and Rev. Fr. Ardag Demirjian, recorders.  

 The encyclical of His Holiness Aram I proclaiming 2011 as the “Year of 
the Armenian Child” was read. He first presented the understanding of 
childhood in the context of the Holy Bible, the Church and of modern society as 
well; then, as always after accurately identifying and analyzing the problems of 
today’s children His Holiness stressed the great need for better religious and 
moral education for Armenian children as well as taking responsibility for them. 

 During the three-day conference at the conclusion of daily morning and 
evening services the assembled clergy and the lay people present listened to 
spiritual meditations presented by the following reverend fathers. 

1. Rev. Fr. Mesrob Lakissian, Pastor of St. Illuminator’s Cathedral in 
New York presented a meditation on the topic: “Whoever becomes 
humble like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 
Whoever welcomes one such child in my name welcomes me.” 
(Matthew 18:4-5) 

2. Very Rev. Fr. Keghart Kosbakian, Pastor of St. Paul Church in St. 
Catherines, Ontario offered a presentation on the topic: “Truly I tell 
you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child 
will never enter it.” 

3. Very Rev. Fr. Barthev Gulumian, Director of the Christian Education 
Department of the Western Prelacy spoke on the topic of: “Train up 
a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not 
depart from it.” 

 The following lectures were presented during the conference sessions. 



1. Mr. Toros Babigian, Principal of the Sunday School of St. Hagop 
Church, Montreal, Quebec spoke on the topic: “How to Attract 
Children into the Sunday School Program.” 

2. Mrs. Sonia Kilejian-Ajemian, psychologist and educator presented the 
topic: “Methods and Techniques of Providing Armenian Christian 
Education to Children.” 

3. Rev. Fr. Nerses Manoogian, Pastor of St. Gregory the Illuminator 
Church of Philadelphia lectured on the topic “The Concept of Child in 
the Bible.” 

4. Rev. Fr. Ardag Demirjian, Pastor of St. Mary Church of Glendale, CA 
spoke on the topic of “The Value, Role and Relevance of the 
Ghevontian and Vartanian Saints in the Ministry of our Clergy 
Today.” 

 At the conclusion of the lectures time was allowed to examine the issues 
in more depth and to ask questions of the lecturers in order to satisfy the 
interest of the listeners. 

 On Tuesday evening the Holy and Divine Liturgy was performed on the 
occasion of the Feast of the Ghevontian Priests. His Grace Bishop Anoushavan 
Tanielian, Vicar General of the Eastern Prelacy, offered the Liturgy. His sermon 
glorified the memory of the Ghevontian and Vartanian martyrs, who, with their 
very lives became living examples to future generations. Following the Divine 
Liturgy and according to long standing tradition, Requiem Services were 
performed for all the deceased clergy who served within the three prelacies. 

 After the services ended, the clergy were given the opportunity to share 
a meal with the various representatives of the different Armenian organizations 
and church-affiliated bodies working in the Greater Toronto area. The Ladies’ 
Guild of St. Mary Church prepared the dinner as they did all the meals served 
throughout the conference. 

 Also discussed during the conference were various practical problems 
arising from the pastoral ministry and their corresponding solutions gleaned from 
the assembled pastors’ many years of collective experience in the ministry. 

 A beautiful occasion was when the participants of the conference were 
invited to visit the ARS Day School to enjoy a celebration of the feast days of the 
Saint Ghevontian priests and the Vartanian Saints presented by students of the 
school. All the clergy left deeply moved and greatly impressed. 

 Separate meetings of the three prelacies took place where each prelacy 
had the opportunity to summarize and examine relevant regional issues and 
concerns. 

 In the evening, a concert of sacred music prepared by the host pastor 
Very Rev. Fr. Meghrig Parikian was enjoyed by conference participants. This 
concert included a piano recital by Victor Cheng joined by Anthony Rinaldi on the 
saxophone for some of the musical offerings. They performed Armenian 
Liturgical music, which had been arranged by Very Rev. Fr. Megrig Parikian, 
Stepan Emmeyian and Setrag Setragian. Included in the audience were several 
non-Armenian clergymen of various denominations who left this unique 
performance with deep and lasting impressions. 



 On the final day of the conference, practical proposals were offered and 
recorded regarding the year of the Armenian child, the principal concern of which 
was the preparation of an interdiocesan religious curriculum. 

 This very helpful conference filled with a spirit of brotherhood was 
adjourned on February 24, 2011 with the singing of the spiritual hymn “Disciples 
of Christ”. 
 
 
 
 
 


