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"YEAR OF THE ARMENIAN CHILD" KICKS OFF
WITH A LITERARY LUNCHEON AT THE PRELACY

On Thursday, February 10", 2011, "Year of the Armenian Child"
celebrations began with a literary luncheon held at the Prelacy "Dikran and
Zarouhie Der Ghazarian" Hall under the auspices of H.E. Archbishop Moushegh
Mardirossian, Prelate, and organized by the Prelacy Ladies Auxiliary. Executive
Council Chair Mrs. Rima Boghossian and over a hundred guests attended the
event.

The event began with welcoming remarks by Ladies Auxiliary member
and Master of Ceremonies Mrs. Hourig Abdulian.

The Prelate then offered the invocation, after which lunch was served.

The lecture began after lunch. The keynote speakers were Vahan and
Anoush Chamlian School Principal Mr. Vazken Madenlian and Vice-Principal
Mrs. Rita Kaprielian, and the topic was "The Armenian Child within the
American Social Environment".

The first lecture was presented by Mrs. Kaprielian. Speaking on the
Armenian child in the American environment, she stressed that Armenian



Schools have a twofold mission in this regard; to instruct children on how to be
good individuals, and also how to be good Armenians. She then reflected on
the positive and negative aspects of the outside influences Armenian children
are subject to. She spoke of how today's children are growing up at a time of
great technological advancements, and have at their disposal the latest
computers and other devices, and though on the one hand this technology
surely has great benefits, parents must be sure to monitor their children to keep
them from negative information and to ensure that they utilize the technology in
a productive manner. Stating that "computers and video-games can be
wonderful educational tools for our children, but they can have harmful effects
with excessive use", she went on to give helpful tips on how parents can help
children balance their time. Contrasting the social environment in which
children of the Middle East grow up versus that of the United States, she stated
that our children are Armenian by birth but American by circumstance, and
concluded by emphasizing the necessity of providing a healthy environment in
which our children can grow up to be not only honorable individuals but proud
Armenians.

Mr. Madenlian was then invited to present his lecture, the foundation of
which was how Armenian children can grow up to become active and
contributing members of the Armenian community. He stated that those who
grow up to become active members of their community are reared from a young
age, are raised in Armenian schools and within Armenian environments
whether athletic, cultural, or political organizations. Speaking on the
association between education and level of activeness within the community,
he gave examples of different types of individuals; highly educated who choose
to remain outside the community, less-educated who contribute greatly to the
advancement of our community, and vice-versa, and those who although are
raised in an Armenian environment, grow up to become indifferent to Armenian
causes and to their heritage. Thus, it is the responsibility of Armenian schools
and organizations to maintain this balance by providing the right amount of
education and Armenian instruction, and in addition foster in our children a love
for their heritage and encourage them to become active participants in
community affairs. He concluded by saying that if the school is the place where
they receive this education, community organizations are where they learn how
to apply what they have learned and get first hand experience on how to
contribute to the community, things that cannot be learned inside the
classroom.

After both presentations, the Prelate was invited to deliver his message.
He commended the Ladies Auxiliary for organizing the event in celebration of
the Armenian Child, and the two keynote speakers for their informative and
enlightening presentations.

He then spoke of the crucial role parents, teachers, and our churches
play in the proper instruction and development of our children. The Prelate
reflected on the proclamation of H.H. Catholicos Aram I, in which His Holiness
greatly stresses the reality that our children are our future and to look to the
future of our nation, our people, and our church we need to look at our children



for in the words of our Lord, "Train up a child in the way he should go, and when
he is old he will not depart from it". The path of our children start at home from
the time of birth, and continues as they start attending school, church, Sunday
School, and community organizations, said the Prelate. Speaking from
personal experience, he told of how his parents influenced his Armenian
upbringing by sending him to Armenian school, church, community
organizations, and the Seminary. He spoke highly of the strong Armenian
education he received at the Seminary by teachers and instructors who
regarded highly the value of an Armenian education and who have become
examples for today's generation. The Prelate stressed the unique mission
Armenian elders have with regards to the education of our children and the
importance of maintaining a balance in their spiritual, national, and social
development.
The luncheon came to a close with the benediction by the Prelate.



