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HIS HOLINESS CATHOLICOS ARAM | DELIVERS PONTIFICAL
MESSAGE AT HOLY MARTYRS CHURCH IN ENCINO

On Sunday, October 23, 2011, the last day of the Pontifical Visit of His
Holiness Catholicos Aram | began with Divine Liturgy at Holy Martyrs Church in
Encino presided over by the Pontiff. During the Liturgy, His Holiness delivered
his Pontifical message on the Feast of the Discovery of the Holy Cross.

His Holiness arrived at the Church accompanied by H.E. Archbishop
Moushegh Mardirossian, Prelate, and was led to the reception hall for a
meeting with the Pastor, Board of Trustees, Delegates, Ladies Auxiliary, and
representatives of local chapters of sister organizations. Each gave a brief
overview of their endeavors. His Holiness commended them all for their
service, and speaking of Armenian Schools, stated that Armenian children
should not be withheld from Armenian Schools for financial reasons and that
our Church must lend its full support to our schools.

His Holiness was then led to "Avedissian" Hall where the service was
being held. The courtyard was lined with Homenetmen scouts in honor of His
Holiness.

The celebrant was H.E. Archbishop Yeprem Tabakian. Very Rev.
Fathers Muron Aznikian and Barthev Gulumian assisted at the altar.

Prior to the Pontifical message, the Prelate reflected on the Pontifical
Visit stating that the visit of His Holiness served as an encouragement and



inspiration to our community and the dawn of new horizons. He then invited His
Holiness for his message.

His Holiness at first commended the Prelate, Executive Council, and
affiliated bodies for their devoted service, which he witnessed during his visit.

Speaking on the Feast of the Discovery of the Holy Cross, which
coincided with that day, His Holiness spoke of the message of the Cross in the
lives of our people. His Holiness stated that before Christ, the cross had a
negative connotation, it was something on which criminals were crucified.
However, our Lord Savior Jesus Christ shed His blood on the Cross and
cleansed the Cross, transforming it into a symbol of redemption and salvation.
The Cross is not merely a decoration atop our Churches and altars, it is the
path to righteousness, the heart of Christian identity. By shedding His blood on
the Cross for the salvation of mankind, Jesus Christ opened a new path for us
of hope and victory, stressed His Holiness. Armed by the power of the Cross,
our people overcame countless struggles and persevered, preserving our
identity. We were sent to Der Zor, but strengthened by the spirit and message
of the Cross, we were resurrected. His Holiness concluded by calling on the
faithful to continue to illuminate their lives by the light of the Cross because
there is no salvation without the Cross and the Cross is our path to rebirth and
triumph.

At the conclusion of Divine Liturgy, a Sunday School student addressed
His Holiness, reaffirming their pledge to remain faithful to our religious and
national heritage and values. After the Cilician and Pontifical anthems,
"Achahampouyr" followed where faithful had the opportunity to receive the
blessings of His Holiness.



