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HIS HOLINESS CATHOLICOS ARAM | LECTURES AT UCLA ON
"THE FUTURE OF CHRISTIANITY IN THE MIDDLE EAST"

On Friday, October 14, 2011, a capacity crowd gathered at UCLA's
Broad Hall to hear a riveting lecture by His Holiness Catholicos Aram | on "The
Future of Christianity in the Middle East".



The Pontifical lecture was sponsored by the UCLA Center for Near
Eastern Studies, Center for the Study of Religion, Department of History,
Armenian Students' Association, and the International Institute.

His Holiness, accompanied by H.E. Archbishop Moushegh Mardirossian,
Prelate, and staff bearer Very Rev. Fr. Mesrob Sarkissian, arrived on campus at
noon where they were welcomed by Vice-Provost of International Studies
Randal Johson, Professor of History Richard Hovannisian, Professor of Near
Eastern Languages and Cultures and Director of the Center for the Study of
Religion Jacco Dieleman, Past Chair of Academic Senate and Professor of
Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering Ann Karagozian, and Chair of the
Department of Near Eastern Languages and Cultures William Schniedewind.

The UCLA delegation escorted His Holiness and entourage to Bunche
Hall for a reception, during which His Holiness said "the university is at the
center of my ministry and | consider myself everlastingly a student, and |
encourage action with reflection." Vice-Provost Randal Johnson presented a
gift to His Holiness, after which he was escorted to Broad Hall for the lecture.

The event began with the campus welcome by Randal Johnson, who
thanked His Holiness for making the time to visit the University and expressed
how honored he was that the Pontiff was there to share his thoughts on such an
important topic.

Professor Richard Hovannisian in his opening remarks welcomed His
Holiness back to UCLA after 11 years, when the Pontiff had presided over what
he said was the best conference in recent memory on the issue of Armenian
Cilicia. He continued to say that with all that is currently going on in the Middle
East, the brave and truthful speech of His Holiness is needed now more than
ever. He concluded by stating that "His Holiness has been a leading and
trusted voice in the Middle East with respect to both Muslim and inter-Christian
dialogues", and after going through the Pontiff's biography, invited him to the
podium to present his lecture.

Catholicos Aram | stated that regime change will have a positive impact
on the lives of Christians only when democratic states are established and the
rights of Christian communities are fully recognized and respected. Otherwise,
he continued, “Christians will continue to emigrate.”

In the second part of his speech, His Holiness spoke about the
challenges faced by the churches in the region. He stated that they must
redefine their self-understanding and reassess their witness in this region which
is in turmoil and transition because the church is a God-given vocation and not
simply an institution.

After sharing his view on the way the churches in the Middle East should
respond, Catholicos Aram | concluded: “Christians in the West should not
consider the churches of the Middle East as the remnants of Christian history or
mission lands, but as genuine partners; they should assist them to remain in
the Middle East, in their own lands. Judaism, Christianity, and Islam must
assume their prophetic roles at this critical moment of history, and endeavor
together to build a culture of life which promotes reconciled diversities and a
quality of life sustained by dignity, freedom, justice and peace, as well as by



tolerance and mutual trust. Especially at this time, when the region is oscillating
between uncertainty and promise, fear and hope, the three monotheistic
religions are called to respond to this challenge.”

A question and answer session followed.



