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HIS HOLINESS CATHOLICOS ARAM | ARRIVES IN LOS ANGELES

On the afternoon of Wednesday, October 5, 2011, His Holiness Aram |,
Catholicos of the Great House of Cilicia, arrived in Los Angeles. His Holiness
was accompanied by staff bearer Very Rev. Fr. Mesrob Sarkissian.

His Holiness was greeted on the tarmac by H.E. Archbishop Moushegh
Mardirossian, Prelate, and Lebanese acting Consul General the Honorable
Madonna Aoun Ghazal, and was escorted to the Special Events Lounge of the
Bradley International Terminal for a welcoming reception.

Gathered at the lounge to welcome His Holiness were Prelate of the
Eastern United States H.E. Archbishop Oshagan Choloyan, H.E. Archbishop
Yeprem Tabakian, Very Rev. Fathers Muron Aznikian and Barthev Gulumian,
Consul General of Armenia the Honorable Grigor Hovhannissian, L.A. City
Council President the Honorable Eric Garcetti, Central Executive members Mr.
Khajag Dikijian and Mr. Vahe Yacoubian, Executive Council Chair Mrs. Rima
Boghossian and members, representatives of the ARF Central Committee and
sister organizations, Pontifical Visit Committee members, and sponsors.

On behalf of the guests, Archbishop Mardirossian welcomed His
Holiness, stating "It is indeed a great honor to receive Your Holiness, and our
community joyfully looks forward to the coming twenty days during which You
will grace us with Your paternal blessings and guidance. We are confident that
Your fourth Pontifical Visit to the Western United States will be among the most
memorable and historic."

His Holiness conveyed his appreciation for the welcome and on the
occasion of his fourth Pontifical Visit to the Western Unites States, and
conveyed his paternal blessings to the guests.

Welcoming remarks were also delivered by L.A. City Council President
Eric Garcetti, Lebanese acting Consul General Mrs. Madonna Aoun Ghazal,
and Armenian Consul General Mr. Grigor Hovhannissian.

At the conclusion of the reception, His Holiness and entourage were
escorted to the Universal Hilton Hotel.

The first public event will be the official welcoming of His Holiness and
"Hrashapar" Service, on Thursday, October 6 at 6:00 p.m. at St. Garabed
Church in Hollywood.






