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COMMEMORATING THE FEAST OF STS. VARTANANK

Thursday. March 3", 2011 was the Feast of Sts. Vartanank.

The eve of the Feast was observed on Wednesday, March 2", with
evening services at St. Sarkis Church in Pasadena presided over by H.E.
Archbishop Moushegh Mardirossian, Prelate, and with the participation of clergy
members.

The Prelate delivered the sermon, in which he exalted the courage and
heroism of St. Vartan. He stated that St. Vartan and his soldiers were
champions of our faith and remain our heroes today, and we must follow in their
example by remaining unwavering in our allegiance to our Christian faith and
national values. The Prelate, noting that during the battle at Avarayr there was
sadly betrayal and the renunciation of faith and nation by some, urged the
faithful to not follow in that same path but rather be armed by the spirit of the
martyrdom of the Sts. Vartanank who gave their lives for love of God and love
of nation.

On Thursday, March 3™ the Feast of Sts. Vartanank was
commemorated with Divine Liturgy at Holy Martyrs Church in Encino presided
over by the Prelate and with the participation of clergy members. Very Rev. Fr.
Barthev Gulumian celebrated Divine Liturgy and delivered the sermon.

In his sermon, Fr. Barthev reflected on the message that Vartanants
brings to us today saying that in the days of Vartanants the enemy was known
and visible, whereas today we are faced with a number of hidden or disguised
enemies and challenges. Thus, he urged the faithful and especially the youth



to arm themselves with the spirit of the Sts. Vartanank and stand firm in the
face of adversity.

At the conclusion of both services, traditional songs dedicated to the
Feast were sung, and the attendees were hosted to receptions hosted by the
Ladies Auxiliaries of the respective parishes.



