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Rwjpwwbtwht  no Unwounpn  Uppwqwlh  hpwikppu.  wlb  nngnlubg
pwnwpwwbwn Jdhwpwynuwl nt wywwin) hhipbpp, www wunpwnuwnwt
wwwphwppnietwl  yGnpnuwwntnhht® MppGppth nu Wuphihwuh  JhebL
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Jdwnpnnthh  Ultbnppbwlu  Jwuwwptg LphpwlwUh  Lwytpgp, nw2Uwyh
puyGpwygnipbwdp Shyphu 3Intph UwuwinyGwlh, huy UWuGphyGwlu nL
Rwjywywu Bwjtpgutpp ywwnwnbg Lwpw Qwnphwbw:

JdGhwihwnp Ywwnwpbg ubnwuutpne ophUniphiup: Pwgdwl fuoup
wnpunwuwutg opntwl  hwunhuwdwpp' Uwpp. Upy. &hphu, np UwbL
Rwjpwwbnht h wwwht wju dwytpnjehu hhippuywiu En hp o Shyung’
Uwnypktprh hGuwn Jhwuhu: Uu nngntubg ww2wmolwlwu GL
uGpywjwgnigswywu nkdptpp, npnug  2wpphu  EphU nwuwygwihu  nL
LUwhwUgwjhU funphpnwpwuh wunwdJdutn® Enpd Ch$, Euppuh $nprwlrhlo,
PELhU Sp Lphnu, Lnu WudGipuh bwhwluquwjht yGpwlwgne Uwjp Wurnunyhg,
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rEYwnpwupubnnLl, h fuunhp JGp nhdwagpwiwé hwpgbpne pwprop (nLtédwl:

JhUrU4YNUUL- 3U3GNNE ChLh2 UDYE3NHBhILE



Upwnh fuoup wnunwuwubnt hpwihpniGgwt pwnuwpwuwbun
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Rwjpwwbwnhu  no uGpywubpnu UGpYwjwgnig  wjn  UnthpGwuGpu  no
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([GwagnpGwuh  ynnut: UwwwlUhu Yp ynt ULGSh Swul  Yhhyhny
LwpennhynunietwU ghuwlbwul nL Gpygfuwlh wpdhin:
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pninphu hwdwp Iwjwunwuh hgopwgnudp, Mwnpwpwnh qopwygntehiul nu
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PONTIFICAL BANQUET IN HONOR OF
HIS HOLINESS CATHOLICOS ARAM | A HISTORIC EVENING

On the evening of Sunday, October 16, 2011, a record number 1250
sponsors and friends, along with a number of public officials and dignitaries,
gathered at the Universal Hilton for the Pontifical Banquet in honor of His
Holiness Catholicos Aram |I.



With the singing of the “Hrashapar” hymn, His Holiness entered the hall
as guests were pleasantly surprised that the Pontiff was joined by His Beatitude
Bechara Rai, Patriarch of the Maronite Church, and Bishops. The procession
included H.E. Archbishop Moushegh Mardirossian, Prelate, Clergy, and Mayor
Antonio Villaraigosa. The head table included Consul General of Armenia
Grigor Hovhannissian and his wife, acting Consul General of Lebanon Madonna
Aoun Ghazal and her husband, H.E. Archbishop Yeprem Tabakian, H.E.
Archbishop Vatche Hovsepian, Rev. Joe Matossian, Minister of the Armenian
Evangelical Union of N. America, Very Rev. Fr. Armenag Bedrossian,
representing Very Rev. Fr. Krikor Chahinian, Rector of the Armenian Catholic
Church, Central Executive member Mr. Khajag Dikijian, Executive Council Chair
Mrs. Rima Boghossian, and ARF Central Committee Chair Mr.Avedik Izmirlian.

At the start of the evening, the Prelate announced with joy that His
Beatitude Patriarch Bechara Rai had reciprocated the visit of His Holiness a
day earlier, and invited him to deliver his remarks.

Speaking in Arabic, Patriarch Rai expressed thanks for the opportunity to
participate in the Pontifical Banquet , and after greeting the Mayor and official
guests, went on to speak about the close relation between Antelias and the
Maronite Patriarchate at Bkerke. He spoke with pride at the strong bond
Lebanese citizens in the Diaspora feel with their homeland, Lebanon, noting
that Armenians are among that group. Speaking of the virtues of the Armenian
people, His Beatitude stated that after martyrdom the Armenian people rose
again, and that makes them great people. Patriarch Rai commended all those
who stand behind and lend their support to the progress of Lebanon and the
Middle East, and in conclusion emphasized how crucial the presence of
Christians in the Middle East is and how important it is to spread the light of the
Bible and the work of the Church in the region.

Responding in French, His Holiness welcomed His Beatitude, considered
his presence an expression of respect towards the Armenian people and the
Armenian Church, and stated that collaboration between the Armenian and
Lebanese people is not limited to Lebanon, rather it can be found across the
globe. His Holiness noted that the Armenian and Maronite Churches both
share in the responsibility of maintaining Christianity in the Middle East as well
as encouraging Muslim-Christian dialogue. In conclusion, His Holiness
reaffirmed the dedication of the Armenian people to ensuring the freedom and
independence of Lebanon, and wished that the shared mission of His Beatitude
and himself are successfully realized.

The official program began with the singing of national anthems. Mrs.
Vartoug Avedikian sang the Lebanese national anthem, accompanied by Mrs.
Hourig Abdulian on the piano, and Ms. Lara Gharibian performed the American
and Armenian anthems.

Following the blessing of tables by His Holiness, Deacon Mark Shirin,
who was the Pontifical Banquet sponsor and Master of Ceremonies, welcomed
the guests and acknowledged the public officials present, including
Congressman Adam Schiff, State Senator Kevin De Leon, Assembly member
Anthony Portantino, Los Angeles County Supervisor Mike Antonovich, Los



Angeles City Council President Eric Garcetti and member Paul Krekorian,
Glendale City Council member Ara Najarian, Pasadena Mayor Bill Bogart and
City Council members, and Judge Armand Arabian.

Central Executive member Mr. Khajag Dikijian was then invited to deliver
his remarks. Mr. Dikijian, who is also the Chair of the Pontifical Visit Steering
Committee, brought to the attention of the guests the extraordinary profile of
His Holiness as a church leader, author, and intermediary in inter-church and
inter-faith relations, and welcomed the guests to rise and raise a glass in honor
of His Holiness.

Executive Council Chair Mrs. Rima Boghossian remarked that the
Prelacy is honored to be graced with the Pontifical Visit of His Holiness and for
shepherd and flock to be in direct communication, and affirmed that our
community will heed the guidance and suggestions of His Holiness to overcome
any concerns we may face.

Mayor Villaraigosa was then invited to share his thoughts. The Mayor
lauded the role of His Holiness on the international level, noting how the Pontiff
headed the World Council of Churches as Chairmen for two terms. On behalf
of the United States of America, a nation of religious freedom, he welcomed His
Holiness as a faith leader. Speaking of the Armenian people, the Mayor noted
that after the dark days of the Genocide, the Armenian people spread to all
parts of the world and with their faith they reestablished themselves and today,
the Armenians of Los Angeles contribute greatly to the community and to
society.

Following the Mayor's remarks, His Holiness was presented with a
certificate of welcome by Supervisor Mike Antonovich, and Congressman Adam
Schiff welcomed the Pontiff on behalf of his colleagues in Congress.

The Prelate then announced that in response to the request by the
Executive Council, His Holiness would be commending Pontifical Visit sponsors
and Prelacy donors throughout the evening. The Prelate reminded the guests
that His Holiness had, during previous events, awarded medals to Mr. and Mrs.
Sarkis Sepetjian, Mr. and Mrs. Osko Karaghossian, singer Harout Pamboukjian,
editor Mr. Nazaret Berberian, sponsor Mr. Harout Ohanessian, and Mr.
Guiragos Titizian (posthumously).

During the Pontifical Banquet, Mr. Harry Nadjarian, Mr. Khajag Dikijian,
and Professor Harut Barsamian were awarded the “Prince of Cilicia” medal,
while Mr. Vahan Bezdikian, Deacon Mark Shirin, Mrs. Silva Tchakmakjian, and
Ms. Rosette Haratoonian were awarded the “Knight of Cilicia” medal. His
Holiness presented mementos to Mr. Harout Jabarian and Mr. Charlie Ghailian
in commendation for their dedication and support. (Please see separate press
release for details on the awarding of medals).

Prior to inviting His Holiness to deliver his message, the Prelate reflected
on one of the main themes of the Pontifical Visit, which is the continued
progress of our schools. His Eminence announced that His Holiness had
responded favorably to a request by Prelacy Councils member to allocate a
large part of donations to schools, a decision he regarded as a strong
testament to the devotion of His Holiness to the Armenian School, language,



and heritage. The Prelate then presented His Holiness with a gift on behalf of
the Prelacy as a token of gratitude. The gift was an exquisite diamond studded
ring which bore the emblem of the Catholicosate of Cilicia and the two-headed
eagle. It was a beautiful work of art and a donation by the owner of ®TacoriUU,
Mr. Haig Tacorian.

His Holiness greeted the guests and expressed appreciation for the
dinner, which he said is not just a dinner but a demonstration of a commitment
to safeguarding our future. His Holiness spoke with acclaim of the service and
devotion of the Prelate, and commended the Prelacy Councils members for
their input and contributions.

In commendation for the Prelate’s decades-long service, His Holiness
presented him with a Panagia (Banageh).

Continuing his message, His Holiness stated that a people are sustained
by its ideals, and without ideals a community loses it meaning and purpose.
The spiritual, the cultural, a value system is what form the heart and soul of a
people, and for centuries it has been our churches and our schools that have
defended and promoted our values and they must remain the central elements
of our collective lives. His Holiness affirmed that for the Armenian people as a
whole, empowerment of Armenia, support of Karabakh, and furthering of the
Armenian Cause are imperatives, as we will never forget our one and a half
million martyrs and our lost lands. The Pontiff stated that we must not be
content with just commemoration and recognition; that we must demand justice
be served our rights fulfiled. We will remain faithful to the legacy of our
martyrs. Reflecting on the first ten days of the Pontifical Visit, His Holiness
commendably noted that he had witnessed renewal and a strengthened sense
of national identity. He highlighted the importance of renewal in the Church
and by the Church, stressing that clergyman from Antelias delve into their
service with this approach in mind and with the ideal of the Holy See as a Faith
Mission. On the topic of the Armenian Cause, His Holiness stated that our just
cause is the cause of our Church, it is the cause of attaining our human rights
and justice, and stressed that our people will continue to demand from Turkey
what is rightfully ours until we reach our ultimate goals. In conclusion, His
Holiness affirmed that Armenians around the world, whether in Armenia,
Artsakh, or the Diaspora, are united in this common cause, that we as a people
are not resigned but rather have a great deal more to contribute to our
homeland and our history.

Throughout the evening, guests were entertained with musical interludes
by Hovig Meghrigian on the violin, and singer Hovhannes Papakhanian who
performed songs by Sayat Nova. Guests also enjoyed a slide show
presentation on our Prelacy Schools, and on the mission of the Catholicosate
and the Seminary.

The evening came to a close with the benediction by His Holiness, and
the Cilician and Pontifical anthems.

HIS HOLINESS AWARDS MEDALS TO



PONTIFICAL VISIT SPONSORS AND PRELACY DONORS

During the Pontifical Banquet on October 16, 2011, His Holiness
Catholicos Aram | awarded “Prince of Cilicia” and “Knight of Cilicia” medals to
Prelacy sponsors and supporters for their contributions to the Catholicosate,
Prelacy, and community.

His Holiness awarded the following individuals:

Mr. Harry Nadjarian, “Prince of Cilicia”: In addition to his benevolence to
community organizations, Mr. Nadjarian most recently donated $250,000 as the
main sponsor of the Pontifical Visit. He has lent his support to the Armenian
Evangelical Union and the Armenian National Committee.

Mr. Khajag Dikijian, “Prince of Cilicia” Has devotedly served for the
community for decades. Mr. Dikijian has been a member and Chair of the
Prelacy Executive Council, has brought his service to Prelacy Schools, and is
currently a member of the Catholicosate Central Executive.

Professor Harut Barsamian, “Prince of Cilicia”: Prof. Barsamian is a
sponsor of the Prelacy and the Orange County Armenian Center, the latter of
which bears his name. Most recently, he generously donated 500 shares of
Apple stock to the Prelacy in honor of the Pontifical Visit. He has also
established a scholarship fund at the Prelacy, and proceeds from his book
“Resurrection with Shoe and Cane” are allocated to the scholarship.

Mr. Vahan Bezdikian, “Knight of Cilicia”: Mr. Bezdikian is a member of
the Prelacy Executive Council, supervised and oversaw the building of the
Prelacy headquarters and continues to serve in that regard as the Chair of the
Building Committee, and has been a long-time sponsor of the Prelacy and
community organizations.

Deacon Mark Shirin, “Knight of Cilicia”: Mr. Shirin is a Seminary alumnus,
a delegate at the Representatives Assembly, devoted servant of Holy Trinity
Church of Fresno, and has represented the Prelacy at the Catholicosate
General Assembly. Mr. Shirin and his wife Margaret were the main sponsors of
the Pontifical Banquet.

Mrs. Silva Tchakmakjian, “Knight of Cilicia”: A “silent sponsor”, Mrs.
Tchakmakjian has been quietly lending her generous support to the Prelacy,
Armenian organizations, and especially Armenia, through her “Garni”
foundation. Most recently, she donated $100,000 on the occasion of the
Pontifical Visit.

Ms. Rosette Haratoonian, “Knight of Cilicia”. Ms. Haratoonian is a
Prelacy sponsor who generously donated to the Prelacy an apartment building
she came to own through her hard work.

During various Pontifical Visit events, His Holiness commended other
community sponsors as well, awarding medals to Mr. and Mrs. Sarkis Sepetjian,
Mr. and Mrs. Osko Karaghossian, singer Harout Pamboukjian, editor Mr.
Nazaret Berberian, sponsor Mr. Harout Ohanessian, and Mr. Guiragos Titizian
(posthumously).



