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PRELATE ORDAINS DEACONS AT
ST. GREGORY CHURCH IN SAN FRANCISCO

By the invitation of Archpriest Fr. Khoren Habeshian, Pastor, and the
Board of Trustees of St. Gregory Church of San Francisco, on Sunday, July
24™ H.E. Archbishop Moushegh Mardirossian, Prelate, celebrated Divine
Liturgy and delivered the sermon at St. Gregory Church.

During the service the Prelate ordained two deacons, Hovannes Balian
and Hovannes Mekhitarian.

The Prelate reflected on the ordinations at the start of his sermon saying,
"The ordination of church servants is a truly joyous occasion, for it is an
assurance that our faith and our religious and national heritage will be upheld
and promoted. During the solemn ceremony, as the two acolytes were
bestowed with the rank of deaconate, on bent knees they were presented to the
Lord, pledging to abandon the earthly values and be a preacher of the gospel of
peace, for the glory of the Holy Trinity. We prayed for Almighty God to cast His
invisible hand over them, to cleanse and purify them, fill them with strength and
with the benevolence of His only begotten Son and the Holy Spirit, and bless
them to be worthy to enter into the service of His holy church. We beseeched
Almighty God to bestow His grace and wisdom upon them, and to inspire and
embolden them in their service and duties. And now, we pray for our
benevolent God to receive our supplications and those of His servants whom
He has chosen for the service of His church, to be their helper and protector
every hour, keeping them safe and in peace under the shadow of His almighty
arm and venerable cross."

The Prelate also reminded the faithful that in October H.H. Catholicos
Aram | will be honoring the Western Prelacy with a Pontifical Visit and that His
Holiness will be with St. Gregory Church to celebrate their 45" anniversary. On
this occasion the Prelate stated, "I am certain that you, the faithful parishioners
of St. Gregory Church, will enthusiastically welcome His Holiness in just a few
short months, and that his time with this community will be among the most
memorable in the history of St. Gregory Church."



At the conclusion of the service, a reception was held at the adjacent
"Vasbouragan" Hall on the occasion of the Prelate's visit.

Later in the day, the Prelate met with the Pastor, Board of Trustees,
Delegates, and the local Pontifical Visit committee to discuss preparations for
the upcoming visit.



