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PRELACY 39™ REPRESENTATIVES ASSEMBLY CONCLUDES

- PREPARATIONS UNDERWAY FOR THE PONTIFICAL VISIT OF H.H.
CATHOLICOS ARAM |
- DR. HAGOP DIKRANIAN OF HOLY CROSS CATHEDRAL HONORED FOR
HIS DEDICATED SERVICE

On the afternoon of Friday, May 13" 2010, the 39" Prelacy
Representatives Assembly convened at the “Dikran and Zarouhie Der
Ghazarian” Hall, presided over by H.E. Archbishop Moushegh Mardirossian,
Prelate, and with the participation of clergy members, Central Executive Council
member Mr. Khajag Dikijian, Religious and Executive Council members,
delegates, Boards of Trustees Chairmen, Board of Regents members, and
Prelacy Schools’ principals and directors. This year's Assembly was hosted by
the Board of Trustees of St. Garabed Church of Hollywood.

The Assembly officially convened with the opening prayer led by the
Prelate and clergy members, after which Very Rev. Fr. Barthev Gulumian read
the message of H.H. Catholicos Aram I.

In his message His Holiness stressed that the Representatives Assembly
must pay special attention to general issues, concerns, and challenges relating
to our church, keeping in mind that the role of our church is fulfilled through the
participation of the people. The Pontiff also spoke of the importance of
strengthening Armenian Schools and of the direct correlation between the
livelihood of our churches and communities. With regards to the Pontifical visit
in October, H.H. stated that the visit will focus on spiritual renewal, our national
aspirations, and the continued progress of Armenian schools. His Holiness
concluded his message by commending the dedicated service of the Prelate,
Councils, Delegates, and Assembly participants.



The provisional divan was elected with Mr. Harout Beshlian as Chairman
and Mr. Jack Hadjinian as Secretary.

Central Executive Council Mr. Khajag Dikijian was then invited to deliver
his remarks. Mr. Dikijian reflected on the importance of expanding and
enhancing our endeavors, drawing in new community members and a new
generation of church members, and of working together in unison to prepare for
the Pontifical visit of His Holiness in October.

On behalf of the Executive Council, Chairlady Mrs. Rima Boghossian
welcomed the participants, and wished that the Assembly will be an opportunity
not only to analyze past activities but a forum for new ideas and suggestions.

Remarks were also delivered by Archpriest Fr. Vicken Vassilian on behalf
of the host parish.

Prior to his message, the Prelate invited the participants to join him in
prayer for those we lost during the past year. Prayers were offered for the
blessed memory of Archbishop Sumbat Lapajian, Rev. Fr. Karnig Derderian,
Vigen Shaghzoian, Dr. Jacob Orfali, Hagop Deirmenjian, Dr. Hasmig Tashjian,
Garbis Shekherdemian, Dr. J. Michael Hagopian, and Yeretsgin Vartouhi
Torossian.

The Prelate first gave thanks to Almighty God for granting another year
to serve our church and community. He expressed his thanks to H.H.
Catholicos Aram | for his paternal care and wisdom which is the guiding force of
our endeavors and mission, and speaking on the Pontifical visit of His Holiness,
expressed confidence that with joint efforts the visit will be a historic and
memorable one. He also conveyed his appreciation to clergy members,
delegates, and educators for their service, stating that they are entrusted with a
mighty task and must carry out their responsibilities with the conviction that the
seeds they sow today will bear immeasurable fruit for future generations.

The Prelate noted that the Annual Assembly is an opportunity to review
the endeavors of the previous year but also an opportunity to collectively
discuss how we can learn from and build on past accomplishments and expand
and advance our mission. He then brought to their attention a number of
important issues, most notably the importance of revitalizing our churches and
schools, and formulating means of easing the financial situation of our churches
and schools affected by the global economic crisis. The Prelate concluded his
message urging the participants to work together as members of one family for
the splendor of our church, schools, and communities, and wished success to
the Assembly's proceedings.

The election of the permanent divan followed, with Mr. Nerses Melkonian
and Mr. Nerses Teshoian elected Chairmen, and Mr. Herair Jermakian and Mr.
Dikran Der Sarkissian as Secretaries.

Subsequently, each parish representative was called to the podium to
report to the Assembly on the undertakings and achievements of their
respective parishes over the past year.

Mrs. Boghossian then briefed the Assembly on suggestions and
recommendation made at the meeting that was held the prior evening with the
Pastors, Boards of Trustees, and Ladies Auxiliary Guilds.



Prior to the start of the second session, the Prelate reminded the
delegates of the tradition of honoring a devoted servant of our Prelacy during
the Assembly. This year's honoree was Dr. Hagop Dikranian, who has served
Holy Cross Cathedral of Montebello for the past forty years as a deacon, Board
of Trustees member and Chair, and delegate, and is also a devoted supporter
of Mesrobian School. The Prelate spoke of Dr. Dikranian as a humble family
man, a dedicated doctor, and devoted servant of our church, and lauded him for
his exceptional care of the late Archbishop Lapajian especially during his last
years when he was in failing health. Along with the Religious and Executive
Council Chairs, the Prelate presented Dr. Dikranian with a memento in
commendation for his dedicated service.

Dr. Dikranian thanked the Prelate for the honor, and urged all the
delegates to serve with devotion, stating that their role is to actively serve our
church and communities.

During the second session, the annual financial report and auditing
committee report was presented, as well as briefings by the Religious and
Executive Councils and the Board of Regents. The Assembly found the
activities of the Prelate, Councils, and committees serving under their auspices
to be "highly commendable".

The Assembly reconvened on the morning of Saturday, May 14™. During
the day's two sessions, proposals were offered for the endeavors of the coming
term, with emphasis on the Pontifical visit of His Holiness in October, Parishes
activities, youth groups, ecumenical activities, and school and educational
issues.

The Assembly concluded in the afternoon with the divan's closing
remarks and the Prelate's closing message and prayer, after which participants
sang the Cilician anthem.



