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HIS HOLINESS CATHOLICOS ARAM | PRESIDES OVER EVE OF
THE FEAST OF THE HOLY TRANSLATORS SERVICE AT
ST. SARKIS CHURCH IN PASADENA

On the evening of Friday, October 7, 2011, His Holiness Catholicos Aram
| presided over eve of the Feast of the Holy Translators services at St. Sarkis
Church in Pasadena. Accompanied by H.E. Archbishop Moushegh
Mardirossian, Prelate, H.E. Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan, Prelate of the
Eastern United States, and staff bearer Very Rev. Fr. Mesrob Sarkissian, His
Holiness was welcomed by H.E. Archbishop Yeprem Tabakian, H.E. Archbishop
Gorun Babian, Central Executive and Executive Council members, members of
sister organizations, California State Assembly member Anthony Portantino,
Pasadena Police Chief Philip Sanchez and his wife, Pasadena City Council
member Gene Masuda and hundreds of enthusiastic faithful.

With the singing of the "Hrashapar" hymn by the choir, His Holiness
entered the Church, the aisles of which were lined by Homenetmen scouts. St.
Sarkis Church Sunday School students were also part of the procession.

Eve of the Feast of the Holy Translators services then began, presided
over by His Holiness and with the participation of Clergy members. At the
conclusion of the service, His Holiness delivered his message to the faithful.

His Holiness exalted the legacy of our Holy Translator forefathers and
the role of the Armenian Church in our spiritual, cultural, and national lives.
Speaking on the sinful nature of man, His Holiness stated how we can be
renewed and transformed from that life through our Lord Savior Jesus Christ
and lead God-pleasing lives which draws us closer to God. "The Church is the
symbolic body of Christ, and we our the members. The head of the Church is
Jesus Christ, and it is through Him that our lives gain meaning, purpose, and
depth". The Church is not merely a physical structure, it is the spirit of its
faithful members, said His Holiness, and as a community of faithful, Church
members are bonded together through Christ and through their faith mission
evoke the principles and morals set forth in the Bible. To live a life of faith and
witness means living in the spirit of the Cross and taking Christ to the people.
The Church is edified by the people, it is our spiritual home and "the birthplace
of our soul". What purpose does it serve if there is a beautiful Church but no
people, stated His Holiness. Therefore, "come to Church, bring your children to
Church, let them grow under the shadow of the Church and by the grace of God
so that they develop into faithful servants of our Church and nation". His
Holiness also reflected on the invaluable mission of the Catholicosate of Cilicia
and its Brotherhood to the spiritual growth and nourishment of our people in
Armenia, Artsakh, and the Diaspora.



The service came to a close with the benediction by His Holiness and the
singing of the Pontifical and Cilician anthems, after which the faithful
approached His Holiness to receive his blessings.



