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FEAST OF ASCENSION CELEBRATION WITHIN THE PRELACY

Thursday, June 2", 2011 was the Feast of the Ascension of our Lord
Jesus Christ. The Feast was celebrated within the Western Prelacy with Divine
Liturgy and the traditional luncheon organized by the Prelacy Ladies Auxiliary.

The day began with Divine Liturgy at St. Sarkis Church in Pasadena
presided over by H.E. Archbishop Moushegh Mardirossian, Prelate, and
celebrated by Archpriest Fr. Vicken Vassilian, who also delivered the sermon.
Clergy members participated in the service. Consul General Mr. Grigor
Hovhannissian and his wife Victoria were also in attendance.

The luncheon followed at Noor Restaurant in Pasadena, under the
auspices of and with the participation of the Prelate. This year's luncheon was
hosted by Mrs. Arous Hanna.

Among the guests in attendance were Consul General Mr. Grigor
Hovhannissian and H.E. Archbishop Gomidas Ohanian.

Welcoming remarks were delivered by Ladies Auxiliary Chair Mrs. Salpi
Srourian, who then invited the Prelate to bless the tables and deliver his
message.

The Prelate reflected on the meaning and message of our Lord's
Ascension. He also acknowledged and thanked Mrs. Hanna for her
sponsorship of the luncheon, and greeted the Consul General, Archbishop
Ohanian, and the hundreds of guests present.

Mrs. Helen Haleblian was then invited to speak about the history and
traditions associated with the Feast of the Ascension.

At the end of the official program, the Prelate commended the Ladies
Auxiliary for organizing such events that celebrate and preserve our traditions.

The luncheon continued with a cultural program including a performance
by singer Gagik Badalyan. Guests were also handed a booklet of lyrics and
participated in the singing of Ascension songs. The traditional drawing of the
lots was also held.



