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PRELATE CELEBRATES DIVINE LITURGY ON THE NAME DAY OF
FORTY MARTYRS CHURCH

On Sunday, March 22" 2009, H.E. Archbishop Moushegh Mardirossian
celebrated Divine Liturgy, delivered the sermon, and blessed madagh at Forty
Martyrs Church in Orange County in commemoration of the Feast of the Forty
Martyrs, which is also the name day of the church.



Assisting at the altar were Prelacy Christian Education Department Co-
Director Very Rev. Fr. Barthev Gulumian and parish pastor Rev. Fr. Hrant
Yeretzian. Deacons and members of the ACYA served at the altar.

Prior to delivering the sermon, the Prelate thanked God for granting the
opportunity to once again gather in celebration of the name day of the church,
and invited the congregation to join in prayer for peace and the wellbeing of all
mankind.

The theme of the sermon was the deep and unyielding faith of the forty
youth of Sebastia who stood firm in their loyalty to God and were martyred for
their faith in the year 316, thus becoming champions of the Christian faith. The
Prelate exalted the strength and courage of the youth who were subjected to
every imaginable torture and temptation yet refused to renounce their faith and
convert to paganism. Only one of the youth faltered in his faith and left the
frozen lake but succumbed upon entering the hot bath, after which one of the
guards, in awe at the halos coming down from heaven and resting above the
heads of the youth, declared that he would embrace Christianity and threw
himself in the lake to replace the youth that had left.

The Prelate stated that “like the forty martyrs, we too are called to live
our lives in faith, with devotion to God through prayer, and with virtue”.

The Prelate then focused his sermon on the message of the fifth Sunday
of Lent, the Sunday of the Judge, which directs us to pray tirelessly. The
Prelate concluded by saying “when we pray with sincerity and true faith, we are
cleansed and led towards salvation. It is important to beseech God for strength
to resist temptation and evil. The forty martyrs were strengthened through
prayer and they became heirs to the heavenly kingdom of God through their
unwavering trust in God. We must remain steadfast in our prayers and place
our utmost trust in Him because he who endures through hardship will receive
salvation”.

At the conclusion of Divine Liturgy and requiem services, the Prelate was
led in a procession to “Gugasian” Hall where he blessed the madagh.

A reception followed the blessing of madagh. Rev. Fr. Hrant Yeretzian
welcomed the guests and thanked the Prelate for conducting the inspiring
services. He also thanked Very Rev. Fr. Barthev Gulumian, Executive Council
Chair Dr. Garo Agopian and member Mr. Khatchig Yeretzian, and the youth
who participated in the services.

In his message the Prelate commended all the servants of the church for
their service and dedication to the progress of the parish and community.

The reception came to a close with the benediction by the Prelate.
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