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Ð²êî²îºò ìºÐ²ö²è Ð²Úð²äºîÀ 
 

ÆÝãå¿ë Ý³ËÁÝÃ³ó Ñáíáõ³å»ï³Ï³Ý ³Ûó»ÉáõÃ»³Ýó ³éÇÃáí« ³Ûë 
³Ý·³Ù »õë« Ü©ê©ú©î©î© ²ñ³Ù ²© Î³ÃáÕÇÏáë Çñ Å³Ù³Ý³Ï³óáÛóÇÝ Ù¿ç ï»Õ 
Û³ïÏ³óáõó³Í ¿ñ Ùï³õáñ³Ï³Ý Ñ³Ý¹ÇåáõÙÇ ÙÁ« áñ ï»ÕÇ áõÝ»ó³õ 
àõñμ³Ã« 14 ÐáÏï»Ùμ»ñÇ Ï¿ëûñÇÝ« UCLA Ñ³Ù³Éë³ñ³ÝÇÝ Ù¿ç« 
Ñ³Ûñ³å»ï³Ï³Ý ¹³ëËûëáõÃ»³Ùμ ÙÁ£ 

ì»Ñ³÷³é Ð³Ûñ³å»ïÁ Ñ³Ù³Éë³ñ³Ý Ñ³ë³õ Ï¿ëûñÇÝ »õ ³é³çÇÝ 
Ñ»ñÃÇÝ, å³ïß³× ÑÇõñ³ëÇñáõÃ»³Ý ÙÁ ³ñÅ³Ý³ó³õ §ä³Ýã ÐáÉ¦ ëñ³ÑÇÝ 
Ù¿ç£ ÐÇõñ³ëÇñáõÃÇõÝÝ áõ Ñ»ï»õáÕ ¹³ë³ËûëáõÃÇõÝÁ Ï³½Ù³Ï»ñåáõ³Í ¿ÇÝ 
ØÇçÇÝ ²ñ»õ»ÉùÇ àõëáõÙÝ³ëÇñáõÃ»³Ý ³ÙåÇáÝÇÝ,  ÎñûÝ³Ï³Ý Ð³ñó»ñáõ 
àõëáõÙÝ³ëÇñáõÃ»³Ýó« ä³ïÙáõÃ»³Ý« Ð³ÛÏ³Ï³Ý ³ÙåÇáÝÇÝ »õ 
ØÇç³½·³ÛÇÝ Ð³ñó»ñáõ àõëáõÙÝ³ëÇñáõÃ»³Ýó ÑÇÙÝ³ñÏÇÝ Ñ³Ù³ï»Õ 
·áñÍ³ÏóáõÃ»³Ùμ£ Ü»ñÏ³Û ¿ÇÝ ÛÇß»³É μ³Å³ÝÙáõÝùÝ»ñáõ 
å³ï³ëË³Ý³ïáõÝ»ñ¿Ýª è¿ÝïÁÉ Ö³ÝëÁÝ« Ö¿ùû î¿ÛÉÙ³Ý« ¾Ý 
¶³ñ³Ï¿û½»³Ý« èÇãÁñï ÚáíÑ³ÝÝ¿ë»³Ý »õ àõÇÉÇÁÙ ÞÝ³ïáõÇÝÃ« Â»ÙÇë 
Ñá·»õáñ³Ï³Ý³ó ¹³ëáõ ³Ý¹³ÙÝ»ñ« ²½·© Î»¹ñáÝ³Ï³Ý ì³ñãáõÃ»³Ý áõ 
Â»ÙÇë ÅáÕáí³Ï³ÝáõÃ»³Ý Ý»ñÏ³Û³óáõóÇãÝ»ñ »õ ³ÛÉ ÑÇõñ»ñ£ 

Øï»ñÙÇÏ å³Ñ ÙÁ μáÉáñ»É¿ »ïù« ì»Ñ³÷³é Ð³Ûñ³å»ïÝ áõ 
ÁÝÏ»ñ³ÏÇóÝ»ñÁ áõÕÕáõ»ó³Ý ¦äñáï ÐáÉ§ ëñ³ÑÁ« áõñ ï»ÕÇ åÇïÇ áõÝ»Ý³ñ 
¹³ë³ËûëáõÃÇõÝÁ£ Ø»Í ÃÇõáí áõÝÏÝ¹ÇñÝ»ñ« Ñ³Û Ã¿ ûï³ñ« Ù»Í Ù³ë³Ùμ 
»ñÇï³ë³ñ¹Ý»ñ, É»óáõó³Í ¿ÇÝ ëñ³ÑÁ£ ²ÝáÝó ß³ñùÇÝ ¿ÇÝ ²½·© ü»ñ³Ñ»³Ý 
»ñÏñ¹© í³ñÅ³ñ³ÝÇ í»ñÇÝ Ï³ñ·Ç ³ß³Ï»ñÝï»ñÁ, ÁÝÏ»ñ³ÏóáõÃ»³Ùμ Çñ»Ýó 
áõëáõóÇãÝ»ñáõÝ£ 

´³óÙ³Ý ËûëùÁ ³ñï³ë³Ý»ó è¿ÝïÁÉ Ö³ÝëÁÝ« áñ áÕçáõÝ»ó 
ì»Ñ³÷³é Ð³Ûñ³å»ïÝ áõ Ý»ñÏ³Ý»ñÁ« áñáß ï»Õ»ÏáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñ ïáõ³õ 
Ï³½Ù³Ï»ñåÇã μ³Å³ÝÙáõÝùÝ»ñáõÝ ·áñÍáõÝ¿áõÃ»³Ý Ù³ëÇÝ, ³å³ 
Ññ³õÇñ»ó öñáý© è© ÚáíÑ³ÝÝ¿ë»³ÝÁ« áñå¿ë½Ç Ý»ñÏ³Ý»ñáõÝ Í³ÝûÃáõÃÇõÝ 
ï³Û μ³Ý³Ëûë Ñáíáõ³å»ïÇÝ Ù³ëÇÝ£ 



Ú³ñ·»ÉÇ ¹³ë³ËûëÁ Ëûë»ó³õ ì»Ñ³÷³é Ð³Ûñ³å»ïÇ 
áõëáõÙÝ³éáõÃ»³Ý áõ Í³é³Û³Ï³Ý Ï³ÝùÇÝ Ù³ëÇÝ« Ý³Ëù³Ý 
Ï³ÃáÕÇÏáë³Ï³Ý ·³Ñ μ³ñÓñ³Ý³ÉÁ, ÛÇß»ó, Ã¿ Ï³ÃáÕÇÏáë ÁÝïñáõ³Í ¿ 
1995ÇÝ áõ ³ÝÏ¿ »ïù« ³Ýáñ ÁÝÃ³óùÁ Ï³Ý· ã¿ ³é³Í£ ²Ý Ý³»õ ÛÇß³ï³Ï»ó 
ì»Ñ³÷³é Ð³Ûñ³å»ïÇ ÙÇç³½·³ÛÇÝ ·áñÍáõÝ¿áõÃÇõÝÁ, Û³ïÏ³å¿ë 
ºÏ»Õ»óÇÝ»ñáõ Ð³Ù³ßË³ñÑ³ÛÇÝ ÊáñÑáõñ¹ÇÝ μ³ñÓñ³·áÛÝ ¹ÇñùÇÝ íñ³Û 
³Ýáñ 14 ï³ñÇÝ»ñáõ Í³é³ÛáõÃÇõÝÁ, ³å³ Ññ³õÇñ»ó ÜáñÇÝ ê© úÍáõÃÇõÝÁª 
ï³Éáõ ¹³ë³ËûëáõÃÇõÝÁ£ 

ÜÇõÃÝ ¿ñ §øñÇëïáÝ¿áõÃ»³Ý ³å³·³Ý ØÇçÇÝ ²ñ»õ»ÉùÇ Ù¿ç¦£ Æμñ»õ 
ßñç³ÝÇ ³Ýó»³ÉÇ áõ ³ÛÅÙáõ Çñ³¹³ñÓáõÃ»³Ýó ù³ç³Í³ÝûÃ ³é³çÝáñ¹ª 
ì»Ñ³÷³é Ð³Ûñ³å»ïÁ ¹³ë³ËûëáõÃÇõÝÁ μ³ó³õ Ñ³ÏÇñ× Ï»ñåáí 
Ý»ñÏ³Û³óÝ»Éáí ÙÇçÇÝ ³ñ»õ»É»³Ý »ñÏÇñÝ»ñáõ Ýáñ³·áÛÝ ½³ñ·³óáõÙÝ»ñÁ« 
³ßË³ñÑ³ù³Õ³ù³Ï³Ý Çñ³íÇ×³ÏÝ»ñÁ »õ Í³ÝûÃ ¹¿åù»ñáõÝ áõ 
½³ñ·³óáõÙÝ»ñáõÝ Ñ»ï»õ³Ýùáí ·áÛ³ó³Í μ³ñ¹ Çñ³íÇ×³ÏÁ£ ÜÏ³ï»É 
ï³Éáí« áñ ØÇçÇÝ ²ñ»õ»ÉùÁ »ñ»ù ÙÇ³ëïáõ³Í»³Ý ÏñûÝùÝ»ñáõ Ñ³Ù³ï»Õ 
·áÛ³ÏóáõÃ»³Ý ÙÇç³í³ÛñÝ ¿ »Õ³Í ¹³ñ»ñ¿ Ç í»ñ« ³Ý ÝßáõÙÝ»ñ Ï³ï³ñ»ó 
ÙÇçÇÝ ³ñ»õ»É»³Ý »ñÏÇñÝ»ñáõ å»ï³Ï³Ý ¹ñáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáõÝ Ù³ëÇÝ« áõñ 
ÏñûÝ³Ï³Ý ¹³ëÝ áõ Ùï³ÍáÕáõÃÇõÝÁ Ý»ñÏ³ÛáõÃÇõÝ »Ý« ÏñûÝùÝ áõ 
ù³Õ³ù³Ï³Ý Ï»³ÝùÁ ÷áË³¹³ñÓ³μ³ñ Ý»ñ·áñÍáõÃÇõÝ ÏþáõÝ»Ý³Ý Çñ³ñáõ 
íñ³Û£ ²Ý Ñ³Ý·³Ù³Ýûñ¿Ý Ëûë»ó³õ ÅáÕáíñ¹³í³ñáõÃ»³Ý áõ 
ù³Õ³ù³óÇ³Ï³Ý Çñ³õáõùÝ»ñáõ Ï»Ýë³·áñÍÙ³Ý Ýå³ï³Ïáí ï»ÕÇ áõÝ»óáÕ 
ß³ñÅáõÙÝ»ñáõÝ Ù³ëÇÝ« áñáÝù ÇßË³Ý³÷áËáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáõ å³ï×³é ¹³ñÓ³Í 
»Ý« Çñ»Ýó ³Ý¹ñ³¹³ñÓÁ ÏþáõÝ»Ý³Ý ÅáÕáíáõñ¹Ý»ñáõ Ï»³ÝùÇÝ íñ³Û« áõ Ýáñ 
Ï³óáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñ áõ ¹ñ³Ï³Ý Ã¿ μ³ó³ë³Ï³Ý ·áÛÝ»ñáí ÑáñÇ½áÝÝ»ñ ÏÁ 
å³ñ½»Ý ùñÇëïáÝ»³Û Ñ³Ù³ÛÝùÝ»ñáõÝ ¹ÇÙ³ó£ ì»Ñ³÷³é Ð³Ûñ³å»ïÁ 
Ñ³ÏÇñ× Ï»ñåáí ³Ý¹ñ³¹³ñÓ³õ ï³ñμ»ñ »ñÏÇñÝ»ñáõ Ï³óáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáõÝ« 
ÇßË³ÝáõÃ»³Ýó Ó»õÇÝ áõ ³Ýó»³É¿Ý »ÏáÕ ï³·Ý³åÝ»ñáõÝ« 
Ñ³õ³Ý³Ï³ÝáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáõÝ« ßñç³Ý³ÛÇÝ áõ ÙÇç³½·³ÛÇÝ ·áñÍûÝÝ»ñáõ 
³½¹»óáõÃ»³Ý, ÛÇß»óÝ»Éáí« áñ ùñÇëïáÝ»³Ý»ñáõ Ñ³Ù³ñ ÏÁ ÃáõÇÝ 
ëï»ÕÍáõÇÉ ³ÛÝåÇëÇ å³ÛÙ³ÝÝ»ñ« áñáÝù ÏñÝ³Ý ÷áËáËáõÃ»³Ý »ÝÃ³ñÏ»É 
¹³ñ³õáñ íÇ×³ÏÁ« å³ï×³é ¹³éÝ³É ·³ÕÃÇ áõ ßñç³ÝÇ Ù³ñ¹³·ñ³Ï³Ý 
å³ïÏ»ñÇ ÷á÷áËáõÃ»³Ý£ ²Ý ß»ßï»ó« áñ »ñ»ù ÏñûÝùÝ»ñáõ ½³õ³ÏÝ»ñáõÝ 
Ñ³Ù³ñ« ØÇçÇÝ ²ñ»õ»ÉùÁ »Õ³Í ¿ áõ å¿ïù ¿ ÙÝ³Û Ñ³Ù³ï»Õ ·áÛáõÃ»³Ý« 
·áñÍ³ÏóáõÃ»³Ý áõ ÷áË³¹³ñÓ Ñ³Ý¹áõñÅáÕáõÃ»³Ý Ñ³Ûñ»ÝÇù« ÇÝãå¿ë 
μáÉáñ ÷áùñ³Ù³ëÝáõÃ»³Ýó« ÝáÛÝå¿ë ³É ßáõñç 15 ÙÇÉÇáÝ ùñÇëïáÝ»³Ý»ñáõ 
³½³ïáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñÝ áõ Çñ³õáõÝùÝ»ñÁ å¿ïù ¿ »ñ³ßË³õáñáõÇÝ© 
ùñÇëïáÝ»³Ý»ñÁ å¿ïù ã¿ Ù³ïÝáõÇÝ Ù»Ïáõë³óÙ³Ý áõ Éáõë³Ýóù³ÛÝ³óÙ³Ý« 
³ÛÉ ¹ñ³å³ßï ·áñÍ³ÏóáõÃÇõÝ å¿ïù ¿ óáõó³μ»ñ»Ý ÁÝÏ»ñáõÃ»³Ý áõ 
å»ï³Ï³Ý ¹ñáõÃ»³Ýó μ³ñ»÷áËÙ³Ý ·áñÍÁÝÃ³óÇÝ Ù¿ç, Ñ³ëï³ï»Éáí 
¹ñ³Ï³Ý ·áñÍ³ÏÇóÇ Çñ»Ýó Ñ³Ý·³Ù³ÝùÁ£  

¸ÇåáõÏ ³Ý¹ñ³¹³ñÓáõÙÝ»ñáí áõ ÁÝ¹Ñ³Ýñ³Ï³Ý Ùûï»óáõÙÝ»ñáí, 
í»ñÉáõÍáõÙÝ»ñáíª ì»Ñ³÷³é Ð³Ûñ³å»ïÁ ³Ý¹ñ³¹³ñÓ³õ å»ï³Ï³Ý 
¹ñáõÃ»³Ýó áõ ÏñûÝùÇ ÙÇç»õ ë³ÑÙ³ÝÝ»ñáõ Ûëï³Ï³óÙ³Ý 
³ÝÑñ³Å»ßïáõÃ»³Ý« ÙÇ³Å³Ù³Ý³Ï ÝÏ³ï»Éáí« áñ ù³Õ³ù³Ï³Ý 
¹ñáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñÁ Ï³ñ»ÉÇ ã¿ μ³ÅÝ»É ÏñûÝ³Ï³Ý Çñ³Ï³ÝáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñ¿Ý£ 



ÆëÉ³Ù« ùñÇëïáÝ»³Û áõ Ññ¿³Ï³Ý ÏñûÝù»ñáõÝ ÙÇç»õ Ñ³Ù»ñ³ßË 
·áñÍ³ÏóáõÃ»³Ý Ññ³Ù³Û³Ï³ÝÇÝ ÏáÕùÇÝ« ì»Ñ³÷³é Ð³Ûñ³å»ïÁ í»ñ 
³é³õ ÝáÛÝÇÝùÝ ùñÇëïáÝ»³Ý»ñáõ ÙÇç»õ ÙÇ³ëÝáõÃ»³Ý áõ ·áñÍ³ÏóáõÃ»³Ý 
Ï³ñ»õáñáõÃÇõÝÁ« ÙÇ³Å³Ù³Ý³Ï ß»ßï»Éáí Çõñ³ù³ÝãÇõñ »Ï»Õ»óõáÛ 
ë÷Çõéù»³Ý ·³ÕáõÃÝ»ñáõÝ Ý»ñ¹ñáõÙÇÝ Ï³ñ»õáñáõÃÇõÝÁ£ ²Ý ß»ßï»ó, áñ 
³é³Ýó Çñ ùñÇëïáÝ»³Û ï³ññÇÝª ØÇçÇÝ ²ñ»õ»ÉùÁ åÇïÇ ÏáñëÝóÝ¿ Çñ 
ÇëÏ³Ï³Ý ¹ÇÙ³·ÇÍÁ, Ñ»ï»õ³μ³ñ, μáÉáñ ÏñûÝùÝ»ñáõÝ ÙÇç»õ 
Ñ³Ý¹áõñÅáÕáõÃÇõÝÁ, ÷áË³¹³ñÓ ×³Ý³ãáõÙÝ áõ Ûû·áõï μáÉáñÇÝ 
·áñÍ³ÏóáõÃÇõÝÁ ³ÝÑñ³Å»ßï »Ý£ ì»Ñ³÷³é Ð³Ûñ³å»ïÁ ³ÝÑñ³Å»ßï 
ÝÏ³ï»ó Ý³»õ, áñ ùñÇëïáÝ»³Ý»ñÁ ÙÝ³Ý Çñ»Ýó ¹³ñ³õáñ μÝ³Ï³í³ÛñÇÝ 
Ù¿ç, ßñç³ÝÇÝ μ³ÅÝ»ÏÇóÝ»ñáõÝ Ñ»ï ·áñÍ³ÏóáõÃ»³Ý ×³Ùμáí ÏÇñ³ñÏáõÇ 
³ñ¹³ñáõÃÇõÝ, ÇßË³ÝáõÃ»³Ý ³ñ¹³ñ μ³ÅÝ»ÏóáõÃÇõÝ, Ñ³Ù³Ó³ÛÝ ³ÛÝ 
ëÏ½μáõÝùÝ»ñáõÝ, áñáÝù ÏÁ Ï³½Ù»Ý »ñ»ù ÙÇ³ëïáõ³Í»³Ý ÏñûÝùÝ»ñáõÝ 
¿áõÃÇõÝÁ£  

º½ñ³÷³ÏÇã ÝßáõÙÝ»ñáõÝ Ù¿ç« ì»Ñ³÷³é Ð³Ûñ³å»ïÁ ³ÝÑñ³Å»ßï 
ÝÏ³ï»ó Çñ³å³ßï Ùûï»óáõÙÁ« Çμñ»õ ûñÇÝ³Ïª ³Ý¹ñ³¹³ñÓ³õ ÈÇμ³Ý³ÝÇ 
17 Ñ³Ù³ÛùÝ»ñáõÝ ÙÇç»õ Ñ³Ù³Ï»óáõÃ»³Ý ï³ñ³½ÇÝ« ë³Ï³ÛÝ Ý³»õ Ýß»ó« áñ 
Çõñ³ù³ÝãÇõñ »ñÏÇñ áõÝÇ Çñ Çõñ³Û³ïÏáõÃÇõÝÁ£ ²Ûë ÇñáÕáõÃ»³Ýó 
ÝÏ³ï³éáõÙáí áõ ÝáÛÝ ²ëïáõÍáÛ ½³õ³ÏÝ»ñÁ ÁÉÉ³Éáõ ·Çï³ÏóáõÃ»³Ùμ ¿ áñ, 
Áë³õ ì»Ñ³÷³éÁ, å¿ïù ¿ Ï»ñï»É ÙÇ³ëÝ³Ï³Ý Ï»³Ýù, Û³ñ·»É áõ 
å³Ñå³Ý»É Ùß³ÏáõÃ³ÛÇÝ ³é³ÝÓÝ³Û³ïÏáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñÁ, ëï»ÕÍ»É 
íëï³ÑáõÃ»³Ý Ë³ñÇëË, å³Ñå³Ý»É Çõñ³ù³ÝãÇõñÇ 
³ñÅ³Ý³å³ïõáõÃÇõÝÁ, ³½³ïáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñÁ, Ñ»ï³Ùáõï ÁÉÉ³É ³ñ¹³ñáõÃ»³Ý 
áõ Ë³Õ³ÕáõÃ»³Ý, ÷áË³¹³ñÓ³μ³ñ ÁÉÉ³É Ñ³Ý¹áõñÅáÕ£ 

²Ûë áõ ÝÙ³Ý Ù³ñï³Ññ³õ¿ñÝ»ñ å¿ïù ¿ »ñ»ù ÏñûÝùÝ»ñáõ 
Ñ»ï»õáñ¹Ý»ñáõÝ áõ ³ÝáÝó ³é³çÝáñ¹Ý»ñáõÝ ÏáÕÙ¿ ¹ÇÙ³·ñ³õáõÇÝ Éáõñç 
Ùûï»óáõÙáí, »½ñ³÷³Ï»ó ì»Ñ³÷³é Ð³Ûñ³å»ïÁ£ 

öñáý© èÇãÁñï ÚáíÑ³ÝÝ¿ë»³Ý ßÝáñÑ³Ï³ÉáõÃÇõÝ Û³ÛïÝ»ó ì»Ñ³÷³é 
Ð³Ûñ³å»ïÇÝ, ³Ûë Ñ³Ù³å³ñ÷³Ï áõ ß³Ñ»Ï³Ý ¹³ë³ËûëáõÃ»³Ý Ñ³Ù³ñ, 
³å³ ³éÇÃ ïáõ³õ, áñ Ý»ñÏ³Ý»ñ Ñ³ñóáõÙÝ»ñ áõÕÕ»Ý£ 

Þñç³ÝÇÝ Ù¿ç ÂáõñùÇáÛ Ýå³ï³ÏÝ»ñáõÝ áõ ¹»ñ³Ï³ï³ñáõÃ»³Ý 
μÝáÛÃÇÝ, ÏñûÝ³ïÇå í³ñã³Ï³ñ·»ñáõ ¹¿åÇ ÅáÕáíñ¹³í³ñáõÃÇõÝ ³ÝóùÇÝ, 
ÇßË³Ý³÷áËáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáõ »õ ßñç³ÝÇ »ñÏÇñÝ»ñáõÝ Ù¿ç 
Ñ³õ³Ý³Ï³ÝáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñáõÝ Ù³ëÇÝ Ñ³ñóáõÙÝ»ñáõª ì»Ñ³÷³é Ð³Ûñ³å»ïÁ 
å³ï³ëË³Ý»ó Áëï μ³õ³Ï³ÝÇÝ ëå³éÇã Ï»ñåáí, ë³Ï³ÛÝ Ý³»õ Ýß»Éáí, áñ 
ãÇ Ý³ËÁÝïñ»ñ ·áõß³ÏáõÃ»³Ý Ó»õÇ Ý³Ë³ï»ëáõÃÇõÝÝ»ñ Ï³ï³ñ»É£  
 
 

HIS HOLINESS CATHOLICOS ARAM I LECTURES AT UCLA ON  
"THE FUTURE OF CHRISTIANITY IN THE MIDDLE EAST"  

 
 On Friday, October 14, 2011, a capacity crowd gathered at UCLA's 
Broad Hall to hear a riveting lecture by His Holiness Catholicos Aram I on "The 
Future of Christianity in the Middle East".   



 The Pontifical lecture was sponsored by the UCLA Center for Near 
Eastern Studies, Center for the Study of Religion, Department of History, 
Armenian Students' Association, and the International Institute. 
 His Holiness, accompanied by H.E. Archbishop Moushegh Mardirossian, 
Prelate, and staff bearer Very Rev. Fr. Mesrob Sarkissian, arrived on campus at 
noon where they were welcomed by Vice-Provost of International Studies 
Randal Johson, Professor of History Richard Hovannisian, Professor of Near 
Eastern Languages and Cultures and Director of the Center for the Study of 
Religion Jacco Dieleman, Past Chair of Academic Senate and Professor of 
Mechanical and Aerospace Engineering Ann Karagozian, and Chair of the 
Department of Near Eastern Languages and Cultures William Schniedewind. 
 The UCLA delegation escorted His Holiness and entourage to Bunche 
Hall for a reception, during which His Holiness said "the university is at the 
center of my ministry and I consider myself everlastingly a student, and I 
encourage action with reflection."  Vice-Provost Randal Johnson presented a 
gift to His Holiness, after which he was escorted to Broad Hall for the lecture.   
 The event began with the campus welcome by Randal Johnson, who 
thanked His Holiness for making the time to visit the University and expressed 
how honored he was that the Pontiff was there to share his thoughts on such an 
important topic. 
 Professor Richard Hovannisian in his opening remarks welcomed His 
Holiness back to UCLA after 11 years, when the Pontiff had presided over what 
he said was the best conference in recent memory on the issue of Armenian 
Cilicia.  He continued to say that with all that is currently going on in the Middle 
East, the brave and truthful speech of His Holiness is needed now more than 
ever.  He concluded by stating that "His Holiness has been a leading and 
trusted voice in the Middle East with respect to both Muslim and inter-Christian 
dialogues", and after going through the Pontiff's biography, invited him to the 
podium to present his lecture. 
 Catholicos Aram I stated that regime change will have a positive impact 
on the lives of Christians only when democratic states are established and the 
rights of Christian communities are fully recognized and respected. Otherwise, 
he continued, “Christians will continue to emigrate.”  

In the second part of his speech, His Holiness spoke about the 
challenges faced by the churches in the region. He stated that they must 
redefine their self-understanding and reassess their witness in this region which 
is in turmoil and transition because the church is a God-given vocation and not 
simply an institution.  

After sharing his view on the way the churches in the Middle East should 
respond, Catholicos Aram I concluded: “Christians in the West should not 
consider the churches of the Middle East as the remnants of Christian history or 
mission lands, but as genuine partners; they should assist them to remain in 
the Middle East, in their own lands. Judaism, Christianity, and Islam must 
assume their prophetic roles at this critical moment of history, and endeavor 
together to build a culture of life which promotes reconciled diversities and a 
quality of life sustained by dignity, freedom, justice and peace, as well as by 



tolerance and mutual trust. Especially at this time, when the region is oscillating 
between uncertainty and promise, fear and hope, the three monotheistic 
religions are called to respond to this challenge.” 
 A question and answer session followed.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


