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REQUEIM SERVICE ON THE ONE YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF THE
PASSING OF ARCHBISHOP SUMBAT LAPAJIAN

On Sunday, July 17", 2011, the one year anniversary of the passing of
Archbishop Sumbat Lapajian was observed at Holy Cross Cathedral in
Montebello. H.E. Archbishop Moushegh Mardirossian, Prelate, presided over
Divine Liturgy, delivered the sermon and presided over the requiem service
which was held in the Church courtyard at the gravesite of the late Archbishop.

Divine Liturgy was celebrated by Archpriest Fr. Nareg Pehlivanian.

Among those in attendance to honor the memory of Archbishop Sumbat
Lapajian were H.E. Archbishop Yeprem Tabakian, Executive Council member
Mr. Vahan Bezdikian, Parish Delegates, Board of Trustees and Ladies Guild
members, and representatives of sister organizations.

During his sermon, the Prelate reflected on the life and works of
Archbishop Lapajian stating, "A year has passed since we lost this remarkable
man and clergyman but his absence is still being felt, which is a testament to
how much he was loved and admired by our community". Tying in the day's
Scripture reading to the anniversary of Archbishop Lapajian's passing, the
Prelate said, "It is fitting that the day's Gospel reading is the Parable of the
Tares, for those who knew Archbishop Lapajian can liken him to the man in the
parable who planted good seeds in his field. He was indeed a good shepherd
and a good laborer for our Lord. Knowing well that the harvest of tomorrow
depends on the seeds one sows today, he planted the seeds of God's love, of
God's word, and of faith into the hearts, minds, and souls of his flock so that
they would hear the Word, accept it, and bear fruit. It is said if you plant the
seeds of God's Word in your heart and speak it out of your mouth, it will
produce life for you. By doing just that, Archbishop Lapajian educated,
enlightened, and inspired generations, and today we continue to reap the
plentiful harvest of the seeds he planted long ago." The Prelate concluded his
message by praying for Archbishop Lapajian's soul to rest in peace in the glory
and the kingdom of our Lord Almighty.

A memorial luncheon followed at "Bagramian" Hall hosted by the parish
Pastors, Board of Trustees, and Ladies Guild, during which the life and memory
of Archbishop Lapajian was honored.



