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ASCENSION
e Theme: The resurrected and glorified Sav-
ior returnsto heaven.

Gospel Readings: (Acts 1:1-14, Matthew 28:16-
20).

e Lord sPrayer and

The ascended one to heaven is resurrected Lord
Jesus Christ, the Savior, who trampled hell, con-
guered Satan and gave us life eternal.

e Reading/ teaching of Psalms[10 minutes]
Psalm 24

- Theworld and al that isin it belong to the Lord;
the earth and al who live on it are His.

= He built it on the deep waters beneath the earth
and laid its foundations in the ocean depths.

- Who has the right to go up the Lord’s hill? Who
may enter His holy Temple?

= Those who are pure in act and in thought who do
not worship idols or make fal se promises.

- The Lord will bless them and save them; God
will declare them innocent.

= Such are the people who come to God, who
come into the presence of the God of our fathers.

- Lift up your gates, O you princes, let the ever-
lasting doors be lifted up that the king of glory
may comein.

=Who isthisking of glory?

- The Lord strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in
battle.

= Lift up, your gates, O you princes, let the ever-
lasting doors be lifted up that the king of glory
may comein.

- Who is thisking of glory?

=The Lord of hosts, He isthe king of glory.

e Teaching of Prayer / biblical verses
[10 minutes]

“Go into all the world and preach the gos-
pel to every creature. He who believes and is bap-
tized will be saved; but he who does not believe
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“ And Jesus came and spoke to the eleven
disciples, saying, ‘All authority has been given to
Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and
make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of
the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all
things that 1 have commanded you; and lo, | am
with you always, even to the end of the age'”
( Matthew 28:18-20).

“And these signs will follow those who
believe: In My name they will cast out demons,
they will speak with new tongues; they will take
up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it
will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands
on the sick, and they will recover” (Mark 16:17-
18).

“This same Jesus, who was taken up from
you into heaven, will so come in like manner as
you saw Him go into heaven” (Acts 1:11).

e Teaching of ‘Sharagan’ or Spiritual hymns,
[10 minutes]

Canon For The Ascension of Christ

Our Lord ascended into heaven

Saying to His disciples

“ Remain in the city of Jerusalem

Until you have clothed with power from
on high.”

With one heart, one mind, one faith

The Holy Apostles gathered

And stayed in the holy Upper Room

Awaiting the coming of the Holy Spirit.

Suddenly He appeared like the brilliance
of light

And rested on the Holy Apostles

While they were sitting in the Holy Upper
Room.
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e« Before the Gospe reading students must
sing
Trisagion ‘soorp Asdvadz’

Holy God, holy and Mighty, holy and immortal
Who did ascend gloriously to heaven to His
Father, have mercy uponus.  (Repeat thrice).

e Itispreferred toread the Gospel of the day.
The teacher should explain/comment on
what wasread. [10 minutes]|

JESUS SASCENSION
(Luke 24:50-53, Acts 1)

“On the third day He rose again; and as-
cending into the heaven with the same body, sat at
the right hand of the Father.

He is to come with the same body and with
the glory of the Father, to judge the quick and the
dead, of whose kingdom there is no end”

(Nicene Creed)

The Ascension proved to everyone that Je-
sus Christ was God. It showed them that God had
loved us enough to share our life with us, taking
the same body that we have. Even though He did
not stay on earth with us forever, we know that He
is always with us, and one day He will return in the
same way to judge the living and the dead and to
establish His kingdom. All those who obeyed His
commandments and lived a faithful life will inherit
everlasting life; but all those who rejected Him and
lived a sinful life will be condemned to hell where
thefireis everlasting and the suffering is forever.

As Christians, our duty is to stay faithful to
His Gospel, to keep His commandments, live vir-
tuous lives, never cease praying, and hoping and
awaiting His second coming.

e Announcements/ recommendations sugges-
tions

Collection

Sunday School’s anthem

Studentsdepart to their classes

Closing Prayer
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PRAYER

TEACH USHOW TO SERVE

Lord, teach us to recognize to use
every opportunity of service.

Let us be givers without counting the rewards,
fighters without causing injury,
workers without seeking rest,
servants without expecting compensation,
with the awareness that we are doing Y our will.
Amen.

St. Basil of Caesarea

PRAYER FOR A PEACEFUL LIFE

O Christ our God, author of life and giver of peace,
guide us that we may walk in Y our ways of
righteousness and arrive at the haven of life and
salvation in peace, through the grace of Y our
mercy. For You are our helper and our Savior
and to You is befitting glory, dominion and honor,
now and always. Amen.

Book of Hours
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ASCENSION

The fortieth day
after Resurrection on
Thursday, the church
commemorates the As
cension of our Lord Je-
Ao sus Christ.

While Easter is
the feast of Jesus
Christ's victory over
death, the Ascension is
the feast of His return to
God the Father in heaven.

The ascension took place at the village of
Bethany, on the Mount of Olives.

After His resurrection, Jesus stayed on
earth forty days. During that time He appeared to
all His disciples on many occasions and showed
Himself alive.

The Ascension of our Lord is the last ap-
pearance of the Christ after the Resurrection. It
marks the fina appearance of the risen Christ to
the eleven apostles. On the day that He was re-
ceived up, He led them out from Jerusaem to
Bethany, to the Mount of Olives. He talked with
them as in days of old, opening their understand-
ing so that they might understand the scriptures.
And He told them that they were to go out to all
lands and to all nations to preach in His name.
Then He added these words of promise and com-
mand: “Do not depart from Jerusalem, but wait
for the Promise of the Father.

“You shall receive power when the Holy
Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be wit-
nesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in al Judea and
Samaria, and to the end of the earth.

“Go into al the world and preach the gos-
pel to every creature. He who believes and is bap-
tized will be saved; but he who does not believe
will be condemned.

“And these signs will follow those who
believe: In my name they will cast out demons;
they will speak with new tongues; they will take
up serpents; and if they drink anything deadly, it
will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands
on the sick, and they will recover” (Acts 1:3-8,
Mark 16:15-18).

Then Jesus lifted up His hands and blessed



them. It was an emotiona moment. As He be-
stowed this gracious farewell and finished speak-
ing, He parted from them and was carried up into
heaven. And while the disciples were looking upon
His ascending form, a shining cloud received Him
out of their sight.

As they continued to gaze into heaven as
he went, behold, two men stood by them in white
garments and said, “You men of Galilee, why do
you stand gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus,
who has been taken up from you into heaven, shall
come in the same manner as you have seen Him go
into heaven” (Acts 1:11). Then they worshiped
their crucified, risen, ascended Lord, and returned
to Jerusalem with great joy, and were continually
in the temple blessing God (Mark 16:20). In Jeru-
salem, in order to choose the twelfth apostle, the
disciples prayed and ask Lord to show which of
proposed two men—Barsabas and Matthias, God
will choose one for apostleship from which Judas
by betrayal and transgression fell. Then they cast
their lots, and the lot fell on Matthias. And he was
numbered with the eleven apostles (Acts 1:26).

The hymn of the occasion mentions the
miraculous event of Christ’'s Ascension and the
descent of the Holy Spirit.

On Ascension Day girls wear colorful
dresses, and organize outings to flower gardens
and the drawing of lots.

In many parts of Armenia, the celebration
of Ascension Day is aso called the feast of “Jan
Guloom,” / “Jangyulum” because each line of the
special poem sung ends with the words “Jan Gu-
loom”/ Armenian words devoted to the praising of
flowers, especialy the rose.

On the day before Ascension the girls were
up early. They were formed groups and went off
into the open fields, arm in arm, singing songs,
laughing, dancing and gathering flowers from the
fields for their Ascension “Jangyulum” merrymak-
ing. Unfortunately the custom of “Jangyulum” and
various ritual practices that came to be associated
with it, and the praising of flowers has now been
forgotten and the outing is mostly observed by
school children.

The largest bouquet of flowers, which
was made to resemble a cross, was called
“Tzaghamayr”/ “Mother Flower.” Then small arti-
cles such as rings, hair pins, buttons etc. were put

into alarge pitcher by the girls.

The next day, the girls sat in a circle
around the pitcher and the bouquets, and after
singing a popular song, each line of which ended
with “Jangyulum,” an article was pulled out by a
veiled child. The luck of the owner was deter-
mined by the contents of the verse sung.

After distributing the bouquets, the cross-
shaped bouquet or the “Tzaghamayr” was be-
stowed to the church.

In the early centuries of Christianity the
feast of Ascension or “Hambartzoom” was the
most admired feast and was celebrated with jubi-
lant festivities.

The Ascension
isthe crown of Christ’s
earthly life and mis
sion. It marks God's
acceptance of the
Son's whole work of
- redemption and repara-

tion With Ascension
Christ was glorified in
heaven. The work of
our salvation has been
accomplished and is
blessed.

Jesus, in going
away from us, leaves in us an attitude, which is
one not of regret, but rather of joyous and trustful
awaiting. His departure has been both an act of
benediction and an act of adoration. “And it came
to pass, while He blessed them, He was parted
from them, and carried up into heaven. And they
worshipped Him, and returned to Jerusalem with
great joy” (Luke 24:51). Christ’s Ascension is His
enthronement in the fullness of divine authority
and glory. His glorious Ascension reminds us the
profound truth that we are already living under
His reign while awaiting His return as just Judge
to judge the living and the dead and to establish
His Kingdom in its fullness. We are invited and
called to prepare ourselves soberly as His ser-
vants, filled with the Spirit, expecting His return,
living lives of righteousness.



Yppulfs
SNERULNRUS

© Upft
”0 zﬂll.[Iil MIIZF[IL[I ﬁlrﬂl”lﬂﬂl.ﬂblllil, ”[1[1[1J, Jﬂ'lll[1,

al_buuu[uuflﬁ 4mmn1_ul6'flli[1 (D'iliul_ng 1:2, 9-,1[1&4_;
Unwpbyng 2:1-21, Bnmféwiibu 14:17-19, 25-31,
15:26, 16:7-8, 13-14, Qneljmu 24:49):

o S;‘[IﬂLinquIil alloﬂ,g ((zull[l U'bp)) EL
”'éf 74 ﬂ/{ J’fﬂ, @ yuoyr, 17L 11/1/:/"5 o7, /A
guiprps be dlyr SEPLL Lupp, g Slypfs

o ”quﬂ”ﬁ Eilﬂb[lgﬂLJ /ﬂLll”Lg”Llr
[10 ofuas oy roass ]
Ui 139:1-12; 15-18; 23-24; 143:1-2; 8-12;
149:1-9

- (139) S!;'p, I[Inp&lrp bu b hp 8uwiligliwy gfu. Pk
gfunku  fuf illlmmnl_l[l.ugu, b Sknncky fuly Lp
hwpguu funwdncdubp:

= l’ﬂ Shuinbifpy wyfummwbpfy ne Quligfumpu, b
dwho bu prynp gnp&bpniu:

- Y b Eu phpwin lewgwé" wpankl gpinku wdkh
puwl, S;-’[n

= 9-1‘1111[7” whghoyu b woypugun, VNN gfu
hwgdbp bu, Ed P Syl &l:n_,gll_ fprusn
nplip bu:

- aJu q_[lm”L[JflLilll_ ﬁilé‘ﬁ 4Lutf1.ul1 uryy bgnighs k.
fbp & [luf Jflm‘géu, zlnf Ypuwp guigh Elan_ilbl:

= Qlll.u'J wkny le‘ nep Sknne ggud Lo 4[17,[14‘7,,
2[[1[1"] wkn J'E‘ nep Sbnne Ell‘”‘r ilbpl[ul'lnl_ﬂlﬁltl}:
- b[,[[[ﬁl(g lrublf‘ 't Eu ok, lfbn_blflbpnl_
wiy furp [lzilblf‘ lZ_Luln{lnul $nl by Fnch.

= apln_bl‘g [Frsfpd [Fh Swypwmgngy wpbidnimp
bpﬂmdﬂ ulqunb’ll beu gfu nwlingp &b’n_‘gq_ k, $n'l
wy g OlljlnLﬁliuliI bp Swulif fudf:

- b[;};— Eubtf‘ ((Illuu_ulpﬂ [;ﬂll Ll[nl ll[ul[1!1L[14‘,
ghpblp Pry qfbp qunig po gnepuy, Bngbful
fruvmpp Rbgf Swdwp fuacwp g4, ke ghbpp
ghpklfy yhu jnivwenp b fuwmcwp ne pngo ‘ﬂln.lﬁ
Swdwp Lfl‘llrLfanilil Elr:

Sunday

PENTECOST
(Coming of The Holy Spirit)

e Theme: Theresurrected and glorified Sav-
ior returnsto heaven.

Gospel Readings. (Genesis 1:2, Acts 2:1-21,
John 14:17-19, 25-31, 15:26, 16:7-8, 13-14, Luke
24:49).

e Lord sPrayer and

Fill us O Lord, today and everyday with
Your life-giving Holy Spirit; enrich and
strengthen us with Your gifts; cleanse and dispel
from us the heavy and dark burden of sin and
evil-doings, and cloth us the new and bright gar-
ments of Your glory.

e Reading/ teaching of Psalms[10 minutes]

Psalms 139:1-12; 15-18;23-24; 143:1-2; 8-12;
and 149:1-9

- Lord, You have examined me and You know
me. You know everything | do; from far away
Y ou understand all my thoughts.

= You see me, whether | am working or resting;
Y ou know all my actions.

- Even before | speak, You already know what |
will say.

= You are al around me on every side; You pro-
tect me with Y our power.

- Your knowledge of me istoo deep; it is beyond
my understanding.

= Where could | go to escape from You? Where
could I get away from Y our presence?

- If 1 went up to heaven, You would be there; if |
lay down in the world of the dead, Y ou would be
there.

= If | flew away beyond the east or lived in the
farthest place in the west, You would be there to
lead me, Y ou would be there to help me.

- | could ask the darkness to hide me or the light
around me to turn into night, but even darkness is
not dark for You, and the night is as bright as the
day. Darkness and light are the same to Y ou.
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= You created every part of me; You put me to-
gether in my mother’s womb.

- When my bones were being formed; when | was
growing in secret, You knew and saw me before |
was born. The days allotted to me had all been
recorded in Your book, before any of them ever
began.

= O God, how difficult I find Y our thoughts; how
many of them there are!

- If 1 counted them, they would be more than the
grains of sand.

= Examine me, O God, and know my mind; test
me, and discover my thoughts. Find out if thereis
any evil in me and guide me in the everlasting
way.

- (143) Lord, hear my prayer! In Your righteous-
ness listen to my plea; answer me in Your faith-
fulness!

= Don’'t put me, Your servant, on trial; no oneis
innocent in Y our sight.

- Remind me each morning of Y our constant love,
for | put my trust in You. My prayers go up to
Y ou; show me the way | should go.

= | go to You for protection, Lord; rescue me
from my enemies.

- You are my God; teach me to do Your will. Be
good to me, and guide me on a safe path.

= Rescue me, Lord, as You have promised; in
Y our goodness save me from my troubles!

- Because of Your love for me, kill my enemies
and destroy all my oppressors, for | am Your ser-
vant.

= (148) Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord from
heaven, you that live in the heights above.

- Praise Him, all His angels, all His heavenly ar-
mies.

= Praise Him, sun and moon; praise Him, shining
stars. Praise Him, highest heavens, and the waters
above the sky.

- Let them al praise the name of the Lord! He
commanded, and they were created,

= by His command they were fixed in their places
forever, and they cannot disobey.

- Praise the Lord from the earth, sea monsters and
all ocean depths; lightning and hail, snow and
clouds, strong winds that obey His command.

= Praise Him, hills and mountains, fruit trees and
forests;
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- All animals, tame and wild, reptiles and birds.

= Praise Him, kings and all peoples, princes and
all other rulers,;

- Girls and young men, old people and children
too.

= Let them al praise the name of the Lord! His
name is greater than all others; His glory is above
earth and heaven.

- He made His nation strong, so that all His peo-
ple praise Him. Praise the Lord!

e Teaching of Prayer / biblical verses
[10 minutes]

“ ‘| baptize you with water to show that
you have repented, but the one who will come af-
ter me will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and
fire ” (Matthew 3:11).

“ ‘I have told you thiswhile | am still with
you. The Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Fa-
ther will send in my name, will teach you every-
thing and make you remember all that | have told
you' " (John 14:25-26).

“ *When, the Holy Spirit comes, who re-
veals the truth about God, He will lead you into
all the truth. He will not speak on His own au-
thority, but He will tell you of things to come. He
will give me glory, because He will take what |
say and tell ittoyou’ ” (John 16:13-14).

“Then they saw what looked like tongues
of fire which spread out and touched each person
there. They were all filled with the Holy Spirit
and began to talk in other languages, as the Spirit
enabled themto speak” (Acts 2:3-4).

“ ‘Thisis what | will do in the last days,
God says:

| will pour out my Spirit on everyone.

Your sons and daughters will proclaim my
message;

your young men will see visions,

and your old men will have dreams.

Yes, even on my servants,

both men and women,
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| will pour out my Spirit in those days,
and they will proclaim my message.
| will perform miraclesin the sky above
and wonders on the earth below’ ”

(Acts 2:17-21, Joel 2:28-32).

“ Each one of you must turn away from his
sins and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ,
so that your sins will be forgiven; and you will
receive God's gift, the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38).

“But when the Holy Spirit comes upon
you, you will be filled with power, and you will be
witnesses for me in Jerusalem, in all of Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8).

“The Holy Spirit produces love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
humility, and self-control” (Galatians 5:22-23).

e Teaching of ‘Sharagan’ or Spiritual hymns,
[10 minutes]

The dove (The Holy Spirit) sent from on
high, descending with high sound and like flash-
ing light, fortified the disciples like with incom-
bustible fire while they were sitting in the holy
upper chamber.

The dove is insubstantial and unsearch-
able; but He knows all the deep secrets of God
and receiving them from the Father, tells us about
the awesome second coming of Christ. He is con-
substantial with the Father.

Blessing in the highest to the Holy Spirit
that proceeded from the Father. The Apostles
drank from the immortal cup of graces and in-
vited the earth to heaven.

o Before the Gospd reading students must
sing
Trisagion ‘soor p Asdvadz’
Holy God, holy and Mighty, holy and immortal

Who did come and are to come, have
mercy upon us. (Repeat thrice).
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e It is preferred to read the Gospe of the
day. The teacher should explain/comment
on what was read. [10 minutes]

The unison in prayer of the multitudes of
followers of our risen and glorified Lord Jesus
Christ in the Upper Chamber, with one heart, one
mind, and one faith under the leadership of St.
Mary and the Apostles, should be an example to
us all. As a church and a nation we should be
united in our faith, spirit, and mind, and pray un-
ceasingly to receive the gifts of the Holy Spirit
from above, to empower us to fight against sin
and evil, and live asanctified life for His glory.

e Announcements/ recommendations/ sug-
gestions

Collection

Sunday School’s anthem

Studentsdepart to their classes

Closing Prayer

PRAYER

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me,
Because He has anointed Me
To preach the gospel to the poor;
He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted,
To proclaim liberty to the captives
And recovery of sight to the blind;
To set at liberty those who are oppressed,;
To proclaim the acceptable year
of the Lord”

(Luke 4:18-19, Isaiah 61:1-2).
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i (2wphlh) — dbpehu (olw—
r fupdpnebwt: Spthg  hwdwin
2 NGupbynugb wbe o Ep
: Ntdng bu Grufuuypbusg, win
@ Uuipniwo  gnhwpwuncshiu
Wl 6L 2unphwuwnuehiu  yJupn—
M ubinL (Grhg 23:16,17, (dning
1§ 28:26, ihg 34:22, . Oph—
i bwg 16:10, F. Uwgnpnug
8:13, bupwghu 23:11,
W 15,16,21): Lphuipnuh funu—
4 tnwgwo U. Snaguny Gwipncugp
o antqunhwbind  hpkhg
M <nLugph b.  Gpwhwpbwg
e it gnhwpwuncpbwu wyu gpouput

upuigwt — Pphupnubwyuiu
quwpwq  be Bpwiwyniehis: Rphugpnubwlwu  GYybnbghu
wwhbim hwunbpd  DWbiepblnupt wuncup, unchpugnpobg
wyn Uppwyhu Sngbquuipbwu Uhpwlh wuncund, np U
Buwpnipbwu ouku bypp nupdwe wdbuwdbd poubpku

UkUn:

P
ol & o

RGN S B

& e

&hon wyn hpkhg MBupbynupl; tpouhu Ep np- UL
nghu Ypwyt (5gncubpne Yspuyuwipuwiupny hew b hwug—
sbgw  Ubpuwpuu Jke  esbpdwightu winopenn Shuntuh
wnwpRbw ubpnLu b bopwuwuntt Gpyne wpwybpygpubpniu
bL  qwuwquwu bpyppubpt no pwunwpeubpl hnu  hw—
Lwpniwo phiny hwphep puwu hwewguigbuwg pupbuywogp—
ubpnt Jpuwg «Uunup gbuwu hpbnku |bgniubp, npnup
qupwonLbguu b hwugsbgwu hupwpwushuphu Upwg Fnpnp
ubpbwiubpp Uncpp Snghnd (Bgnibgwiu b uuwt qouuppbn
LanLubpny fuouhy, huswku np Snghu fuouh Ynt thup: ULy
opp Gpnuuwnkd punwipp (Bgniu Ep pupbuguogy Spbuwub—
pn, npnUuP wiztuwphh pnpnp Gpuhpubptl Bywo Ehu: Gpp wyu
Awyup puntbgui, Ubd puqdnuphiu Jp Bhwe fununctbguie bu
pornpp wiiwuyuwh Bywt, npndhbibe Yn pubhu el hugwtu
wunugdk  hipwpwushipp hpbug  ubthwwu (Bgnend  Yp
fuouh» (Gnpop Unwpting 2:3-6):

13

Nnu - fununcwd  hbipwppphp - hwunhuwgpbutbp,
npnup  wlwuwgpbuy L whwugwinp Yppwu qupdw—
Uwhpwy wyu nkweht' Yp upwuswuwl bu hhwgwywu
hpwpne hwpg Yne .

—hUuswt®u Upprwy np wyu fubn& bu wunwu Jwipnhly Jbp
fuouwd |bgniubpnd Yp pwppwnhu:

—Ipw’y np wunup hwppwo bu bL qquiyughpy bnwo
Un gunwpwubu:

—hUswt*u Yupbih £ pugunppby 6L Jbgh hwdngby ek
bnwop hpwy p b wupnuwowshu qopnuphi k:

buy ndwup wy Yp dwnpthu no Yputhu ek wunup
Juupwh np ghund gwo G

Lphupnuh Jugpunipbw,  Abppwugnuebwt,
fuwsbinuebwu bu Jwhniwu nkwep, Jwuwewun Npkhg
wipbpwwn  hupwowupp  wnwpbwiubpne b 3huncuh
hbupbinpnubpne yuigpdwdp® uwpuunhh - Jwpnuwo b
gnnwd Ep quiunue: Uwuiyu hpuwowquipn Swpnuehiup
Lphupnuh, wunug unp nyu Ep ubpouswd b h Jh hwew—
Pwo Ep hnu—hnu ypunuyin unewd winwebw ubpu ne wpw—
Ubpupubpp: Awyg Jwiuwewun, Swdpwpddwu pupwgehu
Lphugpnuh hp wnwpbw ubpnLu ginLwd wyu funuginudp ek
bu puhue <opu pny Yp hwdpwnuwd, puyg «26q npp s6U
Aqgbp, unpku Yoo qud Abgh: bwpd dwdwuwly Jp jbupng
wfuwph wybtu ghu whiph spbutk, pugg nnee - whiph
ybulkp ghu, Juuugh bu Gwwphd, 6L nnip wp Ybwup
whyph nLubuwe... Uuplw Yp fuouhd Abght Jhusnbn Abgh
hbyp 6J: buy Upuhpwphsp Unpp SnghU, gnp Swiypp
whyph npyk pd wiuncundu, wiu whgph unpy bgul; Abgh wdtu
pwl, b whph jhobigut Abgh wdtu hus np puh abgh:
..UjdU puh Abgh wuhluw wywigpwhb Eu wnwe, npukugh bpp
wwipwhh' hwewgwe: . Uuwgkp  Gpniuwnkd punwph
Jte Uhusbe hwqUuhp Jbptu quihp qopnuphiupy (3nd—
hwuutu 14:17-19, 26, 29, \niyuu (24:49), wu
fuoupbpp wunug whwugubpnLu Jke tnuuichu pwnd nu
Usunwup'  webth  ppownpuwo B b Jh Ep hudpwo
wnwRbwy ubpp:

Uwypwhuwp bL pbpuhwcwgpnuebudp hwd wyniwo
pwqdnipbwt  wnebt whw Mbgppnu Jhou uuuupdky
wnwpbwiubpnt  hbip nipph Ybpk B hwdwpawly,
pwpanwdwiu Yn fuouh pwgugppbind, ek hnu Ybpuwguwiu
Jko hudpniwd dugnfly fubpuuguipwd sbu, n's wi wnwLoypn—
bwu wyu dwdbpncu ghund gwd, wiy Yugpwpnud u £ Bndkh
Jwpgunkniebwy, npne pbpuund Uugpniwo 'puk.

«hJ <nghu whiph purhby pgnp Juwipnng Jpuy.
Abp ypinwpt nu wnehlubpp b wwiipgwd ubpu whiph thn—
fuwugbu Abgh, abp Gphypwuwpnubpp pbupppUbp whiph
nLubuw bu Abp obpbpp Bpuiqubn whuinh inbuub:

Uju opbpntt hd Snghu whiph punhbd uwbe
hJ  dwnwubpniu b wnwhshuubpniu Ypuwy, bL wunup blu
hy  wunpquiubpu whiph  thinfuwugbu Abgh»  (Gnpop
Unwpbing 2:17-18, 8nk; 2:28-29):

Uuww Mgppnu wnwpbwy Shu Nchugph Juipgu—
pknuehLuubpbu bu Uwndnuubpbu wy JYuwnueheuubn Yp
pbpt hwugpugnbine hwdwp ek wyu huy np Jupqu—
pknebwug ghpebpne Uk Ubuhwih Jp JwuhU Yuipnuigud



Ehu 6L h pnudu ophuwg bu Juipquwpthg Bpp unyuhuly puwod
nt nbuwd Ehu “Fwicheh 2wnwihnbu Jupnugbwy pwguienn
Ubuhwu hp hpwypubpnd 6L qopnuehruubpnd® uwuiyu b
wyuwbu  Jbpdwo, hwlywnwlwd no Juwgwod  Ehu
Jhoun pbpwhwcweg, qruugpd'unugy bu 5pynhuh:

Unyp pouwdnipbwdp hwpwowd 6o h dbpenyg
nwirwnpneebwdp  fuwsh  Jwhniwt  nugpuiwguwpuud  Ehu
Bhuntup: Uwuiyu Uugpnewd ungu wyu Bhuncuu Ep np hp
funuypnLdhu hwdwdwyu® Jbnb ubpku jwpnigwubg Uwndnu
16:8-11, npuitugh pp ywpnebwdp' Jbup juchypbuwlur
Ubwup nLubuwue: Sbybrwpwn, fuwsbuwy, punbu be thw—
nwenpbwy Shuncu Rphugnu' Uuginedny funutpuugud Odbu,
®Oplhs Ubuhwt £ ‘uheh pwnuihnku (Uununu 132:11,
16:10 Gppugbghu 10:12), hp Uhwohup npnct Jupdhp
thuyneehiu sipbuw, wyt Uugpnuwd quuyt sjupneguiubg b hp
wend quiu hp Joun pwpdpuwgnig, bu Shuntu hp Sopdku
wnubind Unpp Sngh, np wu g funugpuugbp bp, quuyu
Jbp Upwy uthnbg, hus np whw nnep wudwdp Yn Jyuike, Yp
ipbutkp nu Up pukp (Uundnu 49:15, 86:13, Gppwbghu
13:20, Uwnunu 139:24, Gnpop Unwpting 2:14-33):

husu Ep wiyu wiuypwnebih qopnuehiup np uw unh
Jp wwpq b wuna Jwipnhyp Yp Yspuyuwpuwiiwhinfubp: Sqkg

wyn Jwpnhyp wugpnewowpwppwn: Ypuwyt uheubp Yp nun
Lwiht: Uuyunpbih be wuunuw& pdwugpneebuwdp Yp 2 unp—
hwqupnnith: Ugn U, Sngeny qopnueheut Ep: Uagpneony
b Rphugpnuh Joinwuit ubpyugnuehiunt hpbug Jke fud—
puwwunkp hweappep, ynu Be Ynpnd Yp Ubpguskn. G
wupnewowihu upbpnd Junniwd' dnhy nudp Yne g
qanhnnnehLuubp Jwud U wnubpne:

Unwpbuy ubn Ypgquihu b hhdw Ypdpnubhu ek
Uupnedny Snghu  np utpbnowgnponuebubt - wnwe b
upbnowgnponLpbwl dwdwuwly gny Ep e Ysunwuwnun
qopniphiu, np enepbpnct Ypuwy Up 2ngkn i ugbn dwignponn
Uupneony Awyun np bppbd U wdwbpne, hnd hu, 9ncpbpni b
wulkq Jnpbubhu pundkebu Yp punikp B onp Rphuipnuh
Jynpnuebwt pupwgeht wnuwiubh Yopuwpwiueny jugp—
Uptbgui, widd* Uund Ehu ubppunhwugniwo huswtu (nyuh
Jp 2nnp hp Uk wpbip be Yswuep Yp ogpuigut: Ugu Snghu
nn fuouwd En Jwpqupbubpne 6L pnpnp pugppbuw. uncppbpne,
wydd Mupbynugpkh ouhu Unwipbuw ubpne bu hnu hw—
twpeniwd pwugquyuggh wy dnnnyncpnubpp unp wnwpeb—
(b Up Ypuynd Yp ghukp:

“Lwhipwu wyhuwphh upbnowagnponLehLtup ph—
qbpeh pwnuhUu Uke encpbpniu Jpuwiy 2npenn Lugpinedny Sn—
ahu, Ypwn wpwpswgnpd Guwd e, wdwbpniy, encpbpnit,
hndhu, ownbpniy, wulkq Unpbuphu pundkekbu fuounn
Auwyu, bu Lphuppnuh Jypgincpbwu pupwgehu wnweuph
Ubpwwnwuend  jwinunenn, JYuwnuehou: buy hhdwe G-
16qn b Yspwwnpwiupnd Yp hwugskn d6puwgquiu Jke
wnopnn  Lphugpnuh pnpnp wowbpygpubpncy Jpwg «Gu
Abgh eonipnd Up Jyppbu», Ypubp Bndhwuutu Ulpghs.
«puyg whiph quy JEUp np huddt wnwy £, Uu abgh
Upwiyny b U. <nghny whuh Uhneky (Uugpetnu 3:11):
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Myppnu. wnwebwih  fuoupbpp  nLYwNPNLRGWU P
nLuyunpbilt Bupp, Bpp wgnniwd bL o funpuiwtbu  gugniwd
hpbu bu Jhuu  wnwpbwiubpntuy hwpg Yo it ek
h*uy wkwppe £ pubu thpynbpne hwdwp: Megpnu Yp wyw—
ik,

«Ubwuph Abp pupwgep thinfubgk’e b Jypupnub—
gtrp Stp Shuntu Rphutpnuh - wiuncund, npubugh abp
Jbnpebpn  ubpnihu..be  funuguignuuwed wupgbpt Unepp
<nghu punntuhpy (Gnpop Unwpeting 2:38):

Upwlp quphy phupbnuignighy  yugUnuehit ncuh:
Uguwbu wy U. Snguny Ypuwyp Jbneh b wywuiuncpbwu
wdEu ubpd Yugpk, Yp Jwept, Up phupbnuwgul b wugincw-
owshu 2unphpubpn wuynnnuybih  wwpagblubpnd  Yn
qupnupkt:  Uugpneony U. Snght Jhwdwdwiuwy Jwppnn
wnphup ky Jhuhewphy' doupwpbl, Ungppwo b iphupwo hn—
ahubpnu: Sywnpubpp qopwgunn L jncuwnpnn £ Ounc—
ghs L, bL jwunhdwunn, wnwyunpnnn, shobgunn, quihep
gnigwunn: Lbpgop nu ubppushs nud £ uppng, nupu—
funuebwl, puunnuebwy, hdwugpnuebwy, ghypnuebwt N
pwph gnpobpne wnwyeunpnnn: VU pnuh nu pwpnupbwu
Uugpneony npnhh Yp dGpusok: bpdnd Uaginewo Jbp Jke Up
puwyh, Ywpgpwywynneh, Y gnpok b Yp ubpgnpot: bpdnyg
hdwupniebwu bi 2 unpheh wwnagbuubn wnwgopku ne Aph
Up pubuntht: Shu Jwpnp unpngnn unpuithbipnen: quuip—
nwpnn nd E, Yswuph wnphp £ oo Bpluught wu—
Uhtpwlywu npwtu Ypwy' upphs, quhs Ge phupbnuignighy E:
Uwpnhyp wugpnewdwlbpunn be Uugpneony qnuuidwnubpne
dbpwonn  E: Uugpnuony  wippwinuebwu  wpnuwpnpbwu
Jwpuiphyubpne thinfuwiybpugnn. wunhdwnpbih br wuuncw—
&b1h qopniehiu E:

Uunp hwdwn £ np GUbnbghtu punhwupuwtu
Jupipnuphiutbpu ne Abnuwnpnueheuubpp Msugpbynuipkh
Yuwd  Sngbquiugpbwu tohu Yp Yupupk,  quitinup
ydbpwunpng  hwiunpph be hngblwu pwpdp Yswuph Jp
wnweunpnbint  wnwwnpnupbwdp,  pwpnupbwdp b
2unphpubpny odnLt: Npnyhbgbe U. Snghu £ np 6Ubn bgung
hnqbinp wEiebpp Yp pwigl, Yuwdpangwgt:

Msupbynupkh  pouhu U, Snguny  gbnnudngd
GUbnbginy hwupugpdwu e pphutpnubwluwt wnwpb—
inupbwu ahqrn Yp npnckp: Unwipbu Ubp b wpwiybpugpubn
Ubpuwgwiu Jkg, hwutwywu be Yonpnuwgbuwy wn o ey,
Lphupnuh ppbug  intwd  funugnedhu hwdwdwyu bpp
hngbywu  phipbn Jh&wlh Jp  pwpniwonipbuwdp  Yp
uywubht ne Ywyuukhu U, Snguny Gwinuugpn® whw
Upwlt (Bgniubpne WWwu wiu Yp ywpgpunch ne wunug Jpuy
Un hwugsh: Mt hbpwquy ppnp dwdwuwyubpni bu
nwnbpnLy, bpp Ungu hwewgnend hwdwhudpncbgus pphu—
pnubwubn Ypgwu hpbug Jke gLphutpnu qquup b U.
Snaeny ubplugnuebwdp Ubpgnponchy b hpuowlbpunihy:

U bpuwigpuiu Jke Unwipbuwy ubp U. Snageny hbnni—
Jnd dJbpwunpng hwiwnpeh be punphwg  wungbuubpno
tnund Yn - ubppunpwiugnich: Ugbiu wunup Uupneodt;
(Pntwd skht: Rphupnu hpbug Uk Up puwlbp n hpbug
Jhgngw Yn gnpokn: tubn&, wuqty, phup, Juhyng no
hpbug Unwe unpnp Ynpuugniguid winwipbuwy ubp® bpluwshu
wunhJwnpbih qopnuebwdp Yn ghunctkhu...



U. Snqrny Ypwyp Yspugupuriuuinfuwd b wjudw—
nwibpwwo wunug nne Enuehiup' Udlbiuupwupu Jyw—
;nLebwt Yn ghunpwgptp:

Ugunchbypbe U. Snghu Yp nunuwp ubppushy b
Jhuhpwphs nydp Uugpneong' GUbnbgeny Yswuphu b wnw—
pbinebwu Jke: Ubunwuwpwp bu Ysunwuwgunn  Ynuwly:
Pdwupnuebwu b ghypnuebwu wnphup wuginuwowhu
Kodwpypneeheutbpp b wdep JbGunn:  Gunphpubpnu
pwptuhs 6L Uugpneony wugpybphu gnpep Jbp dgppbpu nu
hnghubpp GpbpuinpEu Gpluwghtp juhgouynn:

U uhpwdbonn £ np Jbup bru Uugpneony U. Snghnyd
Lbgnthup, wunp bpluwnwe wwpagbiubpny bu 2 unphpubpny
qupnupnthup, npwtugh  Yupbith prrawy ephugpnubwluu
wnwphuwquwpn b wupnuwdwhwdény Yswup Jp wwphy
(Gnpop Unuwipbing 1:8): Npndhbipb U. <nghu k£ np Jbgh
Lodwpniphtup whiph nunegwitk be wnwe unpnk (8nd—
hwuttu  16:13): Gutnbginy  tunphnipnubpne,  huswku®
Uypipnepburu, “Fpnpdh, Uwguighuwpneebuay, Swinnpini—
pbwl, 26nuwnpnuebwl, Muwbh b Ywpg Nhrwunuwgh
Uhenguwi Jup U. Snghu Yp uypuiuwup, np Jbgh winwphuh
b punphph Ubwup Jp wupbine 6o Jugbine Yp dnk
(Bnyhwuutu 3:5-16): Ophuwly, Ulpipneebw pupuwigeht,
U. <nghu £ np Jbgh Rphugpnu Uugpniwop Yp Awlusgut,
npnLu Jhenguwie Ubup hngbinp Bplypnpn ouncun. ugpuiiwnd
Uupneony Unpnbgpnchue b wiugpnuwdwishu' 2 unphpubpng
qupnupniwd Nt wuwownwybpuniwo Jbspuwunpng Yswuph
Jp Unsndp Yp ugpuiuwup, npnd thpynepbwu undwuw—
uwup (3ndhwuutu 3:5):

UJEU wyu np Wugneony U. Snghnd |bgnuwd |
Lphuipnu hp JEke niuh, wu hwdwpdwly be wuuobuwiun
aLphugpnu Up JYuigk (Gnpop Unwipbing 1:8) bi winp
uppipbu Ysuuwgpne 9niph gbipbp Yp pnfuhu e wnuicky
Ubwiup ncubuwy (Sndhwuuku 7:37-39):

U. Snghtu Jhuhpwphs E, 2unphph br hpdwugpniebuu
wnppip B U Snghnd  wnweUnpnnennh - Jp - Yswupp
wpnuwipbp Ypprwy wnwpehungebwu gnpobpnd, npnup n'
Jhwyu bnu bpyph Jpwy hwewgugbwp Yepewuugub,
wy b hnu bpyhupeh Jte, wppwnuebwu wpdwuh Ypubu: U.
nqgLny wnen ubpu Bt ukp, fuunnuehiu b fuwunwinnuehiu
(Funuipughu 5:22-23):

Ugu pinpp ghupu b, YuipnugE G ublk Guge, h*us
wtpp b opub Yuwd huewtu Yupbth £ Uagpneony Unepp
nghU uypuitwg, yud Uncpp Snghny (Bgnehy.

w.— Gpyhtnwo b wuybnownp huwwgpend, Jw—
pnen be unepp ubpgy nLubuwnd e wuginewoduwhu wpnui—
ppbwtu pungt nu dwpuip ncubuwind  (Bndhwutku
7:37-39, Uwypknu 5:6, 8):

p— 9nownd b funuppnduiubind  gnpowd  Jbp
pninp Ubnebpp, Juipwh wiyt hwdngnudnd  np Uaginewd
wpnup Eu (U.. 8ndhwitu 1:9):

q.— Ubp Ybswupbpp Lphutpnup  unchpupbpbng
([enuubghu 12:1-2):

n.— Wohuwphhly hpuwwnipubnk, wqnbgnieheuubpk;
L swn Jnpnuehiuubph e Ysuguwnwdwpnuebul,  hbnnu
Juwnd: Monnu Unwpbwy wyu Jwuht wiunpunuwe buygm,
Gibuwghubpniu nunnnewd hp bwdwyhu Jke hbppbibwp
Up pbwnpk. «26p wwypbpwybpuwht ncwnpnishiu: ppkp:
Uh" wwphe wudyopku wy' hdwugpneuubpne wtu: Og—
ugnnobghk’p dwdwuwyp, npndhbgbe wyu opbpp swip B
Nuph wudyneehiu Uh puke. hwaygkp L h'us Unigk
Stpp Abquk: Gbphu Jh nunuwp ghuppu, np wuw—
nwynLebwu Yp puith. wy Jwutwenpwpwn Uncpp Snghnyd
LbgnLbgk R, hpwpne hbyp uwndnuubpnd, ophuncehiuubpny
b1 hngbinp bpgbpny fuoubigtp...» (Gihbuwighu 5:15-19):

b.— Uudbpuwwh b wudunpp hweugppend  bu
wdpnnowlwu  Juipwhnipbwdp wudwudpnye Uugnniony
wnopbiny 6L Unipp Snghu fuunpbind, pwe ghipuuwgny np
whwh uk Ubq. « Nwdwpdwy Yopuwnd nhdbup Uuagnconyg,
wyu Juypwhnupbwdp' np 6pp pp Yuwd pht hwdwdwiu pwu
Jp punpbup' Yn puk Jbg: Go bpp ghipbup pt Jbp
fuunpwiupubpp Yp (uk, ghipbupe bwbl' pk whiph ugpuiuwup
hus np Yp fuunpbup ppdt (U Sndhwiuuku 5:14-15):

Uupneony U Snghu Up Jhupewpk ne Yp qopwigul
upypny. pbYybw ubpp L Yud'end glyuuipubpp: Swicwgend Yp
sncuwnnk; sncuwhwignubpp: Ygpuiugubpl be dinpdnushiu—
ubpk hbrne Ynp wwhk pngnp hpbu wwywichunn ubpp: b Jbpeny
U. Nnghu bybnbginy wunwdubpniu Jhebe wiugpbuwubh
wyu uwwu £ npoupgpbpu ne hnghubpp Bnpwgpnuebuwu
qaugndnd  bL dwnwynipbwu nghnd hpwp Yp  qonk:
Npndhbipbe U, phugpnuh - BYUbnbguny - wiunwid ubpniu
JhebL wuypbuwublh puyg pdwuwh wyt Yuwu £ np
quunup wdkupp UEY b wuhniu wipwphy bpluwenp Suagp
Uugpneony Ubd Nnghht Up Yuwlk: Go Jbpgugbu UL
Snghtt Uugneony fuouphl, Guwdphu bu o ywpgnuniebuwu
JnLwnwin E:

(dnn wiyuop, Uupneony unyu wiyn Snghu Jbp Jke
pluwyh, YspwwpwuwghnbE ne wywlbput Jbp Yowuep,
priwnt hwdwn pugppbuy wuopubn Uupnuony aAbnphu
Jte' hp Yudpp L tuoupbpp gnpownpbini: bp 2unphp—
ubpnd quuipnuipnubpne: bp hdwugpnuebwdp ne ghyncebwdp
Lbgnibpne: Uohuwphht junebine b juthiypbwu ophubpnu
hp pwquenpnuehtup wyu Jugpbwuky, no wdku op,
Jhusbr Jwhi&wup dwdwuwyubpnou:

Npnyhbybe, Yp huwew—
quwiup br wnwpbwy ubpne bu Ubn
pnEnp uppwquit hugpbpne udwiu
Un Unyubup wnbpubind. N7y
Uupneony &odwiphny Unepp Sn—
ah, huswbu np wnwpebw; Ubpne
' dpwy  heubind  hwugebgun'

wunup pdubghu Ysunwuwpuwn
bL Usunwuwgunn wyn  Ayp...
Ubq wp nd Skp, wyuop, no
wdku op, pne wyn hdwugni—
pbwlu puwduwlitnn nnnpdnuebwdp wppbgnuy: Ubp Jkeku
Jwpept Jbnph wwywuwuhs own swn Jonop b thwnph
LnLuwienp unp qgbugpp hwaggni...



PENTECOST
(The Coming of The Holy Spirit)

j-'__‘{‘

“When, the Holy Spirit
ot AL comes, who reveals the
vy N\ ) ‘/truth about God, He will
{ B " | lead you into all the
truth. He will not speak
J) on His own authority,
| but He will tell you of

BT

% give me glory, because

W= He will take what | say

= and tell it to you
(John 16:13-14).

Fifty days after Easter, we celebrate an im-
portant feast known as Pentecost. The English
word Pentecost is derived from a Greek word
meaning 50 days. The Armenian term for this feast
is much more to the point and ore informative. In
Armenian, we refer to this feast as Hokeka-
loust=coming of the Spirit. It is on this feast day
that we celebrate the feast of the coming of the
Holy Spirit to the Apostles.

On the tenth day after the Ascension of our
Lord Jesus Christ, His disciples, His Mother, some
other holy women and some of His followers,
[about 120 in all] were gathered in a home on
mount Zion. As was usual, they were spending
their time in prayer and in awaiting the promised
Holy Spirit, when all of a sudden there was a noise
from heaven as of rushing wind that filled the
whole house where they were. And there appeared
tongues of fire that spread out and rested on each
person. And they were filled by the Holy Spirit
and began to converse in other languages. As the
tongues of fire hovered over their heads, a great
and mysterious strength came into each of the dis-
ciples. This was the Comforter Jesus Christ had
spoken about, God the Holy Spirit was giving His
blessing to the disciples.

This day was the Jewish feast of the Pente-
cost that commemorated the giving of the Law on
Mount Sinai. Because of this holyday, there were
many people in Jerusalem from different lands.
When they heard this rushing unusual noise made
by the wind, they started gathering near the house
where the apostles had been. They were surprised

16

to hear, each in his own tongue, the wonderful
words of God; they heard the apostles speak in
the languages of their home countries. “And they
were amazed... saying one to another. ‘What
does this mean? Others mocking said, ‘These
men are full of new wine.” But Peter, standing up
with the eleven, lifted up his voice and said to
them, ‘Men of Judea and al of you who dwell in
Jerusalem, let it be known to you, and listen to
my words. For these people are not drunken as
yOu Suppose, seeing it is nine in the morning, but
that is what was spoken by the prophet Joel, that
God will pour out His Spirit on all men and they
shall prophesy. Whoever believes in God's
prophesies and wonders shall be saved on the
great Day of the Lord. “I will pour out my Spirit
on everyone; your young men will see visions,
and your old men will have dreams. Yes, even on
my servants, both men and women, | will pour out
my Spirit in those days, and they will proclaim my
message. | will perform miracles in the sky above
and wonders on the earth below” (Acts 2:12-21,
Joel 2:28-32).

Then the apostles told them all about Je-
sus Christ, who was the promised Savior, how He
was crucified, arose from the dead, and ascended
into heaven, and how He had promised that a spe-
cial Comforter, God the Holy Spirit, would come
to bless His followers and give them strength and
wisdom. The people listened and believed, and
said, “What shall we do then?’ Peter, one of the
apostles, said, “Be sorry for al the disobedient
things you have done. Come and be baptized in
the name of Jesus Christ, and receive the blessing
of the Holy Spirit.” These words of Peter, deeply
moved the people, and on that day about three
thousand people were baptized in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ. Such was the beginning of the
spreading of the Gospel, that through the apostles
and their disciples it first spread throughout
Judea, and then throughout the world.

Those, who had just recently ran in fear
from the garden of Gethsemane, now began a
world-wide bringing forth of the Gospel. They
were not to be stopped by threats, torture, or
death. They were followed by ever new genera-
tions of witnesses and martyrs for Christ. Mighty
rulers armed against them, philosophers opposed
them, great temptations were put in their path,



crucified,
. burned, perishing
&l in the arenas of
s gladiators, they
g stood firm in the
W strength  of the
Holy Spirit. Trou-
bling waves of
false  Christians,
false teachers and
)| dissenters crashed
.28 over them, but
L | nothing can shake
the foundations or
destroy the Church

The Holy Spirit as part of the Holy Trinity,
was part in creating the world and in keeping it
going. The Holy Spirit helps, leads and gives
power to worship God in agood and true way.

The day of Pentecost, the Day on which the
Holy Spirit descended upon the disciples, is the
most significant day in the history of our Christi-
anity and Christian Church., for it is on that day
that we can truly say the Church was born. All that
had been prepared —the coming to earth of God's
Son as Man, His Death and Resurrection for our
salvation , the gathering together of His faithful
disciples— awaited only something to give new life
and new direction to the world. That new life came
into the world when God sent the Holy Spirit to
transform the disciples, indeed the whole world
and to establish His Church. The Holy Spirit came
and made those weak, ordinary fishermen His
apostles, His messengers, His servants to the
whole world.

The very word “Spirit” in Hebrew means
“breath” or “wind.” In the very first chapter of the
Bible, in the Book of Genesis, we read about the
Spirit of God...moving over the face of the wa-
ters.” It was with a strong wind that the Lord di-
vided the waters of the sea and delivered the Isra-
elites from the Egyptians (Exodus 14:21, 18:8-10).
Often God sent a mighty wind to deliver His peo-
ple or to force them to see His will (Acts 27). The
very presence of God was sometimes accompanied
by agreat wind. God's Spirit isaspirit of life.

On the day of Pentecost God's power and
presence was revealed through tongues. We read
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how God confused the tongues or languages of
the people of Babel who wanted to glorify them-
selves (Genesis 11:1-9). God confused their
tongues so they could no longer communicate and
work together apart from Him. The Scriptures
keep telling us how we can use our tongues for
the glory of God or against God, when we speak
of righteousness or of evil.

When the Spirit of God did come to the
apostles, they spoke in other tongues, so that
when the men from every nation heard them, each
one heard in his own language.

The tongues were described aso as
tongues of fire! God also revealed Himself to man
in fire! We remember God speaking to us from
the fire of the burning bush and the column of fire
that the Israelites followed in the desert. And it
was after a great wind and fire that God spoke to
Elijah in a“still small voice” (I Kings 19:11-13).
Finally John the Baptist prophesied that the One
who is to follow him will baptize men “with the
Holy Spirit and with fire” (Matthew 3:11).

Two of the
Apostles who were in
that Upper Room on
the first Pentecost, St.
Thaddeus and St
Bartholomew,
brought the message
of Jesus Christ to Ar-
menia.

The feast of
Pentecost or the com-
ing of the Holy Spirit
is not merely some-
thing which happened
or celebrated a long
time ago in a far
away land. Rather it
is something which happens at every baptism,
every ordination, every Sacrament, and every
time the Divine Liturgy is celebrated.

Just as the Holy Spirit enabled the Apos-
tles to fearlessly proclaim Jesus message and to
become His witnesses, just as He can change the
bread and wine of the Divine Liturgy into the liv-
ing body and blood of Jesus Christ, He can give
us the courage and guidance to live as Christians.




He can give us the power to change our-
selves. He can do this, no matter what kind of con-
ditions we may see around us.

The Holy Spirit can enable us to overcome
not only the world, but He can give us the ability
to overcome ourselves. He can change and trans-
form us. He can make us into a new people. He
can enable us to become what our Creator in-
tended.
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