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HIS HOLINESS CATHOLICOS ARAM | VISITS ARARAT HOME

On Monday, October 17, 2011, His Holiness Catholicos Aram | visited
Ararat Home in Mission Hills where he blessed the administration and blessed,
conducted a prayer service at the Chapel, and visited the Museum.

His Holiness, accompanied by H.E. Archbishop Moushegh Mardirossian,
Prelate, Clergy and Councils members, first visited the skilled-nursing facility
where he led a prayer service and blessed the patients. Next they headed to
the assisted-living facility where His Holiness led the Blessing of the Home
prayer service and blessed the patients. The Pontiff reflected on the words
Ararat Home, saying it had special meaning for Armenians. Ararat is the
symbol of Armenians, Ararat is the symbol of our identity, of our unity, stated
His Holiness, and said the word "home" also symbolizes family. "Home brings
together the same values, the same traditions. This is not an old people's
home. In this house, the spiritual and medical come together, and I'm very
much touched by this home". His Holiness presented the residents with gifts of
crosses, then headed to the Sheen Memorial Chapel for a prayer service, after
which he toured the Eskijian Museum.

His Holiness and entourage were then hosted to a luncheon by the
administration. Welcoming remarks were delivered by Ararat Home Board
Chair Mr. Nazar Ashjian, member Mr. Joseph Kanimian, and Central Executive
member Mr. Vahe Yacoubian.



The Prelate commended the administration for their devoted service, and
noted that the Prelacy and Ararat Home have had a close relationship for many
years and that Prelacy Clergy members visit the home on a monthly basis to
celebrate Divine Liturgy and offer prayers. He then invited His Holiness to
deliver his message.

His Holiness commended the administration for their care and nurturing
of the elderly and reflecting on the name of the home, said that just as Ararat
mountain belongs to all Armenians, this home too, which bears its name,
serves all Armenians. His Holiness once again commended the Board and all
the sponsors who support the valuable mission of Ararat Home, and expressed
his wish that this institution be an ideal example to all community organizations.



